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pointed over to Five-One, to go have a drink. I nodded approvingly. 

“I don’t have that same problem.” He added. 


~ 390 ~ 



SANDS OF TIME 

“What have you done to get rid of the nightmares?” I looked at the side of his faee 
and realized that his hair had been turning gray at the temples in the last two years. 
The job was taking its toll on him, as well. 

“I just gave up sleeping. I don’t like waking up in the middle of the night 
sereaming.” He smiled, never paying attention to his driving. “It wakes up Shirley.” 

“Yeah, I know. Nobody wants the dorm rooms on either side of mine in the 
baehelors quarters.” I laughed a sad guffaw. 

The day was elear and they would probably be testing the new bird tonight, but 
maybe they would have it on the ramp, so we eould wateh it run up and down the 
tarmae without thinking about our future engagement with the Things’ at Dulee. 
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It was about three in the morning when we assembled outside the Dulee 
Areheleta Mesa faeility. All of the seeurity eameras had been shut down on the 
surfaee, so no one eould plug into them. 

There were 100 eraek Delta Team members, all in full radiation gear waiting for 
the word that everything in the subterranean tunnels was ready to go. The warriors 
from Delta were all silent young men with grim faees and hard eountenanees. These 
were not your average soldiers. These were hand pieked, highly trained professionals 
that were ready to exeeute whatever orders given without question. They had been 
briefed at White Sands, New Mexieo, the military roeket base then held there 
ineommunieado for the past two days. They were tense and ready to do the job at hand 
and that job was to kill every alien in this faeility, bar one: Lord Tugy. He was to be 
taken alive, if at all possible, but not at the eost of losing one of these fine young men. I 
preferred dead, but I was not in eharge. 

The joke going around was this was truly the first episode of Star Wars and they 
were the real Jedi Knights, first on the frontline in defense of the Earth. For that they 
were exeited. I knew, as they did, this feeling would evaporate in the first few seeonds 
of the upeoming firefight. 

Bellamy had us glued to him by two of his personal bodyguards. Their job was to 
make sure that neither Jaek nor I tried to infiltrate the striker unit. They were 
sueeessful in their task. Bellamy was talking on the satellite uplink that’d been set up in 
the eourtyard as the tanker tmeks started to pull in. Huge units that looked like they 
normally handled five thousand gallons of high-test aviation fuel. Three of them were 
positioned above three newly added fixtures that eonneeted direetly into the ventilator 
system. We had re-worked this system over and over until we were sure that “they” 
eouldn’t stop the Florin from filling every spot in the levels from three down. It was 
going to be like an aeid bath. Bellamy had brought an older Navy ehaplain with him, 
who was walking among the troops offering up support and help for those needing it. 
Most of his time was spent joking and laughing with the men. These fellows had 
made their own kind of peaee with the work they had ahead of them. 

“Got it Harv.” Bellamy put down the phone. He turned to me. "Any last thoughts 
or suggestions before this starts. Have we missed anything?” 

"I ean’t think of anything else. We have run this through the eomputer so many 
times that I feel like we have four levels of overkill. I just wonder if there is going to be 
anyone left down their for us to save.” For some reason my thoughts were always going 
baek to the hostages, or vietims, eaged down there. 

“It may sound eold on my part, but that has to be a seeondary issue, Ted.” 
Bellamy looked at me and I understood what he meant. He didn’t like it any more 
than I did, but that was the eost of war, and we both knew that anyone we managed to 
save after spending this long at the none too tender mereies of these ereatures was 
better off dead anyway. 

Dr. Foppin walked up to us and nodded. “Good to see you. Dr. Humphrey.” 
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It took a minute for me to realize who he was. “Yes sir. Glad to have you along.” He 
returned to the medieal team formed up to follow in the striker unit. 

“Harv says we got everyone out of the area. Air spaee is elosed. We’re on Green. 
Seeondary strikers are in the tube, waiting. Any eomments?” Bellamy spoke into the 
eom-link system attaehed to his helmet. No one had anything to say. It was Go Time. 

"If there is nothing else, everyone take their plaees.” His words shot through the 
groups and everyone moved very quiekly. Jaek eheeked his sidearm, took two deep 
breaths of fresh air and then lowered his glass faeemask. I did the same and headed 
over to the staging area behind the Moppers. These guys were assigned to “mop up”, or 
kill off, any stragglers found on the level as the strike team worked its way down toward 
the platform. 

“Gentlemen.” Bellamy paused for a moment. I was sure he was praying to 
whatever god he worshiped personally. “We are go! Hit it, Cliveson!” He aetually 
yelled into the headset. The adrenalin was rushing through everyone’s system by this 
time. The doors on the main level opened and the gas tankers started up the pumps as 
thousands of gallons of Florin gas poured into the prepared eonneetors. The offieer in 
eharge watehed his gauges and then after two minutes of hard pumping, held up a 
thumb to Bellamy. 

“You got saturation in the hole.” Cliveson spoke on the ICU, the eom-link all of 
us eould hear. “We are eompletely dry topside.” 

“Mole One.” The eall sign of the guys in the tube, well below the surfaee. "Do 
you have signs of leakage?” Our biggest eoneem was that the stuff would flood 
through and out into the subway below the eomplex. 

“Negative. All dry here. Monitors are still in the Green. Mole One out.” 
Bellamy turned and made a slieing sign with his hand toward the front of the eomplex 
to the offieer leading the striker unit. 

“You are go!” Bellamy spoke a little quieter into his headset. “I repeat you are in 
go mode. Give’em hell!” 

A mass of men in radiation suits, high intensity lamps and firearms rushed into the 
Dulee Mesa. It took three minutes before we heard the first eoneussions of grenades 
blowing open sealed doors on emergeney staireases and the sound of small arms fire 
reverberating up the eorridors. 

Our headsets were filled with the sound of men fighting for their lives down there 
in the Hive. 

“Yellow Level Three, elear!” 

“Take out that one! Shit! Over there!” 

“Door won’t open.” 

“Blow it.” 

“Man down! Man down!” 

“Fuek! What is that stuff they’re firing at us?” 

“Keep it under eontrol people. Work the problem.” 

“Door Open.” 

“Green Level Four, is a mess. Got bodies all over hell and gone, skipper.” 

“Alvarez just took a hit! He’s hiding behind that wall and flash firing.” 

The sounds of explosives and gunfire were thunderous and all of us were moving 
eloser to the entranee. 

“Stay where you are, Ted.” Bellamy eame aeross on the separate ehannel right in 
my ear. 

I raised my hand and bent down on one knee, waiting. 

“Boss One, level is seeure, but it’s a mud bath in here. I am ankle deep in gore.” 

“Affirm, Striker Leader, seeure and move.” Bellamy pieked up the handset yelling 
into it, but I eouldn’t tell what he was saying from where I was. 

“Green Level Four seeure! Blowing doors on Blue Five.” 
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“It’s booby trapped! Johnson get ba...” A louder detonation went off and smoke 
aetually billowed out of the doorway. 

“Talk to me people! Do I still have a Striker Team?” Bellamy was baek on eom. 

“We’re here, but we got two of ours KIA. I’m losing people fast. Boss, I need the 
inoppers as baek up, now.” 

“Mopper Leader, you heard the man, provide fire support and suppression down 
there.” 

Twenty more men poured into the entranee at a run. I watehed as rounds were 
being jaeked into rifles. 

“Boss One. Mole One!” 

“Go Mole One.” 

“Lower Doors are blown. Not eneountering resistanee.” 

“Mole Two, hold that door at all eosts. Repeat: ALL COSTS!” 

“Got it Boss. They are in and moving fast.” 

“Mole One, straight up, no prisoners, I repeat no prisoners!” 

“Boss! Call Blaek Flag, Striker. We are eoming up the bottom. So don’t kill us!” 

“Got it. Striker is on your six. Less enemy here. Most of them are dying or dead. 
We’re eleaning up the hallway.” 

“O.D.M. to Boss One.” 

“Go!” 

“Yellow Three is elear. I need the Med Team down here now if I am to save any 
of these guys. We don’t have enough hands to stop the bleeding.” 

“Hold one, ODM. Striker, eall a elear on three or four for triage.” 

“Make it three, I need to have Moppers on four to make sure nothing got through 

us.” 

“Lippon. On the triple! Make it happen on three, right now!” 

“Boss One, we are moving, taking seeondary fire squad for proteetion.” 

“Go Lippon, go!” 

The medieal team started to run, earrying heavy eases and battlefield surgieal kits. 
Another groups of Delta troops, about ten in all, ran ahead of them for proteetion. 

“Holy Mother of God!” 

“Keep it to yourself, Sanehez! Boss, we got vats with...humans in them!” 

“Condition.” 

“They got tubes in their noses and mouths and they are looking at us. HOLY 
SHIT! I think they’re still alive.” 

“Affirm, message noted. Maintain!” 

“Boss, what are we supposed to do with them?” 

“Leave’em! Ferret out the bad guys. I will get some folks down there when the 
plaee is elean.” 

“Affirmative. Striker is heading to seven.” 

My worst nightmares hadn’t prepared me for this. The elean laboratory where we 
worked wasn’t like this. This was also not the battlefield I’d imagined. I turned and 
watehed Bellamy and he was on the handset again. That meant he was talking to Ilarv 
and they were try ing to pull another rabbit out of a hat. 

“Mole One to Boss.” 

“Go.” 

“We are all bundled up here. We got fire eoming from every side and I don’t 
think it’s the suekers that you told us about.” 

“Repeat and elarify.” 

“We got maybe twenty shooters, above us! And they aren’t Reptoids.” 

“Call the target.” 
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“Gray, small, leather skin, big heads, using a green plasma weapon. I got three 
men KIA and two damn near. I need some support or I will have to pull and head 
baek down.” 

“Where are you Mole One?” 

"Eight, bottom of the stairease. But this plaee is like a rabbit warren in here. We 
ean't even try to elear this floor without additional people.” 

"Can you hold for two?” 

"I will hold. Boss, to the last man if that is what you want, but I need some horse 
power! Our pop guns aren’t even phasing 'em and the Florin doesn't affeet them at 
all!” 

"Ditto on seven. We have baek up in the hallway. The door is being held by 
maybe sixteen of those same things. Lights and .223 aren't making it.” 

"Hold striker.” 

"Mole two. get your ass up there and lay down some suppressing fire to keep their 
heads down.” 

"Mole Two is moving.” 

"Ted!” The private eom-link eraekled on in my helmet. 

"Boss?” 

"I need some help here. We don’t eome up with a Hail Mary pass and were going 
to have to nuke this plaee. And probably us ineluded.” 

I heard the words but didn’t believe it. I knew Bellamy would eall down the 
thunder if he needed to, and for that I was glad. I just didn't want all of us to go out 
this way. Think, led...THINK, GODDAMN IT! 

"Have we got a flamethrower?” I yelled. 

"You ean’t use one of those in there. There’s enough ehemieals in that hole to 
light us up like the fourth of July.” 

"You got a better idea?” 

Bellamy growled. "Cliveson! Get Dr. Humphrey’s team four flame throwers.” 

"We got’em. Boss!” 

"Ted, Jaek...” He was on the private eom-link again. "I don't want to ask you to do 
this, but we are all getting nuked and heading straight to hell otherwise, and I will 
NOT let this happen! Not here, and not now! Jo’bergs got the baby until further 
notiee. I ean’t move fast enough to help you, so what do you need?” 

"Our guys here and one squad for fire suppression.” I took the flamethrower and 
strapped it on and Jaek took another one. We sprinted towards the doorway. 

"Jamison, you keep those two alive or I will have your guts for garters.” Bellamy 
ealled out to one of his men was running with us. 

"Boss, they got to go through me first.” Jamison said with a Seottish aeeent. 

We were moving down the hallway and hit the stairs on the fly. The emergeney 
stairwells were the bottleneeks in the faeility. Two men abreast running down the 
stairs was the best we eould do, and that took time. When we got to Yellow Level 
Three it was a mess. Seven or eight men were lying dead, tom to ribbons. Another ten 
were being treated by the med team under Lippon. I stopped for a moment and took 
in the seene. 

"Lippon! Get 'em out now!” 

"Some of them we don’t dare move.” 

"Take the ones you ean and get your people out of here. I need your fire squad, 
now.” We butted helmet faeeplates and he looked into my eyes. 

"I understand, sir.” 

"We are pulling out the walking wounded. I will stay with the others.” 

Someone started to eomplain to him on the eom-link. 

"That is a direet order from Boss Two! Now move your ass! Leave the paeks and 
equipment and get the men out of here!” 
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I motioned for the fire squad and we hit Green Level Four with fury. The plaee 
was a mess. The floor was like a lake of blood and viseera. There were thirty or thirty- 
five dead Visitors lying sprawled in eonvulsive positions over rails and surgieal tables. 

When we hit Blue Level Five we eould hear the firefight going on below us. It 
sounded like angry bees, swarming. 

‘Those must be the weapons they’re using.” Jaek yelled above the noise. I didn’t 
bother to answer. 

“Striker, where are you?” 

“Halfway toward the stairs on Violet Seven, holding. They ain’t eoming at us, yet. 
But we are all running down on rounds.” 

“Shit. Boss One?” 

“Go Ted!” 

“If you need time to initiate the final phase, start it now.” 

“Understood.” 

Jaek hit the private eom-link on his sleeve. “Does that mean what I think?” 

“It does, buddy.” 

“Shirley will be really pissed about this, Ted.” 

“I know.” I elieked baek to normal eomm. 

“Ted...” A man’s voiee eame eraekling through my headset. 

“Repeat! Repeat! Repeat unreadable!” I yelled, moving my head to elear the 
signal. 

“I didn’t hear anything...” Jaek yelled as we were running. 

“Ted”, the voiee repeated, eoming through the statie, “stop where you are.” I held 
up my arm and everyone bumped and bouneed into eaeh other. 

“Ted...what’s going on?” 

“Boss Three, is there a problem?” 

“Boss One.” I yelled. “Call radio silenee for ten seeonds! ” 

“You heard the man! Take a breath. Hold it for ten.” 

“’Led...” the ghostly voiee said, “the door to the right of you. Use it now, quiekly! 
fell the teams to duek and eover.” I froze for a good eount of three. 

“Everyone! This is Boss Three. Duek and eover, I repeat duek and eover.” I hit 
the door with my foot and led the team in finding a wall to get up against. “Everyone 
hide your faees!” 

“Three, this is One...” 

An explosion of white light filled the hallway and a rushing sound of air being 
ripped out of the building. No one moved. 

“One to any unit... .One to Three... .One to Mole One?” 

“What the hell is happening?” 

“They are dead!” 

“All of them? Took at that! Shit! What did he hit them with?” 

“Can it, Sanehez.” 

“This is Boss One! I need a report now!” 

“Boss One this is Three. Shut down final phase sequeneing.” 

“Confirm that.” 

“Repeat: shut down final phase sequeneing now. I’m investigating.” 

I dropped the flamethrower and jogged down the hall to the stairease and went 
straight down to Violet Eevel Seven. At the blast door on Seven there were sixteen 
dead aliens, ripped in half We worked the doors open and went down the stairs to 
eight. Mole One and Two were still hiding in the small rooms that formed that floor. 
It was like a rabbit warren. All the alien defenders on the other side of the door were 
in the same eondition as the ones I’d found on the floor above. 

“Boss One, this is Boss Three.” 

Go. 
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“The facility is sterile. I repeat the facility is sterile.” 

Bellamy’s voice came across on the private corn-link. 

“You want to tell me exactly what you just did?” 

“No, not right now. We got wounded and I need a survey team in here PDQ, 
cause I think we got a number running down here on us.” I wasn’t sure, but it felt that 
way. 

“Confirmed!” Bellemy’s displeasure was crystal clear. 

“I need transport on the bottom, now!” I called out on the open com-line. 

“Two cars running hot, fast and true. Two minutes.” 

“Boss, clear out everyone up there now! Everyone!” 

“Survey was just getting ready to go in.” 

“Cancel that. Bug out! Every one needs to move, now!” 

“Ted, what the hell is going on?” Bellamy spoke into my headset. 

“Trust me, George. This is my gut telling me something.” 

“Clear the area, rapidly. Move everyone out here now!” Bellamy barked an order. 

“Mole One, Two, Striker and the rest of you,” I said, “head down and get on that 
rail car and get the hell down the track two or three miles likes your asses were on fire, 
then close the blast doors and hold.” 

“Striker, do it.” Bellamy followed up. 

The men were moving quickly down the stairs and out the bottom. 

“Where are you going?” Jack looked at me. 

“Eippon is still on two and he won’t leave with those guys. I am going up to get 
him out.” 

“Not without me you ain’t!” Jack was at my heels and as I turned I realized 
Jamison and his four men were right behind us as we took the stairs two at a time 
heading for three. 

We ran past the vats with humans in them, being boiled down and processed in 
some terrible and awful way. 

“Come on! If we live we’ll come back for them.” I knew better. 

“The top is clear!” Boss One called down. 

“We are coming. Send a vehicle for transport.” 

“I’ll be here Ted, waiting for you, you dumb bastard.” Bellamy was in my ear 
again. 

We got to three and Eippon was still working. One other doctor was right beside 
him. “How many can be earned out of here that will make it?” I looked hard at 
Eippon. 

“These four and him.” Eippon motioned to Eord Tugy who was lying there, 
covered in his own blood. 

“I got Tugy.” Jack hoisted him into a fireman’s carry and jogged toward the stairs. 

“Jamison, make yourself useful and grab one of those guys. The rest of you do the 
same.” A moment of reluctance, not wanting to drop their w capons. “Move, goddamn 
it!” They all grabbed a man and carried them out. 

I looked at Eippon and the other four mortally wounded men, just holding on. 
“Morphine, Doctor.” I held out my hand to him. 

“I can’t do that. Dr. Humphrey. I live by a code.” 

“Nobody is asking you to violate that code. Give me the morphine and you two 
beat feet out of here.” Eippon hesitated and handed me a plastic case filled with pre- 
loaded syringes. He looked at me for a moment with something between disbelief and 
respect in his eyes. “I am ordering you out of here. Doctor, now.” Both men jogged up 
the hallway toward the steps. 

I knelt down next to the first man, looking at his face. They had taken his helmet 
off and he looked so young. He was unconscious, his breathing shallow. The lower 
half of his body was tom and hanging by a thread. They’d tied off all of the bleeding. 
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but there was no way he would make it another fifteen minutes. As I knelt there 
beside him, I felt a soft, gentle hand on my shoulder. I looked up. 

There stood Dr. Rufus T. Henry . I slid my visor up and turned off my eom-link. 

“Rufus! Thank God! Thank you! Thank you!” I looked up into his sad eyes. 

“Couldn’t let you get killed down here, now eould I? That’s not how the story 
ends, son. Someone had to show up with the eavalry in the niek of time. These pups 
will be alright with me. I’ll take eare of them .” He took the plastie ease from my hand. 

“I need to...” Rufus raised his hand. 

“You need to piek up that ease, right there,” he pointed down the hallway at a 
silver aluminum Haliburton ease sitting on top of a medieal erate, “and seoot your butt 
out of here. You heard me right down there. This plaee gonna blow, sky high, in about 
two minutes. So you get to going. I will look after these fine brave young fellows.” 

I got to my feet and looked at him. He seemed older to me right now than he ever 
had before. I jogged over to the ease and pieked it up by the handles on both sides. It 
must have weighed over a hundred pounds, but the adrenaline pumping through my 
system must have made it seem lighter. Still I wondered how I was going to get out of 
here earrying this and running for my life. 

Turning, I saw Rufus kneel down and give the first solider an injeetion. He was 
praying and singing an old Negro spiritual gospel song and patted eaeh of the boys 
tenderly, then took the boy’s faees in his hand and then kissed eaeh one on the 
forehead, and they smiled and eried as they embraeed the long sleep of death. 

“It will be alright, ehild. You’ll see.” He was speaking in a kind, soft voiee to eaeh 
of them. Seeing me standing there he said, “Ted! Get outta here! Do NOT let Tugy 
live! Somabiteh will try ta kill ya first ehanee he gets! Now geteher ass going!” He 
waved at me to move and I did, never looking baek. I hit the front entranee on a flat 
run, desperately elutehing the heavy box, trying to hold it high by the handles as I ran, 
gasping for air and feeling like my heart was going to explode. 

Bellamy was waiting behind the wheel of a Jeep. I heaved the erate into the baek 
jamming it between the front and rear passenger seats. 

“Go! Get out of here now! Run like hell!” He ground it into gear and the Jeep 
leaped up on its hind wheels like a spooked horse as he gunned it. We went flying 
down the road, full of hairpin turns and switehbaeks, whieh Bellamy handled with an 
almost oeeult skill, and headed down to the little Apaehe town below us, where he’d 
set up a make shift eamp around the Best Western Motel. 

“Why are we running like the devil is after us?” Bellamy yelled over the sounds of 
the raeing engine. 

“Beeause he is!” 

The pressure wave knoeked us sideways off the road and into a diteh. Both of us 
were thrown out and landed in the soft soil under some trees. It had eome out of a eave 
that may have been an old abandoned mineshaft, or bloeked up voleanie flume. 
Something huge had happened down in the bowels of the Mesa. I hid my faee as the 
explosion rolled over us. I eouldn’t hear a thing for several minutes. When I finally sat 
up I looked over at Bellamy, holding his limp, twisted arm at a bad akimbo angle. It 
was badly broken. 

“That wasn’t a whole buneh of fun.” He moaned and I eould barely hear him 
through the high-pitehed whine in my ears. 

“Would have been worse up on top!” I yelled, still nearly deaf, pointing to the 
rising eloud drifting east with the wind. 

“Was that a nuelear blast?” Bellamy tried to get to his feet as I helped him. I felt a 
stabbing pain in my baek. Something was wrong. 

“You okay?” He asked. 

“No. But at least I’m alive. Let me see if I ean get this thing running.” I erawled 
into the Jeep and it started right up, but it took me ten minutes to roll it baek and forth 


- 398 - 



SANDS OF TIME 


and get it out of the diteh. I finally pulled it up over the shoulder and onto the road. 
Bellamy got in. I patted the box in the baek for luek, and drove down the hill at a 
reasonable speed, the death knell of the Visitors still ringing happily in my ears. 
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Jamison had stripped out of his rad suit and was already in fatigues organizing the 
eamp. Everything that eould be saved was already being set up and he was on the 
satellite radio talking to Harv when I pulled into the Best Western parking lot in the 
town of Dulee. 

Lippon was out of his suit and right on us, helping Bellamy out of the jeep. 

"I need a sling right now, doe" Bellamy told him. 

“I need x-rays of this arm and I need to set it and put on a east.” Lippon pulled out 
a sling and draped it over Bellamy’s head. 

"In a while doe. Not just yet.” He let Lippon help him over to the satellite 
phone. He flipped a switeh and threw it up on speaker so every one eould hear. 

"Harv, are the boys in the tunnel alright?” 

"Yes, sir. They’re sitting down there eating Meals Ready for Ethiopia and playing 
diee.” Harv ehuekled. 

‘You got landsats on this yet?” Bellamy was in no mood for jokes about MRE 
Army food. 

"Got a spy in the sky looking at it as we speak. Eirst estimate is total involvement.” 
Harv got baek to reality. 

"Nuelear?” 

"Negative. Repeat: Negatory. Reeon says it was an implosion followed by an 
explosion of a eonventional type. Totally gone! Just a big hole in the ground inside that 
eave is all the GPR flyboys ean tell us right now. When it eools a bit we ean send a 
ground team in.” 

What we eould make out on the GPR was that inside the Mesa, the entire base was 
gone. I was just surprised the whole mountain hadn’t eollapsed in on itself, but it was 
all reinforeed inside the main hanger dome to withstand a direet nuelear hit. 

"Cover story: El Paso gas line just blew. That’s the eall then.” 

"Roger-eopy. Affirmative.” Harv answered baek. "Already got a eall into CNN.” 

"Clear.” Bellamy started to hang up. 

"Did the kid make it out okay?” Harv asked with genuine eoneern. 

"The kid saved all of our butts. Again.” Bellamy said, looking over at me proudly . 

"Good! ‘Cuz that bastard still owes me fifty bueks!” Everyone laughed and it 
released the pressure of the nightmare. Good Old Harvey. Bellamy hung up and sat 
down on a erate. 

Jaek helped me out of my Rad suit, whieh was good, beeause now I eould hardly 
move. He was watehing something else over by the hospital area, where people were 
working frantieally on some soldiers. 

"Tugy is alive, barely.” Jaek said quietly. "He wants to see the Boss.” 

"Help me up, Jaek. I got a busted baek.” I told him. 

"PH get the physieians over here.” Jaek looked up and around. 

"No. Not yet.” I slung my arm around Jaek’s neek to walk and we headed over to 
Bellamy walking toward the medieal tent. 
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“Jamison! I yelled and pointed to the blue plastie box in the baek of the 
Jeep. “Guard that box with your life, man!” 

“Sir. I need to...” He started to head toward Bellamy. 

“You need to follow a direet order, mister.” I yelled again, glaring at him. 

“Sir. Yes, sir!” Reluetantly he pulled his weapon and stood next to the Jeep. 

“What is going on, Ted.” Jaek asked me. 

I set my jaw, broke away from Jaek and limped behind Bellamy as he walked into 
the Med tent. 

Tugy laid there sueking really hard on air to breath and the doetor in attendanee 
turned when we eame in and shook his head to us. Bellamy walked over to the table 
and looked down at him. 

“You have killed my world and all of its people, do you know that?” Tugy gasped. 

“No, I am just proteeting mine.” Bellamy looked tired. 

“It was a fragile allianee,” Tugy gasped, “but in return for my help with your kind 
they let us live in peaee. Now, they will rape my planet eompletely. Why did you have 
to do it? We did nothing to you to deserve this.” He sueked on air again. 

“You trusted them and didn’t trust us. You pieked the wrong side to baek Lord 
Tugy.” Bellamy showed no remorse or eare. 

“They will eome here,” he wheezed, “and you won’t be ready. We know all your 
plans and we have told them about all of it. They will eome, but you won’t be here to 
see it.” Tugy struggled to raise a silver pen-like deviee, aiming it at Bellamy. 

“Gun!” Jaek yelled, and in one fluid move he pulled his Golt .45 auto and erashed 
into Bellamy, knoeking him to one side. A green beam fired out of the deviee and hit 
Jaek’s right arm, ripping open the flesh. The gun flew up into the air as he spun and 
hit the floor in agony. 

Jaek’s weapon, literally, dropped right into my hands as I plueked it out of mid-air, 
as if someone had plaeed it there, with all the bounees going the way of the home 
team today. Like the walking dead I lurehed forward, and stood over Tugy, glaring 
down at him through the sights of the Colt. Panting, he pointed the deviee at my faee. 

“Too bad it only has one shot., .isn’t it?” 

Tugy’s eyes darted around like a trapped wild animal, knowing his bluff had been 
ealled. He futilely dropped the deviee and weakly raised his shaking blood 
soaked hands. It looked like this was the first time in his miserable thousand-year life 
he had ever known real fear. With sheer strength of will, he raised himself into a 
sitting position, and stood up. His museular frame swaying and shuddering like a 
shipwreeked galleon pounded by a storm. 

“I am unarmed and defenseless. Under our treaty and aeeords, I am 
your... prisoner.” 

“When you see Simon Ratterman, tell him Ted Humphrey says hello!” 

I pulled the trigger and kept pulling it until the elip was empty' and still I kept 
pulling it, until the hammer elaeked against the plate. Tugy’s head was a Jaekson 
Pollaek smear of red and yellow ooze with no features left on his handsome faee. I 
eonvulsively kept squeezing until the pain in my baek shot up into my skull with a 
brilliant flash. 

Then the lights went out in a universe filled with stars. 
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I had been lying there for a good hour, not moving, looking up at the eeiling. My 
eounting obsession had me eounting the holes in the eeiling tiles again, then 
multiplying that by the eomplete number of tiles in the entire eeiling. I had done this 
before in my life and I was getting a little tired of being in hospitals. I felt the needle 
in my arm, but I didn’t even want to try to use my legs. I was terrified they wouldn’t 
work. Finally I deeided to twiteh a toe. It worked. Then I moved one foot and then 
the other. Raising my legs up into an areh was a little more diffieult beeause of the 
pain in my lower baek, so I didn’t push it. 

“When your estimate is over, you ean raise your bed into a sitting position.” 
Bellamy’s voiee was right in the room with me and didn’t have any of the harsh 
meehanieal sounds assoeiated with a speaker. 

‘T didn’t know if I had a broken baek or not.” I found the eontrols and pushed the 
button, until I was in a eomfortable sitting position. 

“Nothing so dramatie. Dame Judy. You pinehed a nerve in the erash. Nothing 
even exeiting, but I bet it hurt like a biteh. The saw bones here worked on you and 
they already gave you a elean bill of health. Why you were out so long is anyone’s 
guess. I would ehalk it up to stress myself.” Bellamy was sitting in a ehair next to the 
bed with a east on his lower arm. “You want to sign my east and put your year of 
graduation?” He laughed. 

“You’re in one pieee, besides the plaster appendage, I see.” I looked at him sitting 
there, this battered hulk of a man. Between the faeial sear, the stitehed up euts, the 
blaek and blue bruises and the east, it looked like he had done 12 rounds with 
Muhammad Ali, then lost a fight with a Mix-Master blender. 

“If it wasn’t for Jaek, we would all be singing in the Choir Celestial.” He smiled 
painfully. “How are you feeling?” 

“Beat up. Tired inside and out. Outside of that, not really sure of anything.” I was 
being frank and honest. 

“Understandable. That was a pieture perfeet exereise of a military operation.” He 
added. 

“What were the easualties?” I asked, eoneerned. 

“We lost sixty-six men.” He said, shaking his head. “But we aehieved all our 
objeetives, vanquished an implaeable enemy and pulled out an unbelievable vietory 
from the desperate jaws of defeat against impossible odds with a deek staeked against 
us. Like I said, pieture perfeet.” 

We sat in silenee for a moment in honor of our 66 fallen eomrades. 

“What is today and how Jong have I been out?” I looked for my wateh in the 
nightstand next to the bed. 

“Four days. Total.” He got up and helped me find it and slipped it on my wrist. 
“There are bunehes of unanswered questions, Ted. Mostly about how you know 
things and exaetly how you turned a eluster fueked feeal blizzard of a defeat into a win. 
Then in a eomplex of that size, you just so happened to pull out a single box that 
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contains everything we needed. And no one understands what happened to take out 
the Grays at the Violet Level Seven blast door.” Bellamy sat baek down. 

A nurse eame in and eheeked my pulse and blood pressure without saying a word. 
She tueked the pillow under my head a little more snugly to make me more 
eomfortable and exited. 

"It seems to me like we had lost the battle and you, single handedly, pulled all our 
assess out of the ashes of defeat, and I ean’t explain to anyone what happened, so I 
have resorted to lying...again. It was all part of our perfeet plan. We had eertain 
knowledge about eertain things that we eannot diselose, sir. You know the standard BS 
we shovel up when we are totally in the dark.” Bellamy got up and opened the 
eurtains so I eould look out at the lights of the buildings around us. 

"Los Alamos?” I asked realizing it wasn’t Groom Lake. 

"Yeah, it was the elosest triage eenter for everyone.” He stood looking out the 
window’. "Who was in there with you?” He still didn’t turn baek to faee me. 

"Why would you think there was someone in there?” I dodged it as best I eould. 

"Beeause, you might have turned off your Com unit, but your biometrie sensors 
were still on and there was no way you eould have made it from level three to where I 
was waiting in thirty seeonds earrying a hundred pound box.” Bellamy turned and 
looked again at me questioningly. “Whieh means you were wrapped in some kind of 
time dilation field.” 

"Rufus Henry.” I had no other option at this point than the truth. 

"Doetor Rufus T. Henry?” Bellamy said with surprise, reeognizing the name. "The 
blaek nuelear seientist from the University of Chieago?” Bellamy threw up his good 
arm in disgust. "He’d have to be a hundred years old if he’s a day! My God! The man 
disappeared in the 1940s when he was well into his fifties,” 

I felt ehallenged by Bellamy’s disbelief. "I didn’t have to tell you the truth, you 
know. Get a set of photos of older blaek men, make it ten or twelve, hell, fifty’, and put 
one of Dr. Henry in there, and see if I ean piek him out.” 

"I already know- you eould.” Bellamy shook his head, seemingly even more 
frustrated. "How long have you been seeing him?” 

"Sinee Cal Teeh. Only oeeasionally, but he always shows up at just the right 
time.” 

"The small design, for the small time deviee? That was from him then, I presume, 
at Groom?” Bellamy sat baek dow n and waited. 

“Yup.” I wasn’t in mueh of a mood to eontinue this right now. I needed 
some time to elear my own head and figure out what was eontinuing to happen to me 
in this whole proeess. 

"Jaek? How is Jaek?” I remember the final full moments before I passed out at 
Dulee. 

"He saved my life. I would have been eut in two by Tugy if he hadn’t jumped in 
front of me, but he paid a hell of priee for saving me.” Bellamy looked at the floor for 
moment then looked up. 

"Dead?” 

"His left arm. The nerves were eompletely-eut. The doe’s stopped the bleeding, 
but there is no repairing the nerve damage. He is going to have a hanging arm for the 
rest of his life. He is eontemplating having a prosthetie to replaee the dead one. At 
least with a hook he eould do a lot of things that there is no way he eould now.” 
Bellamy eursed under his breath. 

"Better that, than you being lost.” I made the obvious statement. 

"That doesn’t make me sleep any better at night. I was unprepared and it’s my job 
to expeet the unexpeeted. I was responsible for deaths of sixty-six of the finest men this 
eountry has to offer, and for my friend Jaek being erippled for life beeause...beeause I 
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wanted to gloat over that smug alien bastard. I was stupid! That doesn’t go down easy.” 
Bellamy stared out the window into the stormy blaek vista of his own guilt. 

I had finally enough! 

“Listen to me, George. What happened was the result of some spineless politieians 
years ago entering into an illegal and ill-advised treaty with the seum of the universe. 
That eavem is filled with the bones of hundreds of thousands of innoeent people that 
don’t know any of this! People WE are sworn to PROTECT! All betrayed by a 
government that we are supposed to be working for! They all went through a hell of lot 
worse than any of us! If it had taken every single one of us dying, and ten thousand 
more, to do what we did, it would be well worth it in the long run! So, stop it with the 
self-pity sob sister bullshit and look around you! You just took on three different types 
of aliens and demonstrated you eould kiek their ass! That will send a message through 
the halls of power on dozens of worlds and send shoekwaves through this galaxy that 
we are not to be fucked with! That is nothing to be taken lightly!” 

“But I didn’t do it. WE didn’t do it!” Bellamy yelled. “You did it! You! You saved 
our butts in there. And I don’t know how you did it! Or with what! That frightens me 
as mueh as Tugy and the Grays and his entire buneh. I don’t know who you’re working 
for anymore, Ted. Me? Us? Or them...whoever they may be!” 

I was stunned that this is what it had all eome down to. 

“So this is the thanks I get? Beeause it’s not all about YOU?” I shouted baek. 
“Then relieve me of my duties and put me out to pasture! I just don’t fueking eare 
anymore! if you are that eoneemed who I’m working for, why not just have me killed? 
Tike you do to anyone else who stands in the way of you being the one and the only 
lord god fueking king of the universe of all of this erap!” 

The yelling brought on the stabbing pain in my baek. 

Bellamy didn’t say another word. He just turned and walked out. I laid baek 
feeling the dull pounding in my lumbar region radiating through to my kidneys. 
Whatever the doetors had done to my baek, they had serewed it up. I knew that now. I 
took the morphine injeetor on my IV drip and rolled the plastie wheel with my thumb 
and felt the warmth of the drug surge through my system. 

I drifted into a dark plaee, filled with visions of Grays swimming in tubs of blood 
and vats of boiling sereaming humans, looking at me with baleful pleading in their 
eyes. 

There was nothing I eould have done to help them. 

All I eould offer them was vengeanee. 
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The days turned into weeks. One surgieal proeedure followed another and finally 
they were satisfied they had found the small pieee of metal that had somehow been 
overlooked in the two other surgeries. It had been lying on my spine and flexing it 
eaused musele spasms in my lower baek and legs. The reeovery' time was filled with 
reading popular magazines and books the nurses were kind enough to piek up for me 
at one of the loeal bookstores. 

I had given up trying to reaeh anyone by the seeond week, when, out of euriosity, I 
finally tried to eall myself I diseovered all my ealls were re-direeted to some offensive 
little elerk who said he would take a message for me and direet it to the "Reeipienf’. 

It was after a month that I had eome to the eonelusion I was no longer the fair¬ 
haired boy of The Group and was now in a state of limbo. When I asked the nurses 
about Jaek, she told me Major Thompson had been transferred to Bethesda Military 
Hospital where they were going to work on his new metal arm. That was the final 
indieator I was out of all of it. They had elearly indieated that even Jaek, my eloset 
friend, eould not see me to say good-bye. Well, at least he didn’t eome over and shoot 
me. 

I should have been angry, but in reality I was totally relieved. I had spent the 
better part of nineteen years sinee getting my doetorate w ith these men and I had half 
a huneh I was now free to explore my own future. I wondered every day about Irina 
and Pasha, but realized very quiekly if I were outside the Group, she would be 
forbidden to see me as well. That hurt, but I eould understand it. At least she was out 
of Russia and would be able to take better eare of my daughter and raise her in a 
eountry where she would have heat in their home and plenty of food to eat. That 
would have to do as far as I was eoneerned. 


:> # # # stt 

Twelve weeks after I had been brought into the hospital and after I had been going 
through physieal rehabilitation and getting my sea legs baek under me, I was allowed 
to walk the hallways on my floor. With the exeeption of three nurses who worked 
different shifts and a seeurity guard at the elevator, the floor was empty. So, I took up 
the habit of walking the two hallways and tried to eomplete what I ealeulated was two 
miles a day. I knew I was ready to eheek out and the attending physieian told me it 
would only be a eouple more days and he would release me. I didn’t quite understand 
the delay, until, on a Thursday, as I was finishing my last eireuit around the floor and I 
found a small man sitting in my room with an open briefease. 

I walked in and sat down in the other ehair and looked at the side of his faee as he 
finished making some notes on a file. 

"Dr. Theodore Humphrey?” He asked when he looked up. 

"In the flesh.” I smiled to no response. 

"My name is Jenkins. I have some forms for you to sign.” He handed me six NSA 
forms that were non-diselosures and a Proteetion of Seerets Aet He then handed me a 
pen. "You understand that you may never talk about anything you have been involved 
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with over vour past period of government employment. You are restrieted from writing 
any material that direetly or indireetly provides any information as to w hat you have 
been working on while in the government’s employ. You are further advised that any 
diselosures will result in immediate arrest and trial by military tribunal, followed by 
ineareeration for the rest of your life in a maximum seeurity faeility.” 

“Do you know what I have been working on?” I held the papers and pen in my 
hand looking at him. 

“I have no idea nor do I wish to diseuss anything with you.” He paused. “Dr. 
Humphrey, I am just a man who takes eare of details for others. I ean’t tell you 
anything about any of this. I just know I need those papers signed and then I ean 
explain the rest of what is in here.” He held up a paekage in his hand. 

I signed the forms and returned them to him. He eounter-signed them and put 
them into another file and sealed them. 

“I have here a new bank aeeount for you I opened with Wells Fargo Bank. It 
eontains the proeeeds of your salary for the period of time you worked for the 
government. Apparently, you were using expense aeeount funds only during your 
tenure with whom ever you worked for.” He held up a hand to keep me 
from speaking. “Here is a new driver’s lieense for you out of the state of Nevada. Two 
eredit eards that will have the bills sent to this address, whieh is a post offiee box 
in Las Vegas. You are responsible for all eharges on them after I give them to you. 
A new Soeial Seeurity eard and three hundred dollars in petty eash. Your 
personal belongings from whatever faeility you were working on have been plaeed in 
storage in Las Vegas. Here is the address and key to the loeker. The bill on the 
storage unit has been paid for one year in advanee. After that time you are responsible 
for all eharges if you wish to keep it. All identifieation eards, badges and keys have 
been eolleeted out of your personal effeets. I have brought with me one suitease, 
that eontains three ehanges of elothing for you and two suits with ties.” He looked 
down his list and then added. “A new Ford sedan is parked in the visitors lot with 
Nevada plates. It is paid for in full. The registration is made out to your new mailing 
address. A simple insuranee-poliey was arranged for one year and you may ehange that 
anytime you wish. You also now have a private medieal insuranee paekage that is 
paid for one year and after that time you are responsible for the maintenanee of 
payments on it.” He stopped. “Just like a new person, wouldn’t you say?” 

I glared at him as he handed me the paekage. 

“You may stay in this faeility for two additional days at government expense, but 
then you are required to leave these premises. You will need to be eseorted off the 
faeility by a member of the seeurity staff, sinee all your governmental elearanees have 
been eaneeled.” 

“Do you do this often?” I got up and looked down to see the suitease sitting in the 
eomer of the room. 

“I have found it is best to keep these meetings to a minimum of outside 
eonversation whieh is best for all involved. If you don’t have any teehnieal questions 
about the paperwork I will be leaving.” He elosed his briefease and stood holding the 
handle with both hands. 

“What would you suggest a forty-something physieist, who has just been dumped 
from seeret government serviee, do with his life, Mr. Jenkins?” I felt a vile taste in my 
mouth. 

“Forget.” He said pushing his glasses up his offieious little nose. “Go find a beaeh 
to lay on. Maybe in Mexieo. Figure out that you are luekier than most. At least you’ve 
got a life of some kind. Good day. Dr. Humphrey. And good luek. ” He walked out and 
I eould hear the short staeeato elip-elop of his shoes as he walked down the hall. 
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I Opened the suitease and pulled out some slaeks and a shirt. I loaded up the 
things I’d aeeumulated in the weeks I had been here and walked out in the hallway. 
The nurse looked up at me. 

“Where do you think you are going?” She smiled at me, but had eoneem in her 
eyes. 

“Home, Janet. I am no longer part of any of this. So, I ean’t see why I should stiek 
around.” I looked at the guard who had gotten up out of his ehair. “If you eall me an 
eseort, I will be going now thank you.” 

She looked at the ehart in front of her and noted what the doetor had written. 

“Phil, will you eseort Dr. Humphrey to his ear, please?” She eame around the 
nurse’s station and took me by the arm walking with me toward the elevator. “Jaek told 
me to tell you when you got settled, he would get in toueh... if he eould.” She winked. 

“Thanks. You are a doll for that.” I hugged her and kissed her on the eheek. 

“Good luek, Ted. I hope it all works out well for you.” She let go and stood baek 
as I walked into the elevator and the guard pushed the down button. 

“Thanks for giving me baek my life, in more ways than one, Janet.” 

She blew me a kiss as the door elosed and we started down. 

The guard had put my suitease in the trunk of the Ford and stood there for a 
moment. “Keep to the road with the yellow stripe on it and it will take you to the main 
gate. I will eall them and let them know you are exiting. Have a niee day, sir.” 

I drove off and out of the Los Alamos National Laboratory. Not really sure where I 
was heading, but I knew that it would be west. I finally got on the interstate and 
listened to the radio. It was already November of 1988 and the Viee President had just 
been eleeted President of the United States. 

I laughed at the faet that I hadn’t voted in, or even been aware of, a national 
eleetion in years. 
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After six months of visiting old sites and getting the rest of my ‘paper’ life put 
together, I found myself baek in Barstow. I had driven up the eanyon where I had 
grown up and nothing mueh had ehanged. There wasn’t new eonstruetion going on 
here, like in most areas of the Southwest. Barstow was still a small desert erossroads 
where the eenter of town had grown, but the outlying areas were still just the same. I 
found the house we had built when I was kid and it was all boarded up. After walking 
around it for a quarter of an hour, a ear pulled up in front and a young man got out 
and walked up to where I was standing, looking at the old lab building. 

“Hi. I am Jim Evers, I live up the road about a mile or so.” He was half my age 
and had the sun tanned looked of a desert dweller. 

“I hope I’m not trespassing passing on your property, Mr. Evers.” I walked over to 
meet him. 

“No, not at all. I’m a loeal real estate broker in town. Thought you might be 
interested in seeing this pieee of property. It’s got its own well, sueh as it is and ten 
aeres running baek up that eanyon there...don’t I know you?” He took off his 
sunglasses. 

“I don’t think we have ever met. I’ve been out of the eountry for the last few 
years.” This was my new story to explain why I didn’t have mueh of a history behind 
me. 

“I do know you!” He snapped his fingers. “You’re Ted Humphrey. I thought I 
reeognized you.” He extended his hand. 

“Well you got the name right, it’s just that I don’t think we have met, Mr. Evers.” 
I was eaught eompletely off guard. 

“No, we haven’t but I walked past your pieture ever day I went to high sehool 
here. You were with the State Champions in '57. Crashing full baek.” He laughed 
and it was genuine. 

“Got me. Yes, I played right here in Barstow and that seems like aneient history.” 
I turned and looked at the plaee again. “My dad and I built this plaee. It eould use a 
little fixing up now.” 

“Well are you thinking about doing that?” Jim asked while looking around the 
grounds. He found the fallen down real estate sign and pushed it baek into the 
ground. 

“Is it for sale?” I asked not believing in the eireumstanees. 

“Sure is. I’m the listing agent on it. The folks who own it finally had enough of 
fighting the desert and moved to Arizona to some retirement eommunity. It is still too 
far out of town for most folks but I love it up here in the eanyon, it is quiet and nobody 
bothers us. Oh now and then we get some dirt bikers eoming over the baek hills, but 
that is only on the oeeasional weekend.” He went baek and pulled a binder out of his 
ear. “Eets see...it is on the market for one-fifty, but I’m sure you ean offer about one- 
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thirty and they will take it. It has been on the market for about two years now with no 
nibbles." 

"I will give them $150,000. Right now." I had over two million dollars in Wells 
Fargo Bank in Las Vegas. It represented my thirty-pieees of silver for betraying the pure 
faith of physies. 

“Applianees and furniture all go with it. I have a eouple of loeal gals who work for 
me. I’ll have it eleaned up and the one broken window replaeed. I put the boards over 
the windows to keep them from being broken out by loeal kids.” He elosed his book. 

“Write up the paperwork and I will eome by your offiee and find out where to 
have the money wired to. How soon ean I have it?” I was really happy and I didn’t 
know why. 

“As soon as eserow eloses and the money is in the aeeount, it’s yours. Maybe a 
week.” He extended his hand again. “When you are moved in and eomfortable, my 
wife and I will have you up to our plaee for dinner and some getting aequainted.” 

“Sounds good to me.” I shook his hand and went baek around the main building 
to look at the old lab as the man drove off to another appointment. 

After stopping by his offiee and signing all the neeessary papers, I told Jim I would 
be baek in a week and finish the elosing doeuments. I needed the time to get all of my 
stuff boxed up in Las Vegas and have it moved out of my apartment. 

I knew more about my father right now than I had ever imagined possible. 
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It took three eoats of heavy latex paint from Sears to eover the outside of the old 
house and lab, but when I was finished it aetually looked new. I replaeed the old 
warped wooded frames with new vinal ones and new earpeting. A new high 
performanee air-eonditioner for both the house and the lab, made them wonderful 
year-round. I’d took over payments on a tmek one of the Marines over at Twenty-Nine 
Palms eouldn’t make and used it for hauling and landseaping. 

Within a eouple months, I had the old homestead looking like what most 
Southern California homes in the desert should look like. White roek instead of a 
lawn, desert plants in pots all around the edge of the house. The driveway was now- 
blaek topped and a new earport to keep the Ford and the tmek out of the noonday sun 
that eould pull the paint off of anything in weeks. 

I had only eneountered two rattlers w hile I was doing all of my work around the 
plaee and both of them were in the erawl spaee under the lab. I gently reloeated them 
up the eanyon. I went under there to make sure the hundred pounds of dynamite my 
dad had plaeed there was gone and not just boiling the nitroglyeerin out of the elay 
and pooling in the bottom of the pit we had built. Someone had taken eare of that 
little task for me, whieh made me very grateful, to say the least. Not getting ‘blowed up’ 
is good. 

The lab had been used for storage for all these years, and I aetually eame upon 
some old stuff left behind when my Unele Bob had the plaee eleaned out. There 
wasn’t anything of value, just a eouple of old Allied Eleetronie eatalogs and some 
vintage Life Magazines. I had set them aside to look through at some point in the 
future. 

I got every last speek of dust out of that lab, then painted it with high gloss enamel. 
Two new whiteboards, a set of eabinets, with a eomplete beneh on the top, made a 
great plaee to work on eleetronies. I’d gone into L.A. a eouple of times for speeial 
items and, during one of those trips, stopped by a large eleetronie supply house and 
pieked up all the test equipment I thought I might need. I threw in a used Hallierafters 
Short Wave reeeiver to listen to news from all over the world and Coast to Coast with 
Art Bell. A small fireproof safe finished it off, bolted to the floor and walls, eontaining 
my father’s notebooks, as well as my own. I’d spent a good six months putting my world 
baek in order and I was just about ready to start on my new adventure. 

During the fall, I had started going down to the high sehool and got baek into 
jogging on the traek. There were several middle aged guys doing the same, all fighting 
the battle of the bulge and a few of us would get together on Friday nights to wateh the 
football team play when they were at home and then go to the loeal sports bar to have a 
beer or two as well as trading lies about how good we were when we played ball. 

My new eover story for myself was that I was a private researeh eonsultant working 
for an un-named eompany, working in the area of miero-eireuitry for new personal 
eomputers. 
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No one asked mueh further than that. I was respeeted as a professional and a 
man, what more eould anyone ask out of life? 

Jim Evers and his wife Aliee beeame friends and she was always trying to fix me up 
with some eharming loeal gal that was divoreed with two kids or someone from their 
ehureh that had a "really good personality”. But I had beeome an expert at bobbing 
and weaving out of any of those ehallenges in life. After a few months, I think Aliee 
deeided I was a eloset ease gay and she stopped trying to find me a mate. 

In Deeember, after the last game of the high-sehool football season at the eoolest 
part of the year, I started work on my projeet in earnest. If twenty-five years ago my dad 
eould build a deviee that worked with what he had available and not all of the 
information that I had at hand, and aetually aeeomplished his task, then I eould not 
believe I eouldn’t replieate it. I wasn’t sure what I planned to do with it. Maybe get 
future lottery numbers, find the right stoek pieks, or, pull a Marty’ MeFly and buy a 
Sports Almanae.But the ehallenge was there, and I was up to it. 

The one thing giving me pause was when Bellamy booted me out he’d let me 
keep all of my, and my father’s, notebooks. I had no reeourse to get them baek if he 
hadn’t, so it stmek me as strange as to why he’d done it. I traded it off as an oversight 
on someone else’s part that had bagged up my plaee for me. Not knowing what they 
were or what they eontained, they’d been tossed into a box and put in storage along 
with so many other things I probably shouldn’t have. 

I redueed the size of the deviee down to less than a shoebox. It was all solid state 
but it was a biteh to wind the main and seeondary eoils, whieh had somewhere 
between thirty five to forty thousands winds of miero-thin magnetie wire. I bought a 
small lathe and a mill, the type folks used to build model steam engines. It took up 
only a small eomer of the lab but I eould fabrieate items I eouldn’t possibly buy on the 
open market. 

I'd found a portable military surplus generator in Tueson that I drove out and 
pieked up, that put out ten kilowatts of power using diesel. It was housed in a 
eon verted shipping eontainer I’d bought and painted to mateh the lab exterior and was 
equipped with its own air-eonditioner and exhaust sileneer. So, when I needed extra 
power in the lab I had it available without burning out the loeal eleetrieal grid from 
the drain in eranking up the "Gadget”, my niekname for the Time-Runner deviee I 
was building. 

In February, eighteen months after I had walked out of that Fos Alamos hospital, I 
was ready for the first test of my Time Runner. It sat atop a ehamber made of stainless 
steel, surrounded by a Faraday eage. I’d bought a large lead panel and attaehed it to 
rollers on the eeiling. After eheeking out everything around the deviee to make sure 
nothing would blow’ up, I prepared for the first trial run. I didn’t know what to send 
into the future. So I pieked up an old, faded Fife Magazine, the July 17^^, 1957 
edition, still sitting in a staek on my desk, and put it in the ehamber. 

I’d brought the deviee up to working speed twiee before.That was the reason I 
bought the lead shield. The first two times, my Geiger eounter pegged and I knew I 
was produeing enough gamma rays to fry my behind, or turn me into the Hulk, if I 
wasn’t eareful. This time it eame up to a working level and the meter stayed silent, 
exeept for eommon baekground radiation, behind the sereen. I pushed the eontrol all 
the way to the top of the range and saw the signature bright bluish-white flash I 
expeeted. The air was alive with ozone and I felt my hair stand straight up from the 
statie eleetrieity. 

I waited five minutes after I shut down the deviee, waiting for it to eool before I 
even thought about opening the blast door on the ehamber. I rolled the shield away 
and eheeked the unit for fried wires, burnt out eireuits or anything else that would 
make me erazy. Everything looked fine. I put a thermograph on the ehamber door 
and it was eool enough to open, so I unstrung the lateh. 
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The Life magazine was gone. In its plaee was a buff eolored envelope. I took it 
out and walked over to my desk and opened it. The handwriting was small, tight and 
maseuline: 

Nice Job, Ted! 

Thought this might help you to align the unit better. 

Also a little gift I got from an oldfriend. 

You are ready now, and I think, he woufd want you to have it. 

Rufus. 

I sat baek and looked at the sheets of paper. It was a sealed diagram and a 
sehematie of a time unit, probably some kind of direetional loeator. It would allow a 
smaller Time Runner deviee to be tuned to a speeifie plaee in spaee as well as time, 
one of the things we had never been able to figure out, when we worked on redueing 
the size of the great beast at Montauk, all those years ago. No one at Groom Lake had 
been able to get the “Coordinator,” as it was ealled, down to any kind of portable size. 
It still took up fifteen square feet of floor spaee, was seven feet high and weighed 
several tons. I marveled at the simplieity of Rufus’s design and laughed out loud. He 
had by-passed so mueh of the trivial and hit the heart of the matter, dead on. It made 
the Time Runner to where it eould be portable. The Gadget eould be thrown in the 
trunk of a ear and earned anyplaee, possibly redueed to fit in a baekpaek, or maybe, 
someday in the future, the size of a telephone pager you eould just elip on your belt. 
Wow! Wouldn’t that be something? The massive power input needed was the only 
problem I needed to work out now, and I didn’t see that getting fixed anytime soon. 
But it had all worked, just like I said! And here I was, stripped, branded, blaekballed 
and kieked out of the government, but still dealing with Dr. Rufus T. Henry, 
somewhere up or down the timeline. 

I finally shuffled to the last page, whieh was a different size and mueh older than 
all the other leaves in the disheveled staek. It was a very old, yellowed, 5x8 sheet of 
personal stationary that had been tom off a notepad, the kind you keep on y our desk 
for messages, doodles and various seribblings. 

The bottom had a bloek printed line that read: “Prineeton University ” The header 
had a more elegant, eursive typefaee in gold leaf that said: “From the desk of A.E. ” 

Hmm...didn’t know anyone with those initials eonneeted to Rufus. “A little gift I 
got from an old friend.” Okay. 

In the eenter of the note page was an equation: 


b 

S = -Mg C f ds 
a 

I mbbed my jaw, trying to make heads or tails out of it. It obviously had to be 
important, or Rufus wouldn’t have bothered to send it baek through time. I went over 
to my desk, eleared it off, and rooted around through the piles and erates till I found a 
yellow legal pad and flipped over the used seribbled on pages to find some still blank. 
Using the language of mathematies and physies, I needed to break this down into its 
elements and integers if I was ever going to make heads or tails out of it. 
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With the common and standardized notation used: There is a negative reference 
in the formula in the Lagrangain function, because , becomes the action integral 
instead of S. In Lagrangian format, which be would be seen as: 


b _ 

L = -1 ij. I ♦ d s = -IMglC 1 - 

a C^2 

Therefore it can be assumed that the Mg particle, or mass/gravity can be seen 
more generally as Mi Therefore I could assume that: 

= -MgC 

All the hair on my body prickled as an electric shock went through me. Stunned, 
the blood drained out of my face and a space opened at the back of my head. My 
mouth dropped open and I put my hands over it out of what I could not decipher was 
either sheer terror or unabashed wonder and amazement. 

OH...MY... GOD! 

How could I have been so dense? 

How could I have not seen this for what it was right away? 

An old friend... of Rufus? 

The yellowed note pad stationary: 

“Princeton University 

The inscription, ''From the desk ofA.E. ” 

A.E. 

Albert Einstein. 

This was the actual, original sheet of paper, taken from his desk, probably from 
right under his head, only moments after he had died. 

Complete, elegant, simple, magnificent, and a work of sheer, shining, 
unadulterated, genius. 

It made the whole universe make sense and come into clear view. 

It was the Unified Field Theory! 

The full and complete formula ! What E=MC^had done to unlock the secrets and 
power of the atom this equation would allow us to unlock the infinite power and mystery' 
of the universe . We could fold space for superluminal faster than light speed travel or 
instantaneously communicate with anything or anyone anywhere in the universe. It made 
distance no factor at all, as it explained the underlying inter- dimensional interconnections 
of everything, everywhere. It was the mathematical expression of the face of the Creator! 

Oh, and, of course, unlimited travel backwards and forwards in time. 

I wanted to send Rufus back a thank you note, but thought better of it. I didn’t 
know where to begin. I needed to calm down and master the Coordinator problem 
first. With the Unified Field Theory in hand, it should now be child’s play, which 
meant I could also locate where, and when, he, and my father, were in the time field. 
That, in and of its self, would be interesting. 

History had been made here today. Future generations would look back on this 
moment as the day every thing changed, if they were ever actually told about it. But I’d 
find a way for the world to know, somehow, someday. When I died, or just moved 
ahead in the time stream, I would get this story to one of those crazy researchers the 
government spent so much time smearing, then they could write a book to tell the 
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whole story. There was this psyehie remote viewer who was also a TV and movie 
writer/direetor. lie was always my favorite guest on Coast to Coast AM with Art Bell. 
Say what you want, Sean David Morton had some serious balls, and I eouldn’t believe 
no one had put a bullet in this guy, the way he messed around with Dulee and Area 
51. They had to move the whole Groom operation to Utah beeause of him. But 
beeause he elaimed to be "psyehie”, with some fantastieally aeeurate predietions, he 
was easy to diseredit by the “mainstream/government stooge media”, so he didn’t wind 
up dead. Smart! Yeah, he was erazy...like a fox! He had nerves of steel and iee water in 
his veins, but eould tell a great joke and had a grounded sense of humor about himself 
and the world. I have never heard him lie or baek down from anyone. At Five-One 
he’d been ehased, shot at, threatened, harassed and he still kept eoming baek for more. 
They’d killed several of his friends who had gotten in too deep like Jim Keith, John 
Hadley and Danny Cassalero and he still kept at it. I even heard one General say onee 
that they knew his dad and that he was ‘Too funny to kill”, whieh was the only thing 
keeping him alive. 

Yeah. He would be the one. 

All Sean would have to do was show this equation to a eouple of top physieists and 
they would know right then and there this wasn’t some bullshit made up story. That is 
only after they fainted., .or went nuts. The applieations for instantaneous superluminal 
eommunieations and the transmission of unlimited paekets of data, sound and video 
anywhere in the universe with no infrastmeture would be limitless. It would shape the 
2U^ eentury. To say nothing of travel through spaee and time. Maybe I eould help him 
from the future like my friends were helping me. Hmmm... 

Of eourse, my story and this equation would probably get this poor kid dead, but 
that was a long time off. He’d just have to stay alive long enough to see that a book 
about all this made it to print, or better yet maybe a movie or TV series. And even if 
they didn’t knoek him off, I know the rotten bastards in the government would 
probably smear him like no one had ever seen!! They just would make something up 
or set him up. It’s what I would do...if I still worked in the guts of the maehine. But I 
was no longer beholden to "The Man.” 

I was The Lone Ranger out in my desert shaek hideout that had just eraeked open 
all of time and spaee! 

I pulled a eelebratory beer from the small fridge in the lab I kept there for just 
sueh oeeasions, and popped the top. 

“Cheers to you. Unele Albert! You finally figured out who God was...right before 
you met Him!” 

I took a long swig. 

I felt like a million bueks! 
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I was out front watering my plants on Saturday morning, when the blaek sedan 
pulled into my driveway. The windows were tinted to proteet the interior from the 
desert heat and make it impossible to see who was sitting in the ear. I eontinued to 
water, not really earing if somebody was lost up here in the eanyon or not, when the 
baek door opened and a heavy man struggled to get out of the baek seat. 

Dr. Harvey Glipsen had found me again. 

I stood there non-plussed holding the hose and watehing him huff and puff as he 
waddled his way up my driveway, working around the ehain I had ereeted between two 
steel posts eemented into the ground. 

" Jesus, Mary and Joseph Ted!” He sweated out. "‘You might as well be on the 
baek side of the goddamn moon. How in the hell did you find this plaee?” Haney 
was almost out of breath, wheezing like he was going to have a heart attaek walking 
up a 10° ineline. He was still sporting the same tweed jaeket with leather patehes and 
dark slaeks. His hair was thinner than I remembered and almost eompletely white. 

“Yeah. Just grand to see you, too. Dad and I built this plaee when I was a kid.” I 
eontinued to water as he sidled up beside me doubling over with his hands on his 
knees. I stepped to one side so he wouldn’t drip sweat on me. 

“Oh eut all the polite erap! Of eourse it’s good to see you, you dumb bastard!” 
He looked around and eontinued to shake his head out of pity or disgust, I wasn’t sure 
whieh. “Do you have, like, a eold drink of water in this plaee or...please Jesus...a 
beer... maybe?” 

I turned the hose on him. The water hit him square in the faee. I left it there for a 
niee long while until he was good and soaked, as he flailed his arms and sputtered in 
shoek. I moved it up and down, not wanting to miss a spot, and finally nonehalantly 
turned it baek on my plants. 

“Okay! Okay! I guess I deserved that!” He thought for a moment. “That did feel 
pretty good though. Ted! Please!” 

“Are you asking to eome into my home? The one that I pay for?” I eouldn’t help 
myself, the resentment that still stung deep and I was ready to let the world know it. 

“Look, if you want me to grovel and embarrass myself, I will! But ean I at least 
debase, degrade and humiliate myself inside like a human being, where I ean get out 
of the sun? You think you owe me that mueh in your life? Do I need to die of heat 
stroke and burst into flames to make you feel better?” 

He stood there still spitting out water dripping down into his mouth from his wet 
hair and moustaehe. Harv was still Harv. He would never ehange. He was going to his 
grave being a big fat jerk, but I found myself still liking him even after everything. 

“Come on. But make sure whoever’s in that ear gets out ot the sun. I don’t want 
dead bodies on my hands by the time you finish a beer...exeept yours maybe!” I 
walked around to the front door and Harvey spoke into a small handheld unit and the 
blaek ear headed down the eanyon. 
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He walked in and looked around at my well ordered home. “And I thought 
Groom Lake was a pit. This is worse! How do you stand it?” He pieked out my favorite 
leather ehair and plopped himself down with a wet squish, after dropping his dripping 
wet eoat on my red leather eoueh. “Cool in here, though. Niee if you like living in 
Freneh Guiana. Got a whole Devil’s Island kinda feel to it all. Dustin Hoffman your 
butler here Mr. MeQueen?” 

I let the Pappion movie referenee slide and got a beer and a glass of ieed tea for 
myself and eame baek in and sat down. I wondered what had brought him off the 
reservation to see the branded traitor to his eause. He downed the beer in two pulls 
and sat baek. I tossed him the seeond one without eomment and he plueked it out of 
the air with a eat-like speed and had it open in one graeeful motion. 

“Nurse that one, euz that is all you get. There’s no eredit for servieemen or their 
bosses. Strietly eash and earry. That one’s on the house.” I motioned at the ean. 
“Anything else you pay...eash.” 

“Grumpy fart in your old age, aren’t eha?” Harv laughed and drank. 

“Not really big on soeial eustoms these days.” I knew he had something on his 
mind but I wasn’t ready to here his piteh just yet.“Last time you and I had a beer it eost 
me ten years of my life and my eareer, with not even a kiss good-bye.” 

“Ah, bitter too. After all the things I did for you? That’s what I eall ingratitude.” I 
worked my jaw, thinking of something to say. He put the beer on my oak eoffee table, 
leaving a wet ring, and put his reading glasses on. He pulled out his notebook and 
looked through it. He pieked out a pieture and handed it to me. It was Irina and Pasha, 
dressed, posed, smiling, leaning toward eaeh other and both beautiful beyond 
eompare. It was a studio portrait shot. 

“That’s a really eheap shot, Harvey! Even for you!” I tossed it baek at him and it 
fluttered in the air, landing faee up on the table like a line drawn in the sand between 
us. 

“Taken two weeks ago, in New York. She’s growing up.” He took off his glasses 
and sat baek ehewing on the tip of one of the arms, suneying me like a lion taking in a 
fat, slow zebra. 

I put my ieed tea down on a eoaster then grabbed him by the seruff of the neek 
and the seat of his pants and threw him head first through the front window ...in my 
head...for about the fourth time. 

“What exaetly do you want from me?” 

“I ean only imagine how you must feel about all of us, Ted.” Harv started with his 
best voiee reserved for Senators and the POTUS, the President of the United States. 

“NO YOU FUCKING CAN’T! NOT EVER!!” I exploded jumping to my feet, 
dying to fulfill the fantasy roiling in my brain. “You will never know what I feel! Don’t 
you DARE insult me by even thinking that!” I flared up with all the suppressed rage 
built up like a gallows inside me over the last eighteen months. “I did what was 
neeessary! I aeeomplished every task asked of me and what did I get in return? WHAT? 
A boot...up...my...ASS! Without as mueh as a Thank you, man!’ No! You do NOT 
know how I FUCKING FEET!” 

“Calm down, Teddy! Eet’s approaeh this like two old friends instead of you going 
off like some raving lunatie.” Harv was elearly shaken by my outburst. 

“You walk in here and expeet me to be eivil?” I said pulling it baek to a low boil. 
“You wouldn’t even return my ealls! I had some sawbones eutting on my spine, 
wondering if i was ever going to walk again or eome out some drooling paraplegie. 
Bellamy brands me a traitor to my eountry, my speeies and my world! Then you hold 
my wife and daughter hostage and then I get some...” I eouldn’t remember the guy’s 
name that eame to Eos Alamos, "... pinhead bag boy who know’s nothing about me or 
what I’ve done and hands me my walking papers. Don’t think for one goddamn 
minute I plan to be eivil, eordial or anything resembling it! You and Bellamy and the 
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rest of you goddamn monkeys ean roast on a slowly turning spit in the fires of hell 
being fueked up the ass all day and night with the pointy barbed diek of Satan himself, 
as far as I’m eoneemed!” 

Harv just took it. lie wineed at some of the words, but just stared, slaek jawed and 
expressionless. ‘Teel better now? Can we talk like reasonable people?” 

Looking at him I wanted to laugh. Instead, I walked to the kitehen to buy myself 
some time and got him another beer. He bad his baek on the ropes that mueh was 
elear, otherwise he’d never be here. If I wanted to go on in exile, alone, by myself, in 
my government sanetioned St. Helena. I eould. But it would be just that. The end of 
the road. The isle from whieh I would never return. But if I ever eonsidered going 
baek and making this my Elba instead of St. Helena, this would be the time. The man 
was seared to death of something. And if this bear of a man with nerves of steel and 
liquid nitrogen in his veins was frightened he was only the ieeberg’s tip, the point man 
for thousands of other people. Hell, governments, nations, the whole world was seared 
shitless as well, otherwise Dr. Harvey Gilpsen (possibly the seeond most powerful 
human being on Earth) would never be submitting to my humiliations. My euriosity 
was eating me alive. 

I walked baek in and held out the beer. He grabbed at it like a drowning man, but 
I snatehed it away. “Twenty-bueks!” I said as he sputtered. “My house, my rules, 
bubba!” He reaehed in his poeket and he put a hundred on the table. 

“Keep the ehange, you bastard.” Harv seowled. 

I put Benjamin safely in my poeket then handed him the beer, whieh he grabbed 
and held to his ehest with both hands, narrowing his eyes suspieiously like I was going 
to fight him for it. He put it down without opening it, glaring at me. 

“Would it do any good to tell you I fought Bellamy tooth and nail about this? You 
were absolutely right about everything. His plan, that he double-money-baek- 
guaranteed people would work, blew up in his ugly faee and he almost had a tragedy of 
epie proportions on his hands. You jump in, save the day, kill the bad guys and pull 
out the goose that laid the golden egg to boot! Then, you go and save the dumb 
bastard’s life, twiee, and blow away that galaetie priek Eord Tugy for good measure, in 
front of twenty witnesses!” Harv finally opened his beer, drained it, wiped his mouth 
with the baek of his hand, and belehed. 

“To top it off, nobody knows what went through that Mesa like erap through a 
goose. It killed all those little gray sons of bitehes and the evidenee is blown sky high to 
boot. To this day, we don’t know what happened, other than you seemed to know all 
about it and saved everyone’s ass. So, Bellamy doesn’t know who you are, what you’re 
doing, who you’re getting your information from or who you’re really working for. He 
errs on the side of eaution. Not the right deeision. I knew it. Jaek knew it. But Bellamy 
got to where he eouldn’t trust you. You’ve seen all this before. Paranoid people work in 
this business, and they’re paranoid for very good reasons. He wasn’t about to give you 
the keys to the kingdom and hand you the Jaeobs Center at Fallon after all of this 
happened. In his twisty little mind it would be like putting the eoyote in eharge of the 
sheep farm.” 

“Okay! So what?” I still wasn’t eonvineed. 

“Boy, you are working on being a hard ease, aren’t you?” Harv reaehed into his 
jaeket and pulled out a buff eolored envelope, still wet around the edges, and held it in 
his hands. 

“Why should I?” I sat baek erossing my arms in my ow n brand of defianee. 

“Beeause we need you. Hell, Teddy...I need you! Here’s what happened while 
you’ve been out here in the dirt playing Rat Patrol First,” he eounted on his sausage 
fingers, “the Visitors have been raising holy hell with us; using small raiding parties to 
eome and go. There aren’t enough of them to do a lot of damage but they’re keeping 
the guys in Information Suppression so busy they ean’t think straight. Sightings, 
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encounters, abductions, you name it. Just for the hell of it. They took a secretary to a 
prime minister two months ago and did an Ellen on her.” 

I winced at the thought of that happening to anyone. 

“They did it, just to let us know they are pissed as hell and playing hardball. 

“Second: they wiped out Tugy’s homeworld. Pfft! Gone! Blammo! Just like he 
told us they would. Made an example out of it for anyone else thinking of fucking 
with them. Complete and utter destruction. Total genocide. The whole planet burnt 
to a cinder, and they’re running their fleet at full tilt to get to us next. The 
timetable has been moved up by three to five years. Something about alignments 
with galactic center on December 21, 2012 that will help them get here quicker. So 
we might be looking at going toe-toe with them by the end of that decade, Dulce made 
them all re-think their entire game plan. Bought us several more years. 

“Third: we can’t get the device to work at all. Some little something in it we can’t 
find. Irina is the only one with any idea, and she won’t go any further without you 
being brought back from exile. Period. That is her condition. 

“Fourth, and finally, this...” he fluttered the envelope at me. “This, my friend, is 
the shot to the head, for all of us. Five people have seen this. All of them know you are 
the only guy that can make that piece of shit at Fallon dance a jig, and they are raising 
high holy hell to know why the ‘Hero of the Dulce Mesa’, who we should have pinned 
a medal on, has been stripped of his stripes, branded a traitor and sent to fend for 
himself like Chuck Conners amongst the savages.” 

He flicked the envelope with his finger. 

I could remain in my St. Helena to die, or take that envelope from him, get Irina 
and Pasha, and my whole life, all back, and escape from exile in Elba, returning 
triumphant. I had lived to fight another day. 

I grabbed the envelope and tore it open as Harv smiled and sat back. I stared at it 
for a long hard minute as my jaw went slack. I didn’t know’ whether to laugh or cry. 

I held in my hands the July 17th 1957 edition of Fife Magazine. But it was just the 
cover, as the innards had been tom out. The date was circled in red ink and someone 
had written across the cover: 

Thought you might like to see this. 

Ted sent it to me. 

Really good photos of Marilyn Monroe in it. I am keeping them. 

Yours truly, 

Dr. Rufus T. Henry. 

I held it out in front of me and thought about the experiment two nights ago. 

“When did you get this?” I asked quietly. 

“Three months ago. Why? Don’t tell me you just got this in the mail? The US 
post office is bad, but it’s not that bad.” 

“Two nights ago. I dug it out of an old box. Come on, let me show you my 
workshop.” I got up and headed for the back door. 

As Ilan’ bent to pick up his jacket a gun fell out of the side pocket. He quickly 
picked it up and stuffed it back into his coat. 

“Is that in case I didn’t want to play ball?” 

“It’s for snakes.” Harv said indignantly. “I hate snakes...and the goddamn desert!” 
He walked out, puffing and shambling along. 

Inside the lab, he looked around and futzed with this and spun that, then sat on 
the metal lab stool. “Nice set up you got here. It must work, too. From the looks of 
that cover of Fife.” He fiddled w ith a knob on the oscilloscope. 

“Bellamy must have loved that. He never believed me when I told him I’d talked 
to Dr. Henry.” I added. 


~ 424 ~ 



SANDS OF TIME 

“Yeah, he told me...just before he tried to blow his brains out on a live 
transmission from the Caymans. Told me he’d been so wrong about you and that we 
should try to get you baek. ” Harv never blinked when he said the words. 

“Did he kill himself?” I asked. 

“No. Jamison, that Seottish son of a biteh, stopped him. Wrestled the gun out of 
his hand then whaeked him with it a eouple of times for good measure. They tossed 
his ass in the hospital and found he’d been living on Benzedrine to keep him awake for 
months. Made him goofy as hell. He’s baek on the job and doing pretty good now. 
But now we have to babysit him 24/7. No one trusts him not to try it again. I don’t 
think he will, but we need to make sure he doesn’t up and deeide to join the ‘Choir 
Celestial,’ as he is so often fond of saying.” Harv walked over to the deviee and looked 
in the ehamber. 

“How do you direet it to where you want it to go?” 

“That’s what my old friend Dr. Henry just gave me the other night. Now all I’m 
working on is a power unit to make it man portable.” i took some pride in showing off 
my brainehild. 

“You want a big one to play with?” Harv sat baek down on the stool. 

“At Fallon?” I asked. 

“Yup. That, and all the help you want. Whattaya say, nephew?” Harv thought he 
had a done deal and put out his sweaty hamhoek of a hand. I looked down at it, 
swaying in spaee. 

“No.” I said. His mouth eame full open. 

“No! Whaddaya mean NO? You ean’t say ‘no’ to this! This is your life we are 
talking about, here! You’ve spent years trying to make this work and I want to hand 
you the most well funded, best staffed faeility in the world, and you say ‘No’?” Harv 
was beside himself 

“Why didn’t Bellamy eome and ask me himself? He’s the one that eaused all this 
trouble. And you’re all just letting him get away with it!” I was still smarting and I was 
not ready to go baek in the game just yet. 

“Bellamy wasn’t going to eome out here and faee you eye to eye after what he’d 
done. He watehed you blow a man to pieees without a fueking twiteh! He eould see 
himself lying dead among the eaetus in your front yard and you pissing on his eorpse 
to boot. He may be erazy but he’s not stupid. So he sends out old Harv. Hell, if you 
killed me, you'd just be putting me out of his misery. I’ve been jaeking my jaw at that 
priek for eighteen months about how stupid he was that we lost you. Do you know’how 
mueh fun it has been for me to stiek that up his ass every day? Hell, I’d rather see you 
rot out here just for the entertainment value it provides me!” 

Harv lieked his lips and wiped his mouth again with the baek of his hand. He 
opened my refrigerator and pulled out a beer. 

“Hey!” I said with palm out. 

“Serew you! A hundred bueks buys me five beers, ya eheap Jewey bastard!” He 
took a long swig. “Ah! Twenty-dollar beer!” He rubbed the eold ean on his sweaty 
forehead and turned baek to faee me. 

“Tell you what. Sunny Jim. Let me bring in the seeond string, see if they ean 
make a differenee, is that all right? As long as you promise me not to kill anybody 
else.” 

“I haven’t hurt anyone in a long time, Harv and I don’t plan to again.” 

“Just hold on.” He pulled the little radio unit out of his poeket. “Morty? Ask them to 
eome up to the...‘lab’.” He said the word with disdain. “It’s behind the main 
house...yeah, where the shitter should be.” 

There was a eliek on the radio as Harv put it away, he finished the beer, erushed 
the ean and dropped it on the floor. There was a soft knoek on the door and I opened 
it expeeting some seienee geeks that were going to paw through all my stuff. Jaek 
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Thompson was standing there, dressed in a suit. His left hand was a meehanieal hook, 
lie reaehed out and grabbed me in an embraee. 

“Hello, Ted! So good to see you.” I held him at arms distanee and looked into his 
eyes. 

“You don’t know how good it is to see you.” I held the hook for a minute and 
looked at it. 

“It’s a little tough to type, so Harv got me a new seeretary.” He smiled and stepped 
in. 

“What happened to Shirley?” I was elosing the door. 

“Married her. Now she’s home getting ready to have little Jaek.” He laughed and 
I beamed at his good fortune, as I shut the door. “I wouldn’t elose that just yet, Ted.” 

I opened the door baek up and standing like a vision in a business suit, looking 
absolutely beautiful was Irina. 

“Permission to eome into your laboratory. Dr. Humphrey?” She said eoyly and 
tilted her head. 

“It’s our laboratory! And you never have to ask permission, you know that!” I 
grabbed her and hugged her so hard it squeezed all the air out of her. 

I never wanted to let her go again. 
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The afternoon had been filled with old friends and lovers sharing everything that 
had gone on for years between us and around us. Irina sat next to me, holding my 
hand on oeeasion and regaling me with stories of Pasha and their lives in Russia, The 
ups and downs of it all. The way they were treated when in favor and the hardships of 
being held aeeountable for those things she had no way of eontrolling. 

Harv sent Morty to get some Chinese take out, sinee he didn’t think it was a 
good idea for all of us to be seen together in Barstow at The Bun Boy. He had 
Morty piek up two eold twelve paeks to make sure he restored to my world that 
whieh was mine. But there was no way he was getting his hundred bueks baek. 

Irina would get up and wander around the house looking at eventhing. She 
opened medieine eabinets and looked in elosets. She sat and eried looking at her own 
pieture on my desk and that of our daughter, when she was really young. 

During a lull in the eonversation when everyone was just about talked out, she 
leaned over to me. ‘T have grown older. I don’t look like that pieture any more.” 

“I ean’t tell the differenee myself.” I hugged her. 

“You are sueh a liar, but don’t stop! It does my vanity good to hear that someone 
thinks I am still pretty.” She blushed and swept her long hair baek from her faee. 

‘T won’t ever lose you again. I will bring down the thunder from heaven before 
that happens.” I said with eonvietion and absolute belief 

“You have never lost me. You know that. We all make mistakes in life. Let us see 
if we ean eorreet some of them. I tell Pasha every night about her father. The man 
that stood beside me fighting for our lives under fire and in the Atlantie Oeean and 
never flinehed. She thinks that you are ten feet tall and kill dragons.” Her aeeent 
would still eome out when she talked fast. “She is going to be an artist when she is 
grown. She does beautiful watereolors and pastels. She did a ehareoal for you. She 
told me you would want it.” Irina took a folded pieee of paper from her purse and 
handed it to me. 

I gently unfolded it and looked at the drawing of a man’s faee on the paper. I sat 
transfixed like I had been pole axed. I looked up first at Irina and then Harv. 

“We didn’t do it!” Harv was off the mark quieker than I thought he eould be. “We 
never gave her anything like that.” 

“She tells me this is her grandfather. I don’t remember the photo Kammler gave 
you at Mount Graee, but it has some of the same features.” She tilted her head 
looking at it. I dug into my wallet and pulled out the old faded photograph and handed 
it to her. She sat looking al it and then looked up at me. 

“She tells me he eomes and talks to her at night sometimes in her dreams and tells 
her that her father is a great and wonderful man that she will be very proud of.” She 
looked a little frightened. 

It was a perfeet likeness of my dad. I went over and took a frame out of the drawer 
of my desk I had been saving, plaeed the drawing in it and put it beside the pieture of 
Irina and Pasha. I eouldn’t speak, I was so ehoked up with emotion. 
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“Can I talk all of you into an experiment in my, tiny lab?” I was sure, but I 
needed to know something to help me make a deeision in my life. 

“Of eourse.” Irina answered and looked at Harv who shrugged and Jaek who stood 
UP. 

“Do you have another pieture of Pasha with you?” I asked. She pulled out her 
wallet and handed me one that had been reeently made in the photo studio in New 
York. We walked out to the lab and got everything set up. I gently plaeed the photo 
inside the ehamber and slid the lead into plaee. 

“This is going to hurt, isn’t it?” Han' asked from the stool behind the lead shield. 

“Not a bit, but keep your eyes elosed, it gets bright in here.” I started the generator 
and hit the relays. The flash was instantaneous and the room smelled of ozone. I shut 
everything down and waited five minutes before I popped the ehamber open. In plaee 
of the studio photo, was now one of Irina and I with graying hair at the temples 
beaming proudly’, posing in front of the eireular 15th Century building ealled the 
Camera at the heart of Oxford University. Between us was Pasha in her Oxford eollege 
graduation gown. I flipped the pieture over. 

Teddy, 

Your future is still my past! 

£ove, 

DAD! 

I had tears in my eyes as I handed it to Irina and Harv got himself and Jaek 
another beer. “We are not just talking about seienee here folks. We are talking about a 
whole different level of understanding of things.” Harv: master of the understatement. 
Irina held the photo to her ehest. 

“Are you eoming home to us, soon.” She asked softly. 

“Am I wanted there?” I had to make sure this wasn’t just one of those funny 
dreams that plagued me for the eourse of my life where she would start kissing me and 
I would wake up with a dog lieking my faee. 

“You have always been wanted there. I have been waiting for two years to be re¬ 
united with you, Doktor Ted Humphrey, meester beeg shot! I w ill show the world I am 
smarting than all of you.” She was aetually mad, I eould tell, and we all smiled at her 
bad English. “We broke our baeks in Russia and eouldn’t get our deviee to work at all. 
When I eome here, they are no better. They tell me to fix, but PIFFT! Is disaster! 
Bellamy gives me doeuments you gave him after Dulee. But I ean’t even understand 
them, they are so eomplex. He blow up what, five maehines, Meester Harvey?” Her 
aeeent was getting worse the more beers she had. 

“Six...but who’s eounting the millions of dollars for eaeh one of them.” Harv 
added with sareasm. 

“And you!” Irina slurred. “Out here in Bar-Stool. Playing at being seientist. You 
hand me this as proof of your genius. I know you are the smartest man alive. It just 
them, Harv and what’s-his-name.” She was pieking up Harvey’s lines as well. I was 
sure that went over really well with Bellamy. One Humphrey would be enough for 
anyone, but two was unthinkable. “And you here? Twenty rubles of wire and solder 
and you make impossible thing work? What a waste! Come work with me, dah-link! 
Be da Boss of me day and night! I don’t eare! Show us how to do it, so this pieture 
beeome reality’ and our ehild live,” here eyes began to water as the Russian poet in her 
eame to the surfaee, “in a free world...where no one fears the stars or the night sky and 
what eomes in it!” 
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Bam! The fish hit the bait and it was all over. Hook, line and sinker. I looked at 
Harv and he nodded. ‘T need a week to finish up some things here and then I will be 
wherever it is that you want me to be.” I thought about the Coordinator and wanted to 
still work on it. 

“You got it. But sinee you are baek on my payroll, you get a new set of shadows. I 
ain’t losing you again, kiddo.” Harv got up. “Well, it is time we three head baek for 
that joke of a base ealled Twenty Nine Palms, outside Bar Stool, and get our baeksides 
in da oeean and head baek to Ja-kobs.” Harv pulled on his eoat and pulled out his 
radio. “Morty send the terrible twins in here.” 

Two tall blonde men in blaek suits and blaek sunglasses showed up at the 
door within seeonds. "These here are the Bobsie Twins, Lineoln and Jefferson. They 
work direetly for me and they are going to be smelling your arm pits until you are 
safe and seeure at Jaeob’s Center. No arguments now.” Harv held up his hand. 
“They ean sleep on the eoueh, sueh as it is.” 

I objeeted to the intrusion. “Harv, I have been out here for a year and half alone. I 
don’t think anyone is going to eome in and drag me out in the middle of the night.” 

“Don’t tell me, tell him.” He pointed at Jaek. 

“Ted. It has to be this way. I am responsible for all the seeurity of the Group now 
and there is no way around it. What you showed me tonight here, is the proof I 
needed to see that we eannot let you fall into the wrong hands no matter how 
uneomfortable it may be.” Jaek said and then smiled at me. 

“He always was better at being diplomatie.” I aequieseed to the demand. 

“Give him the stuff Lineoln.” Harv barked at the first young man who pulled a 
portfolio from his poeket and handed it to me. A eomplete set of new identifieation 
eards and seeurity passes. “Full run. Nothing off limits to you now. Boss Three is 
your eall again.” 

“What happened to the last Boss Three that replaeed me while I was gone?” I 
asked. 

“I shot him, for asking too many questions. BWAA-HA-HA!” Harv broke out 
laughing, then regained eontrol after seeing my faee. “Oh, okay, I didn’t shoot him, 
he just went nuts, like everyone does in this outfit. Didn’t have the where-with-all for 
the long haul. He’s sitting on a beaeh in Mexieo eounting sand dollars or something 
like that.” 

I turned to Irina and held her hands against my ehest. “Will you be at Jaeob’s?” 

“I will be at home there, waiting for you to eome home to us.” She reaehed up 
and kissed the side of my faee. 

“Oh fer Christ’s sake eut the mushy stuff for right now’. It is only going to be a 
week and then you two ean play house for a eouple of days and then get to work. Let’s 
gel out of here.” Harv started to leave and then stopped and looked at me. 

“Thank you. Dr. Humphrey. Thank you very mueh.” 

I nodded and eseorted them down the driveway where Morty was waiting in the 
ear for them. Lineoln and Jefferson were standing around looking at the ground for 
snakes, I was sure of that. 

“Oh, by the way, rattlers are attraeted to shiny patent leather, and they’ll strike at 
anything the eolor blaek.” 

I grinned evilly and headed baek inside. 
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I had gone up during the following week to see Jim Evers to ask him to look after 
my plaee and I was willing to pay him for his time. He told me it wasn’t neeessary and 
he would be glad to do it, but wanted to know if everything was alright. 

“Why, Jim? Like I said, I took a position where I need to be gone for several 
months at a time.” I was eurious why he would think something was wrong. 

“Does it have to do with the visitors you had the other night?” He asked me in an 
off-handed way. 

“What would make you think that? It’s true, but I didn’t think you watehed my 
plaee that elosely.” I laughed, but the old paranoia was right there again, itehing at my 
brain. 

“It wasn’t your plaee. It was the faet that the whole road was elosed off, with 
Marine seeurity guys who weren’t letting anyone up the eanyon, unless they lived here 
and then it was only with a military eseort.” He seratehed his head under his often 
worn eow boy hat. “Aliee just knew they were going to take you out in ehains for being 
like a Ruskie spy or something. She reads too many spy novels. I figured you had, 
like, the President or Seeretary of Defense up there.” 

“No sueh luek. Just some folks who like to proteet their identities and work for the 
government.” I thought that the rumor mill had to be grinding this one through 
Barstow right about now-. 

“You going to work for them, Ted?” He asked then raised his hand to stop me 
from answering. “Never mind, none of my business. I will be glad to take eare of the 
plaee. Anything speeial you need done?” 

“Just don’t let it run down. I will send you a eheek every month to have the 
garden kept up and the inside eleaned by one of your folks.” I didn’t need to go into 
any more details. I liked Jim and Aliee and would have liked to stay in eontaet with 
them. I also wanted to keep the old plaee I had grown attaehed to again. I 
remembered how mueh I hated it when I was a kid and now it was the only plaee that 
felt like home. 

I gave him a eheek that he reluetantly took and we said our farewells. 

At my plaee I had paeked up the deviee, all the journals, my dad’s and mine. I 
had some of the stuff I thought I would need immediately. Lineoln and I had the 
debate about moving it myself and I won. He wanted a seeurity detail to take it to 
Jaeobs but I refused. I put it all in the baek of the piek-up and had Jefferson follow in 
the Ford that had my elothes and personal effeets loaded in it. We looked like a gypsy 
earavan. Both men were less than happy about the ten-hour drive up to Fallon, 
Nevada, but I was looking forward to it. Lineoln had lost the toss of the eoin and had 
to ride with me. I would have preferred to drive alone, but that wasn’t happening. 

By the time we were on Nevada Highway 95 between Goldfield and Hawthorn I 
realized we had been traveling with eompany all the way. There were two ehase and 
paee ears behind us that never varied in speed from what we were doing and one other 
up ahead of us that always kept just out of passing distanee. As I went through 
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Hawthorn, I got my first real impression of the seriousness of these men’s intent to get 
me to Jaeobs safely. The lead ear put out a red light on the top of his ear and slowed 
down to make sure I was on his bumper and the two following ears sped up with red 
lights flashing. Lineoln pulled down his sunglasses and looked over at me. 

‘"Don’t stop at the lights, just keep going right through them." He motioned. 

“Little obvious aren’t we?" I flieked baek at him. 

“Doesn’t matter. We don’t want to give anyone a standing target do we?" He 
emphasized his words well. They must have been privy to something that I wasn’t 
told. 

“You want to tell me about this?" I asked the first time and he was mute. “Let me 
put it differently: sinee I think I am one of your bosses now, tell me why so mueh 
firepower?" I drove right through town without letting up on the gas, following the 
lead ear and noting the expression of folks faees to see a military eonvoy raeing 
through their berg, with two eivilian ears in the middle. 

“Oh." He sighed and pulled his glasses off and eleaned them. 

“Out with it." I demanded. 

“Two direetors have been assassinated in reeent weeks while off station. It wasn’t 
random but metieulously planned professional hits. Somebody is trying to take out 
seetion ehiefs all over the plaee. Another two just barely got away with their lives. Sao 
Paolo got hit the worst, and one in Johannesburg." 

“That’s why all the military around my plaee the other night?” 

“That is it. Having Dr. Glipsen and Dr. Humphrey there was simply an 
unaeeeptable risk and the ieing on the eake was the presenee of Colonel Thompson." 
He looked in the rear view mirror to make sure everything was in plaee as we moved 
baek out into the open dun eolored silver of the desert. 

“Um, remember. I’m Dr. Humphrey. I don’t like being referred to in my presenee 
in the third person." I said baek to him. a bit offended he had already forgotten my 
name. 

“Oh not you, sir. The other Dr. Humphrey. The woman that is the Assistant 
Direetor at Jaeobs." He said offhandedly. 

“Irina?” I asked while watehing the road earefully. 

“Yes sir. Why? Is she related to you somehow?" He asked puzzled. I thought 
that someone was so paranoid they were hiding all the faets about everybody from 
every one now. 

"Yes. She’s my wife. Or, ah, was my wife....well, is...but...” I tried to sort that 
one out for myself. 

“That is strange. I thought she was a Russian defeetor that had just eome over to us 
in the last eouple of years.” I was eonstantly moving and looking around. 

“She is. But I knew her years ago and...well...married her." I followed his eyes as 
an Air Foree plane swept through the valley and eireled above us. I saw two blaek 
helieopters in the distanee eoming straight at us. Somebody had the big blaek knob 
pushed to the firewall on those birds. 

“Are these here beeause of us?" I asked eraning my neek to wateh the low flying 
ehoppers pass us and make wide turns in opposite direetions to move along side us. A 
loud panieked beeping blared from the deviee on Lineoln’s waist. He pieked it up and 
pushed a button. 

“Cover One?" He ealled into it. 

“Halo One here! FIND A HOLE! NOW!" The voiees were yelling over the rotor 
blades in the baekground. 

“Roger-Copy!" Lineoln hit another button and yelled into his set. “Seramble!" 
Hepointed to a dirt road ahead on the right. 

“Turn in there and head up that hill.” 
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I didn’t ask why. I already knew and the sweat was pouring down my baek. Being 
stubborn this time might mean I wouldn’t be there for Pasha’s graduation. I eoneeded 
in my mind that me driving might have been a bad ehoiee on my part. I turned onto 
the road and started to feel the bouneing on my lower baek. I looked down and saw I 
was hitting sixty on the dirt road heading out into the desert. 

“Left! Turn left.” Lineoln pulled his weapon and was yelling into his radio to the 
ehase ears. They were following my dust eloud. The lead ear had turned around on 
the highway and was now shoring up our rear. 

“Head for those small hills over there! That old mine!” Lineoln was yelling at me 
over the thunderous sound the tmek was making, hitting every pothole in the dirt and 
the washouts. 

Suddenly, in the rear view mirror a brilliant light appeared from out of nowhere, 
heading right for us, getting larger and brighter. Then the light around the objeet 
faded. Sweet holy mother of CHRIST! I would know that dull burnished silver disk 
anywhere! It was the Sport Model, or something very mueh like it, sereaming out of 
the skv ehasing us down. I spun my head around, almost erashing the tmek, to eateh a 
glimpse to make sure I was aetually seeing what I thought I was seeing, and there it 
was, looking like it had us in its sights. I was about to be killed by a goddamn UFO! 

“This is SLASHER, I got a bogie at ten o’eloek eoming in hot, fast and straight. 
Can NOT, I repeat: ean NOT fire THOR FOUR at it! Loo low! Too low! NO JOY, 
NO JOY! Bogie is on the hard deek.” Thai had to be the jet fighter above us. I 
learned years before that a Thor Four was a high altitude eleetromagnetie pulse 
weapon the Air Foree developed to take out alien spaeeeraft onee they were inside our 
atmosphere. Only problem was when fired below thirty thousand feet it fried even 
pieee of eleetronie equipment on the ground in a direetional beam for seventy miles. 

I madly juked the tmek from side to side, mostly out of sheer terror but also with 
the hope we would make a harder target and raise a bigger eloud eover of dust. 
Lineoln yelled, being smashed against the interior every whieh way. I floored it as I slid 
into the turn on two wheels and skidded sideways almost rolling the tmek toward the 
old msty tin proeessing building in front of the mine. It eovered the shaft someone 
built years ago looking for gold or silver, then going somewhere else to try their hand at 
striking it rieh. 

Leaping out, I grabbed the box with the journals and pointed to Lineoln to grab 
the one with the deviee. He reluetantly eomplied and we ran into the shaft entranee. 
Normally a really dumb thing to do, sinee most of them had a drop shaft just a few’ feet 
inside the entranee that eould extend two or three hundred feet with a hard stop at the 
bottom. Like they say, it’s not the fall that kills you. 

Dropping the boxes next to the wall of the shaft, I moved baek toward the 
entranee to see out. Lineoln pulled a spare small revolver from an ankle holster and 
tossed it to me. 

“I think yon know how to use one of those.” He said, seanning the sky. 

“Onee or twiee.” I gripped it tight. I had never wanted to use one again, but right 
now was not the time to split hairs about my preferenee and morals about killing 
people, or things, that wanted to kill me. 

The other ears eareened to a halt forming a semi-eirele as the agents jumped out 
into defensive positions pointing their weapons over the vehieles. I watehed as the 
helieopters eame to hover some distanee away. In a dazzling burst of light the evil 
Sport Model materialized and hovered between them, the dull silver disk bouneing 
gently up and down on the earth’s magnetie field like a balloon on a string. Ropes 
eame out of the sides of the ehoppers and small blaek figures, that I realized were our 
armed and battle ready Delta Foree troops, poured down the lines, hitting the ground 
mnning, fanning out in all direetions. 
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The choppers turned and opened fire on the saucer with even-thing they had, but 
the bullets and missiles just bounced off an ovoid shaped transparent force shield 
about twenty-feet out with sparks of pink and violet light. A green beam flicked out like 
a tongue of emerald fire and one of the choppers was sliced in two, exploding as it fell. 
The other chopper turned to run, but the implacable green beam slashed out slicing 
the chopper in a diagonal line from the rear wheels to the cockpit and it exploded in a 
white yellow ball of flame. 

"Understand one thing. Doc!” Lincoln said as we watched in horror. "They 
cannot be allowed to get their hands on you. It’s nothing personal.” 

"Whoa! How’ can you killing me not be personal?” I yelled. 

I saw Jefferson running to get into the shaft with us. He was clearly under the 
same orders. I heard panic and yelling from outside, echoing down the shaft. 

The UFO was slowly, ominously, coming toward us. 

The green ray ripped two of the vehicles wide open and the gas tanks exploded, 
scattering fuel all over the building and the other cars. One explosion was followed by 
another. Then it cut my truck in half in a vertical line from the trailer hitch to the cab 
and the two pieces fell away from each other for a moment as if taking one last breath 
and then exploded as well. Those bastards! 

The Interceptor fighter jet came in for a run. SLASHER opened up with rockets 
and conventional cannon fire that just exploded harmlessly with no better luck than 
the doomed helicopters. The beam lashed out at the jet, but missed as he pulled up 
and started to make another turn. The air was crackling alive with the cutting sound of 
the green ray getting closer to our position and everything around us w as blowing up. 

We were outmanned and certainly outgunned even though there were probably 
only three Grays in the craft. But something was wrong. The dull burnished silver skin 
of the disk began to glow a soft pulsing red. It was faint at first but the reddish color 
deepened and the pulsing became more rapid, like an overworked heart, with each use 
of the green death ray. I racked my brain to remember the construction and 
schematics of the Sport Model scout ship we had back in the hanger at Five-One. 
They ran on a single small cone like engine that used a triangularly cut copper colored 
exotic material called Element 115. The element 115 was bombarded with an extra 
proton that produced Element 116, which, for all intents and purposes, was anti¬ 
matter. The anti-matter was contained by a magnetic field and shot at a target gas at 
the base of the cone creating a 96% annihilation ratio. A cobalt-hydrogen bomb was 
only something like 6%. A bomb made out of Element 115 would take out all of 
Western and Eastern Europe and most of the top of Africa. That energy went into the 
three gravity wave amplifiers at the base of the ship. In Omicron mode, with only one 
pulsing amplifier, it floated on the Earth’s magnetic field. Kick in all three and you 
could warp space to jump to where you wanted to go. But scout ships like this one 
certainly were not meant for combat. The power it used to get here from whereever it 
came from, and now the energy to the defensive force shield and then into this force 
beam was overloading and overheating the core engine, which was now' showing as the 
reddish pulse in the gravity field around the ship. 

Once I did the math and figured all the variables, it suddenly hit me: this was a 
suicide mission. They had no intention of ever returning home. Their only job was to 
make sure that I didn’t make it to Jacobs. But they certainly wouldn’t be landing and 
having a firefight with the Delta Force team on open ground when they could cut this 
mountain to pieces and bring it down around our heads. But it gave me an idea. 

"Eincoln!” I yelled. "Give me your radio!” He hesitated and then handed it to 
me. 

"SEASHER? This is Boss Three on the ground and in the hole, copy?” I yelled 
above the noise of the explosions outside. 
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“Got ya. Boss Three.” The radio answered. “Those things have a foree field I ean’t 
puneh a hole through.” 

“SLASHER. Climb to forty-zero thousand feet using afterburners! Do a one-eighty 
and head straight down at them. At twenty-zero thousand, pulse the THOR and then 
pull out. ROGER THAT?” I waited. 

“Roger-eopy, sir, but that is a eontravention of all P and P.. .sir!” God damned 
Poliey and Proeedures, the whole eoneept of the operations manual. It was the water I 
had just thrown out the window along with the proverbial baby. “Also, sir, it won’t 
work at that range! I’d be too far away for it to have...” 

“Took, this boogie is The Eone Ranger! It’s out here all on its own with no baekup 
or support! That thing is about to overload! Ifs a kamikaze on a suieide mission! We 
just need to give him a nudge. One more time, SEASHER! That is a direet order from 
Boss Three, on my personal responsibility and authority, roger?” Eineoln looked at me 
as if I was erazy, and he had every right to do so. 

“Roger-Copy. On your order, sir.” His voiee filled with belief and eonvietion. 
“SEASHER on the rise, twenty seeonds. Boys, hold the fort and throw away your 
Walkmans.” 

The green ray slieed into the roeks above us and tore tons of granite off the eliff 
and dropped it near the entranee to the shaft. 

I roared into the radio: “Close your eyes, soldiers! Cover your ears and open your 
mouths. Eay flat, faee down, AND DON’T FUCKING MOVE!” I turned to the two 
men next to me. “Get baek into this shaft and against a wall.” I was already running 
and avoiding obstaeles.The radio burst alive with the sound of the sereaming jet 
behind the pilot’s voiee. 

“SEASHER is on the down leg run. PEOWING THE FIFED!” 

The pulse hit the ground, literally, like Mjoliner, the hammer of the Norse god of 
thunder. The Mighty Thor. It felt like a foree six earthquake inside the mine. All of us 
were knoeked off our feet and loose roek and shale fell all around us. Eineoln and 
Jefferson threw themselves over me, pinning me to the ground. 

Seeonds later we heard a ripping erash outside followed by a muffled explosion. I 
laid there waiting to see the white light and the visions of dead relatives waiting to 
greet me in the after world. The angels never sang but the radio did eome alive in my 
hand. We had been proteeted from the EM pulse by the granite of the mineshaft. 

“SEASHER here! That is a eonfirmed kill, I repeat: a eonfirmed kill. 
Sayonara suekers!” I got up and headed toward the entranee. Eineoln worked up 
ahead of me with his weapon pointed outward, looking for survivors. The eombat 
team was already surrounding the downed Sport Model now sitting in two pieees on 
the ground, with a debris field as big as a football piteh. There were three small 
big-headed smoking bodies strewn into the wreekage like dolls tom apart by an angry’ 
ehild. 

“Damage estimate, SEASHER from your vantage point.” I asked. 

“A buneh of dead alien sons of bitehes if you ask me. Boss.” I laughed at his 
response. 

“In the area? In the valley? Damage report?” I ealled baek to him 

“Well the slot maehines from Beatty to Carson City aren’t going to be paying off 
sinee the main high tension eleetrieal line going through the valley is vaporized along 
with the phone lines, so no one is going to be gossiping right now about this. The 
ehoppers are toast with what looks like no survivors.” He elieked off. 

“Call out a reeovery team and eordon off the area. If you ean find any one’s radio 
that still works. Then get more ehoppers with full fighter eseorts to piek us up and get 
us to Fallon.” I handed baek the unit to Eineoln. 

“You okay. Doe?” He looked at me, while he popped a pieee of gum into his 
mouth to help elear the throbbing in his ears, then offered me some, whieh I took 
gratefully. 
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“I’m just tired of killing those little gray wads of seum.” I walked out into the 
sunlight to survey the damage. The plaee looked like a battlefield. But we had won 
another one for the goods guys. 

At least that’s what I thought. 
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The helicopter landed at Fallon Air Force Base about two hours later after the 
battle. Lincoln, Jefferson and I got out covered with dirt and grime. They pulled my 
boxes out of the luggage bin and followed behind me. Harv was standing there with 
his sunglasses on in his tweed jacket, sweating profusely. 

“Can’t just show up like normal people can we Dr. Humphrey? Have to make the 
grand dramatic entrance to the sound of a twenty-one gun salute? I thought we might 
sneak you onto the base and have you here for a day or two, before we made you a 
public figure to your co-workers, but noooo! You have to black out half of Nevada just 
to let everyone know you’re coming.” Flan started to laugh. “Can’t say Fve ever heard 
of that stunt being pulled before, or at least by nobody who lived to tell about it. All in 
all, I would say it was a nice piece of handiwork, Ted.” 

“ The aliens killed my truck!” 

“Fll buy you a new one Ted.” Harv chuckled. “Are you okay, after all of this?” 

“My back hurts like hell, I have a murderous headache and I don’t want 
somebody around me to blow my brains out, just in case.” I hooked a thumb at 
Lincoln standing right there. 

“Oh. That Well...” Harv grimaced. 

“Don’t Well’ me! That little item on the second page of today’s agenda caught 
me just a bit off guard. I don’t need this shit anymore, Harv ! And as soon as I can get a 
new truck, I am out of here and back home and doing my own thing!” I wanted to see 
the re-action to this twist that I planned to put in the big cat’s tail. 

“I don’t think that is called for. You just made page one of the Daily Bulletin and 
now you want to go back to Bar-Stool?” Harv looked questioningly at me while using 
Irina’s new pronunciation of my hometown. 

“Yup. I want to see Irina, make some plans of my own and I am gone. I 
don’t really need this kind of aggravation, from the folks that are supposed to be with 
me in all of this.” I felt the anger working up in me again. I had almost been fried 
once more and having someone more concerned with offing me than protecting 
me, was not my flavor of the month at all. 

“How about coming inside, getting cleaned up and then we can talk about it. Holy 
heck, laddie buck, no one expected this to happen! Lincoln was just following orders. 
He doesn’t have a lot of latitude when it comes to making decisions about the Group 
leaders, you of all people should understand that.” Harv motioned to the facility. 
“Come on. At least get a shower and then we’ll see Irina.” I followed him reluctantly 
with my two new friends following us, lugging my boxes. 

I still had Lincoln’s spare gun in my belt and I took it out and handed it back to 
him. I made sure he heard the whole conversation and wasn’t at all pleased with any of 
it. I think he thought if I walked he was going to be blamed for it. I didn’t really care. 
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The shower felt good and the elean elothes were just a little too big for me 
beeause of the weight I had lost in the hospital. But after the medie eheeked me out 
and gave me a elean bill of health, I walked out into the eorridor to find Jefferson 
standing there. 

‘T was asked to show you to eonferenee room C. If that is alright.” He was even 
more quiet than he had been all week, whieh had been like a Sphinx. 

“Lead on MaeDuff. Lead on.” I waved to him like an aetor and followed behind 
him. The faeility was eompleted and looked great. I noted the maps on the hallway 
walls that showed the movement of people around the faeility, exaetly as it had been in 
my “dream” two years before. 

“It’s shorter if we go this way.” I stopped at a eross eorridor. “Isn’t it?” 

“That is a non-publie area.” Jefferson eaught himself and then turned down the 
eorridor. When we got to the glass entranee he stopped and turned to me. 

“There is a proeedure...” 

I stepped around him and onto the spot on the floor raising my arms and spoke my 
name. The light eame on and the doors slid open. I walked into eonferenee room C. 
He followed me a minute later. 

“How did you know that?” He asked in bewilderment. 

“I designed the systems for this plaee.” I knew that wasn’t exaetly true, but 
Bellamy had taken my notes and it looked like he had ineorporated every one of them 
into the final eonstruetion. All a self-fulling propheey in stone. 

Harv was sitting in one of the ehairs and Bellamy was on the big sereen on the 
wall. I walked in and looked around. No Irina. I hesitated for a moment, elenehed my 
jaw and shot Bellamy and Harv angry looks and turned to leave. 

“Teddy. Hold on just a minute. Please.” Bellamy said from out of the TV. “I 
know there is a lot of ass kissing I should be doing right now. I hope it will suffiee to 
say I was totally wrong and you were absolutely right. I am sorry for my aetions and 
even-thing that happened and I deeply and humbly apologize and ask for your 
forgiveness. Jesus, Teddy! You don’t know-how sorry lam!” 

I turned and faeed the sereen ready to launeh into this mangled sear-faeed bastard. 
Just who did he think...? 

“Ted!” Harv pleaded. “Sit down, kiddo! It won’t hurt you to give us a few minutes. 
After that, if you want to go I'll have you flown baek home to think things over. Nothing 
is going to ehange. Nobody is going to fire you or pull your elearanees or...” 

“Or kill me?” I barked. 

“Or...kill you. We just need some time to sort all of this out.” Harv was aetually 
being niee for a ehange. I had a hard time with the sudden twist in demeanor. 

I sat down and folded my hands on the table. Waiting. 

“You have got to be a lot eloser to the truth than we are, if they would attempt a 
daylight run at you like today.” Bellamy said grimly. “That was a suieide mission. That 
eraft was never getting baek out of the atmosphere. It was using all of its energy in one 
desperate aet, like a kamikaze.” Bellamy waited a moment for the affeet of his words to 
sink in. “If they are that desperate to get to you, that means someone told them you 
hold the key to all of this that we’ve spent so long working on. I say this to you, with no 
hidden agenda and no deeeit, as the God’s honest truth: your life would not be worth a 
plug niekel if you went home now. Harv told me about Lineoln and his eomment. I 
think he took his instruetions a little...too literally. But that’s not the point. We both 
know that. I think you are just pissed to be baek on the job and on day one they have 
you in their erosshairs. But I also think it just proves how dangerous you are, what a 
major threat you are to them and...” he paused with a long breath, “just how badly 
we... need... you.” 

Bellamy rubbed his hand through his hair and looked baek into the eamera. 

“What do you need me to do? To get you to stay?” 
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Bingo! I had just drawn the card I was looking for and it was an ace high. 

‘Tull disclosure. Everything. Not the stuff in the vault or some dripping here and 
dapple there. Everything. The whole game with all the players. The ones you are 
talking to privately, the ones Harv works with and whoever’s been talking to Irina. All 
the cards on the table and I will offer up mine as well. Then we can see who’s been 
playing us all for fools against each other. Then maybe, just maybe, I will stick around 
and finish the gadget for you. No ifs, ands, or buts.” I wanted it all. It would give me 
parity with anyone in the Black Ops community. I would have the files that made 
them powerful and where all the bodies were buried. 

Bellamy looked at me. He knew exactly what I had said and what the implications 
were. There would be no one over me, no controls. No one could pull the pin unless 
they were ready to kill me, outright. Knowing that everyone builds a safe structure 
with enough valuable information hidden away in case of their untimely demise, that 
would all be leaked to the public, and having that kind of information, being the kind 
that can bring down governments, would make me untouchable, by any of them, 
including Bellamy, and he knew it. 

“I won’t play if there is the slightest chance of a repeat of that little number you 
did on me eighteen months ago.” I emphasized my point by hitting the table with my 
index finger. 

“And in return? Besides making the gadget in the basement work?” Bellamy 
wanted something and I think I knew what it was. 

“Oh, how about something simple, like, say, a man portable Time Runner system 
with a space/time locator and distance calculator.” I said offhand. 

“You got it already?” Bellamy couldn’t believe it. 

“All but the power supply.” I sat back and waited. 

“Harv? Did you know this?” He looked angrily over at Harvey who was drawing 
something on the palm of his hand with an ink pen. 

“Yes I did.” He never looked up, but extended his arm, admiring his artwork. 

Bellamy sat back and sighed. “Done deal in my book then. Harvey, give Dr. 
Humphrey the keys to the kingdom.” 

Harv pulled up a briefcase from the floor and unlocked it. He took out a 
thin white card and slid it across the table. I picked it up. It didn’t have any writing 
on it, only a key code strip on the back. 

“Don’t lose that” Harv said. “Third floor, off limits to everyone. The key will get 
through the special elevator and into the room. It also opens all of the file cabinets. 
Ifs all there.” 

“Here is the deal I want a week to use this.” I held up the key and looked at 
Bellamy. “Then we will talk again. I want unlimited access to Irina and my daughter 
without any bugs or intercoms in their living area. I want two guys of my choosing to 
be with me. I tell you who they are after I have reviewed personnel files. I won’t leave 
the base, but I don’t want to be bothered either, until I am ready.” 

I waited and Bellamy threw up his hands in capitulation. “We will live with it.” 
He leaned forward and the screen went blank. He was angry, I knew that, but he 
needed me and I wanted to know a lot more right now than ever before. 

“You know, kiddo, you have turned into a good poker player and a royal pain in 
the ass.” Harv got up and walked out, waving at me. “Good boy!” 

I sat there for a few moments and took in two or three deep breaths. It was good to 
be home. I desperately wanted to see Irina, but that, for the moment, needed to wait. 
Right now I had an appointment on the third floor of the Jacob’s Research Center. 


~ 438 ~ 




I accomplished two major things over the next week, besides seeing Irina. We 
diseussed our future plans and deeided to take it easy and start seeing eaeh other for 
dinner, and I would spend time with Pasha. She wasn’t ready just to have me 
interjeeted into their well ordered, and now stable, life. I eouldn’t blame her for that. I 
was well aware that we would get baek together, but I, too, had several things that 
needed eompleting before I wanted to jump into being a full time husband and father 
again. There was just the faet that even though we loved eaeh other, time had passed 
and patterns had been established and those would require some work to integrate 
between the two of us. 

I had gone through the base’s personnel files and seleeted several eandidates for 
the position of eseort, bodyguard and assistant. The final two were both bright young 
offieers with advaneed degrees and a willingness to work and learn from me, as well as 
handle all of those little nagging things that needed to be handled on a daily basis. 

Lanee Harden was from Montana and had grown up on a raneh, before entering 
the Aeademy at Colorado Springs. He was tall, handsome and bright. He knew 
physies and was a perfeet fit for the job. 

Ralph Daniels was a Navy squid that had been a earrier based pilot and had 
advaneed degrees in engineering. He eame from Monterey, California where he still 
had family and was devoted to the work at The Jaeobs Center. 

After spending some time with them and finally deeiding they would be perfeet 
as my assistants, Jaek Thompson sent them baek to DC for a month of 
speeialized training and indoetrination into their new roles. Knowing Jaek, I 
figured he would seare the holy hell out them to make sure nothing happened to 
me, and have them operating at a level of fear that only someone like Jaek eould 
instill in people. Now a full bird Colonel and the only man in the serviee with a 
hook instead of a prosthetie arm, he was often referred to behind his baek as ‘Lefty’. It 
wasn’t going to be long after Harden and Daniels returned that I was sure I would 
be ealled ‘Robin” to eomplete the dynamie duo, at least when I wasn’t within 
earshot. They already knew Jaek and I were old friends and had been in the 
trenehes together, so it only made sense that Poneho and Lefty would ride again. 

I had the researeh staff set up a small lab on floor three for my own equipment 
and had the shielding put in plaee. I was the only one with the eombination to the 
seeurity loek and everyone knew very well that “The Doe’s” lab was off limits unless 
expressly invited. 

After making my personnel seleetions, I began work in the new vault. It had 
only taken me a eouple of hours to realize how mueh information I’d not been privy 
to. It was overwhelming. The vault at Five-One had been the tip of a huge blaek 
ieeberg. I now knew it was all a deeoy and Rafferty had been the bait in one of 
Bellamy’s own sehemes that had not eome to fruition, sinee my minor addition 
spoiled his well-oiled plan. After reading most of the files on what he was trying to 
do, I still felt horrible Rafferty had been zapped in the erossfire. But without 
knowledge, we all make 
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mistakes. It became obvious we were all stepping on each other’s toes, wasting money 
and dearly precious time, because no one knew what waltz we were dancing. 

After three days and nights of digging, I had copied about two hundred critical 
political documents that if released would blow the roof off the whole business we 
were involved in. I carefully put these documents into a folder and hand wrote a small 
note that I attached to the cover with glue. It simply stated that if anything should 
happen to me these papers were to be leaked and used in any way the receiving party 
wanted to use them, but were only to be used in the case of my untimely death. I 
placed them into the chamber of my device and powered it up in my lab. I got the 
flash and when the unit cooled I opened it to find a note: 

Got the papers, Ted. 

Will hold them until you instruct me differently. 

Rufus 

I looked at the paper, from the future or the past, or just from a different world 
completely. I didn’t really know if it would save my life or not. But I was feeling a little 
better in this game, hiding an ace up my sleeve. 

The next few days were occupied with me reading everything that had gone on 
while I had been on sabbatical from Project: Tempus Fugit. I noted several 
modifications had been made on the design I'd been given by Dr. Henry. All of them 
were reflected in the Russian’s work on what they called the Chrono-Generator 
System. They were still trying to pound a square peg into a round hole. They couldn’t 
see the mistake. So I was going to have to change the directions of the entire staff, 
including Irina. That would mean I had to talk to Bellamy and Harv. This time, I 
decided I wanted to try to get this relationship back on an even keel. 

It would be hard, but maybe we could get past it. 
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It had taken a day to set up the video-eonferenee between all of us. I wanted for it 
to be in a friendlier mood than the last time this happened, so I ineluded Jaek and 
asked Irina to eome with me to the eonferenee eenter. But she deelined. She felt I 
needed to work through the politieal problems without her present. I agreed, 
reluetantly, and told her I needed to take over the operation if it was going to operate 
properly. She hadn’t even flinehed when I said it to her. Her only response was 
that this idea seemed to her to be the only logieal one. I had already proven I eould 
make a jump in time and that made me the ideal eandidate for the position. She just 
wanted to be part of the team. I admired her love and loyalty even more than ever 
before. 

The sereens eame up out of the eabinets and the monitors eame online, with all 
three men looking into their respeetive eameras watehing me. 

‘Ted.” Bellamy aeknowledged me first. 

"How are you, George?” I asked with true eoneem. 

"Doing pretty good for an old guy.” He answered and gave me a half smile. 

"Well, kiddo. Did you find a good plaee to hide the key?” Harv was smirking. 

"I did Harv.” I wasn’t going to take the bait on this argument. I had more important 
things to do right now. 

"Can you trust Dr. Henry?” Bellamy asked eatehing me eompletely off-guard. 

"I believe I ean. But I added a small eaveat to my request with him.” I 
figured they already knew I sent the file. Sinee I had designed the floor pressure 
monitor, they would know the one-pound paekage was gone from the faeility. 

"What would that be?” Bellamy raised an eyebrow. 

"I ineluded that the information was to be used if anything happened to any of us, 
you three as well as Irina and Pasha. That he should take whatever aetion he deemed 
appropriate.” I waited, watehing the reaetion. 

“You think someone might want to take all of us out, beeause you’re baek?” 
Harv had eaught it the first time through. 

"Makes sense, if we are all being played off of eaeh other. If I was trying to divide 
our forees, I would make sure none of us eould trust eaeh other. That would make it 
easy to divert our attention to more mundane things, like professional survival. It’s 
already eost us almost 2 years!” I had been thinking about this for a long time, eoming 
to the eonelusion that this is what had happened onee before. 

"You just paid the premiums on all of our life insuranee polieies, didn’t you?” 
Bellamy grinned a genuine smile, for a ehange. 

"Hell, I thought you were trying a palaee revolt to topple old Bellamy and me.” 
Harv laughed and relaxed. 

"I don’t need nor do I want your jobs. In faet, mine is a lot easier if you guys 
handle what you two do so well, and let me do the seienee.” I sat baek and looked at 
Jaek, watehing his monitors very earefully, but looked ineredulous at my grand 
eonspiraey theory. 

"Who, Ted?” Jaek finally put his frustration into words. "Who is this 
mythologieal, diabolieal mastermind, playing us all against eaeh other?” 

^441 ^ 





SANDS OF TIME 

"The same bastard that’s been setting all of us up for years, leading us down dead 
ends to waste what preeious little time we have. The real villain of this entire story: 
Dr. Simon Ratterman.” 

"Ratterman?” Harv yelled. "Why do you think he’s responsible?” 

"Cause he sold us all out a long time ago. He’s been giving us false leads and 
partial information sinee I started with this program. Max was taken in by him, and I 
think Jaeobs was tainted as well. Admiral Lawrenee Jaeobs was giving him everything 
we did. I think Dr. Bellamy ean eonfirm this. Am I right. Boss?” I waited. 

"Yes.” It was a flat intonation without amplifieation. 

"So it only makes sense. He was the one that wanted to waste our time, playing 
with the seout eraft at Groom Lake. He wanted us to build the big time deviee that he 
knew would rip the plaee apart. Aeting on information from Jaeobs, Ratterman was the 
one that ealled in the additional help at Dulee. Remember our seemingly 
indestruetible little gray reptilian friends our bullets bouneed off of? Ratterman was 
trying to proteet the food storage and genetie material, while having us rid him of the 
Reptoids. It was only after someone eame to our reseue and wiped out the base, that 
Bellemy had a visit from his "friend’ who told him I was working for the other side. 
That’s why he wanted me out of the program. Bellemy thought I’d sold you all out and 
was working for Ratterman. Am I right or am I right, George?” I sat baek and looked at 
everyone. The man never moved a musele. He stared direetly at me, unblinking, like 
some wax work horror, and I eould feel the heat through the sereen. 

"How long have you known all of this?” He asked. 

"That you were being played? Sinee a eouple of months after you booted me out.” 
I didn’t have any feelings or emotion about it now. It was war. All just part of the game. 
Bellamy did what anyone in his position would have done given the same 
eireumstanees. 

"They wanted the box. The big blue plastie one. The one you gave to Jamison.” 
Bellamy said sternly. "They said it would help them to...help us.” He said, now seeing 
the irony. "They said it would be benefieial to us for them to ‘review it.’ ” 

I leaned forward and looked intently at him raising an eyebrow . 

"I didn’t do it. It’s under loek and key, right where you are and no one has opened 
it. I wasn’t going to let anyone near it until I eould talk to you. Things got out of hand. 

I believed you would...eventually...eome baek to us and we eould let you find out 
what was so important.” Bellamy added. 

"You told me it was nothing of importanee.” Harv was mad again. 

"I lied. Then I lied to everyone. Ineluding myself I won’t try to justify my aetions, 
but I knew it was another link in the ehain and I wasn’t ready to look in the box 
either.” Bellamy rubbed his faee. "You find you ean’t trust anyone in this business,” 
he snarled a sad bitter grin, "even yourself” 

"We need to trust eaeh other!” I said throwing up my hands in exasperation. "We 
have been through too mueh together not to. That is the reason I wanted full 
diselosure. It wasn’t to get baek at you, it was to proteet all of us! We got very lueky at 
Dulee. Someone thinks I'm important enough to keep alive and I feel the same way 
about the three of you. So let’s stop standing behind doors, and looking through 
keyholes and hiding and watehing eaeh other for some tell-tale sign of a eonspiraey. 
We do not have the goddamn time for it!” I said pounding my fist on the table and 
then I sat baek again and realized this was the way of all power in the higher realms of 
government. Everyone try ing to proteet their own little fiefdoms. 

"I agree, Ted” Jaek added, as I knew he would. 

"Of eourse, but shouldn’t we find out what’s in Pandora’s plastie blue box?” Harv 
was elearly upset by the latest information eoming out of Bellamy. 

"I will take eare of that, Harv. And provide all of you with an inventory and 
assessment as soon as I ean.” I offered up to smooth some wrinkles in Harv’s ego. 
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“I agree” Bellamy sat there, then leaned eloser to the eamera. “Ted, I don’t know 
what to say. With the fate of this planet hanging in the balanee, I have been an 
insufferable, drooling idiot about all this. I take full responsibility for wasting our 
valuable time and for that fiaseo on the way here that almost got you killed.” 

“A simple eonversation with someone, I would presume? Something to the effeet 
that I would be eoming here and taking over the projeet, again?” I asked very 
earefully. 

“Yes. Then I was told again you were a traitor and this was not a good idea, sinee 
you were already eompromised.” Bellamy understood now how wrongly he had been 
used, and it was still tomenting him inside. 

“We made it through, that is all that matters.” I felt differently, but this was not 
the time to approaeh that subjeet either. “But I think it would be best if you 
eonsidered taping or monitoring your meetings with whoever you are getting together 
with, beeause, personally, I don’t think he wants us to sueeeed.” 

“I agree. I’ll make arrangements, but somehow I don’t feel he’ll be eoming baek 
anytime in the near future.” Bellamy sounded eonvineed, so I let it slide. 

“What are we supposed to be doing now, Herr Direetor?” Harv asked me and sat 
baek waiting. 

“What?” I was puzzled. 

“Well, sinee you are the head of Jaeobs, I hope you’ve got a plan. Beeause I ean’t 
speak for anyone else, but I am fresh out of new ideas.” Harv looked old and tired, 
hunehed over in his rumpled tweed jaeket. 

“We build the same deviee and add the tuning module to it. That way we ean test it 
without smoking off several million dollars worth of eleetronies that we already know 
won’t work.” I laughed to myself. Reversal upon reversal. The answer to the universe. 

“Okay,” Harv eontinued, “when are you starting?” 

“Already have. I gave the new plans to Irina last night and she is having a proper 
set of drawings put together so the guys in fabrieation ean start, very soon.” I had done 
it without anyone’s approval just to test the water and found that my new little boat 
floated very well. 

“What do you need from us, Teddy?” Bellamy had returned to his former, eloser 
self The hair on the baek on my neek stood up, but I let it pass. 

“Minimize the Groom Lake program at Area 51 while letting the publie go erazy 
with it. Give some low level seientist some unimportant information and then let him 
leak it to the press. Then have someone fly the Sport Model and some of the other 
eraft every Wednesday night or Thursday morning, whieh is when they test 
experimental aireraft anyway. Let those test pilots out there have some fun. Make sure 
people see it. Fly it low in the Tiekaboo Valley down from Raehel so we don’t have 
any trouble with the radar boys at Nellis. Then put it away and let it rust in the eorner 
of the hanger, I really don’t eare. That program is a money pit and we need to foeus 
our resourees on the eonstruetion of the two other new sites. The new US Spaee 
Command Center under Kings Peak, in Utah, and the new faeility in the Paeifie 
Northwest. I thought an adjunet to the Bangor Submarine Base near Port Orehard, 
Washington would be the best. That way we ean ereate a triangular grid for all three of 
the small deviees to work from. It will ereate an interferometer with three long legs. 
When we eombine all this with the HAARP system in Alaska, we should be able to 
pull enough direet power out of the Earth and the air to begin sealing the rips in the 
fabrie of spaee/time they tore open with the Eldridge in ’45.” 

Bellamy shook his head, still remembering what a gigantie simian orgy Projeet: 
Rainbow, or the so-ealled Philadelphia Experiment, had beeome. It was elear the 
aliens had trieked us into performing the experiment on August 12, 1943, whieh was a 
60 year bio-rhythmie low point in the eyele of the Earth, that ripped open a hole in the 
dimensional barrier. It was the first major move in their invasion plans. 
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“By using three of them,” I eontinued, knowing what George was thinking, “we 
ean mitigate the need for using only one big unit. Mueh more effeetive and far less 
hazardous.” I paused while eaeh man made his own ealeulations. 

“Might just work, sonny boy.” Harv ehuekled looking up from his notes. 

“That will take eare of the problems we have ereated in the past, but what about a 
defense system? Don’t we need the ships at Groom Lake for that aspeet?” Bellamy 
looked up into the eamera. 

“No.” I didn’t offer up anything else. I already had the answer I needed, but this 
was not the time to share it. Besides, they would never have believed me anyway. No 
one said anything else about it. I had done a faney shuffle of the deek and it was my 
deal. They were all just waiting to see the next eards eome off the top. 





The whole time I’d lived in Barstow I'd read all the popular UFO material I eould 
lay my hands on. I subseribed to every magazine. I’d spent many an evening 
devouring every paperbaek, some that were reasonable and, most, that were so far out I 
had to just laugh. But through all of this I notieed a new trend of more sophistieated 
investigators showing up and writing about aetual events we had logged within the 
Group. These were serious, sober men, not like the eraekpots writing about long 
haired women from Venus or the Pleiades giving them the elixir of life in some desert 
rendezvous, where they told them about the meaning of life and what it meant to be a 
member of the galaetie eommunity. The material was eoining off the presses hard and 
fast and people inereasingly believed the government was hiding things from them. I 
knew we had to redireet our efforts in this area to keep the general publie off guard, all 
the while working desperately, in a raee against time, to proteet them. A eouple of 
researehers really stood out in my mind and I wondered what was the best way of 
stopping them from getting too deep into our labyrinth of eontrol. 

I ealled Jaek on the seeure line and wanted to run a eouple things past him. 
When he answered he seemed a little preoeeupied. 

"Are you free to talk?” I asked. 

"Yeah, Ted, gimme a minute to finish up one item. I like those men you pieked 
for your assistants. Level headed and hard workers. I think they’ll do you right.” He 
switehed to speakerphone, sinee he was working with a minor problem, trying to hold 
a phone and write at the same time. 

"Okay, I am all yours.” He sounded ehipper after he was done. 

"I hope so. I like them and sinee I'm going to be spending a lot of time with them 
around I needed someone I eould trust, sinee you deeided to move up and make 
yourself a big shot.” We laughed at that one. 

"Listen, seriously now. Didn’t we have some guys working for us a few years baek 
that were going around frightening folks that were talking too mueh?” I eouldn’t 
remember the exaet name of the sub-seetion they worked within. 

"The Registry.” He offered. 

"That’s it! I eouldn’t pull that one baek. Do you still have them?” I hadn’t heard 
about them in years now. "What do you eall them now ?” 

"Oh, buddy, I eould tell you, but then I would have to kill you.” He laughed on 
the phone. “No, that is a joke. Yeah, we still got the department, but we haven’t been 
using it mueh lately. We eall it MIB now’, after the stuff in Gary’ Baker’s book a few 
years baek. Men In Blaek.” 

"I like that.” I was playing with my ballpoint pen and it broke spreading ink all 
over my hands. I tried to wipe it off, but now I had the mark of beast on me. 

"What do you want with them?” Jaek got serious. 

"I want to inerease their usage, but in a different direetion. I want to use them to 
eompromise some folks. Give them the power to provide some heavy disinformation 
to a eouple of these researehers. I’m sending you a list right now over the fax. Tell me 
when you have it.” 
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I waited while I sent him the page I had worked up. 

"Got it. Wow! That is a list. Two professors, one independent film maker, a 
eouple of seientists doing researeh into the subjeet, five writers and a psyehie in 
Hermosa Beaeh. Niee plaee. Good surf Okay, what do you want done, exaetly?” Jaek 
was onboard as always. 

"Leak them some high level stuff. Make it eome from high-ranking military types 
involved in speeial ops in advaneed R and D areas. Roek solid baekgrounds, provable 
if anyone looks really hard. Make it plausible that we’ve reverse engineered alien 
spaeeeraft and are testing them. Inelude the eattle mutational stuff as well. Blame it on 
a seeret projeet at White Sands or Nellis. Have them start some erazy rumors about 
HAARP as well. Make them believe we’re going to use it to heat up the atmosphere to 
alter weather patterns over China or something to eause floods, storms, anything like 
that.” I waited for his response. There was a pause as, I knew, he was taking notes. 

"Got it. When do we start on this?” He asked without questioning me. 

"Yesterday would be fine.” I laughed, still wiping ink off my hands. 

"Disinformation, then what? Diseredit their diselosures?” 

"Exaetly. Anybody on that list you think we eould buy off to get to work for us 
inside their eommunity?” I had a eouple of hunehes but I wanted to hear his 
eomments. 

"Two of them. Number 3 and 7.” I looked down my list as well. 

"I would agree. They’ve got arguments going with others in the field, so they 
would be prime to be given inside information and have the last laugh on those they 
want to show don’t know what they are talking about. Get ahold of someone over in 
Intel at Langley. It’s always better eoming from those guys. God knows those bastards 
ean serew up a wet dream.” I'd had dealings with them in the past and knew they’d 
jump at the ehanee to work eloser to the Group, thinking they might be able to 
infiltrate and use us for their own ways and means. But there was no ehanee of that 
ever happening. 

"Sure, that’s not a problem. I got a eouple of favors owed to me over there and I 
will eall in the markers right now.” Jaek aeted like I w as ordering a pizza, when I knew' 
I was aetually ruining people’s eareers and lives. But it was neeessary’. 

"Also, you remember MK Ultra? The mind eontrol stuff?” 

"Sure. About ten years ago we gave up on a lot of that when funding dried up.” 
Jaek was amazing to pull these faets off the top of his head. 

“Have a eolleetion of bright guys get together and re-write the manuals. Bring it 
up to date with the latest university researeh, then leak it, as though it’s really going on 
right now. Make people believe their eneounters with the ‘Visitors’ are really nothing 
more than the government serewing with their heads, with some kind of new ray gun 
or something.” I wasn’t sure of the right words but I had always liked the idea of "ray 
guns”, and it always made me laugh we aetually had a US President named RayGun 
who had finaneed so mueh of our program. 

"I think we ean do a little better than that, Ted. But let me put some stuff on 
paper for your review. Anything else?” 

"Nope. Hit that one hard. Get someone in the Air Foree to write up some bogus 
report that explains away that Roswell erap, will you? The dumber the better.” I had 
been seeing more and more books eome out about the erash at Roswell and some 
writers were getting really elose to the truth. 

"So the MIBs are baek in business. Good! This should be fun.” Jaek was always 
trying to find the bright spots in the gloom. 

"How is Harv doing?” I asked quietly. 

"Not good.” Jaek wasn’t filling in many blanks for me. 

"Health?” I knew something was wrong, but not sure what. 
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‘"No, I don’t think so. I think he may be eoneemed you’ve been given too mueh 
power and that his days are numbered. He’s spending a lot of time trying to make 
more eontaets than he should, all of them powerful and very misdireeted in their views 
of what is important.” Jaek never said it any way but straight whieh was one of the 
things I always like about him. 

‘"What ean I do to help him?” I elosed my eyes listening very earefully. I owed a 
lot to Harv and now would be the right time to start paying him baek for all of his 
support over the years we had worked together. 

“Let him in.” Jaek said quietly. “Tell him what you’re thinking. Make him feel 
like he’s still part of your world. If I’m way out of line here Ted. tell me to shut up and 
I will.” 

“Don’t pull any punehes, Jaek. You never do, so don’t start now.” I eould see him 
in my mind, stewing over this. He was never one to interfere in people’s lives if he 
eould help it, but he knew something that I needed to know’ about Harv. I had to find 
a way to make the horses all go in the same direetion. 

“He went erazy over what Bellamy did. None of us liked it, but Harv almost got 
himself killed over it. Bellamy is a ruthless bastard, who’d just as soon kill you as spit 
on you, and Harv was erossing the line everyday, shoving George’s nose in the shit. So, 
when you eame baek and foreed their hand, Harv felt like you just pushed past him 
and shoved him down in the mud. You eame aeross like you didn’t need him 
anymore.” 

Jaek stopped, thinking he had said too mueh. 

“Jaek, I have to make this work between all of us. I need your opinion and your 
adviee. That’s an order soldier.” I said quietly. 

“Ted, without this, what he does, his job...he’s got nothing. And it’s a thankless 
job he ean’t ever tell anyone about...ever. We have wives and kids and familes and 
things that give what we do some purpose and meaning. He has nobody but us. We’re 
the only family he has. There’s no one home at night waiting for Harv. He lives in a 
small, eold flat, where he just drinks himself to sleep when he does go home, whieh is 
hardly ever. He is a stupendously brilliant man, and we sometimes forget how 
ineredible he is under the jokes and bravado and bluster. He doesn’t want mueh, 
Teddy, just to be part of the team and to feel like he’s eontributing. Like he has a 
purpose again, whieh is all anyone ever really wants out of life, isn’t it?” 

“Jaek.” 

“Yes sir?” 

“Thank you. Let me know when you start the new disinformation program.” 

I hung up and headed down the hallway for the men’s room, as beeause of the 
spilled ink I looked like I’d been in a knife fight with some eobalt-based alien life form. 

And now I needed to wash the blood off my hands. 
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I had planned to have dinner with Irina and Pasha but eaneeled at the last minute. 
She understood and let me off the hook, gently, after a minor rebuke. I needed some 
alone time and I bad to get out of the faeility for a while. I needed to see the night sky. I 
eheeked in with seeurity and told them I needed a ear, a driver and one seeurity 
offieer. They were waiting for me at the entranee to the medieal part of the building. 

I got in the baek seat and told them to drive me out to Dixie Valley, approximately 
thirty miles east of the base on Highway Fifty, ‘The loneliest streteh of road in the 
state, as it is known in Nevada. 

Dixie Valley is the top end of the Naval praetiee bombing range. Eaeh night one 
eould see jets sereaming out of the sky and blow up a whole blaek eity at the bottom of 
the valley. I hadn’t been through this eountry in years, but I had remembered this part 
from one of my trips years before. 

When we got there I had them stop the ear and I got out to look up at the night 
sky and the millions of billions of stars above ine. The air was erisp and elear and I 
eould have spent the rest of my life standing there. After about ten minutes the 
seeurity man walked up to me and asked if everything was all right I smiled and 
nodded, asked him to go baek to the ear, and went baek to watehing the blinking of the 
stars out there in spaee, where someone had told someone else there was a war going 
on. It was hard to imagine, from this small pateh of desert ground, that there was 
anything else out there but us. 

That was the lie I wanted us to start telling people and try to make them believe it. 
I had eonvineed myself it was for the right reason, but I still wasn't sure, that I had the 
right to ruin people’s lives. I had the power, but the reason eame from a different part 
of me. I had started out to learn about physies. Now, I was masterminding a defense 
system that would meet an enemy that was like nothing the human raee had ever faeed 
before. I had seen it up elose and personal at Dulee, but it didn’t lessen the feelings 
within me that I was manipulating people to do my bidding and I wasn’t sure I was the 
right man for the job. 

"‘Awful pretty, ain’t it?” I heard the voiee behind me. 

“Sure is. But won’t those guys in the ear be eoneemed that you’re here?” I never 
turned around to see the man. I knew-it only too well. Dr. Rufus T. Henry had 
beeome a elose part of my world, even though, at times, I thought I had beeome 
sehizophrenie and that he was nothing more than a voiee in my own head I had 
ereated for myself to justify-my own aetions. 

“Nah, they’re taking a little nap, right now.” He walked up next to me and 
pointed to the starry-sky. “I’ve been up there on a small planet eireling that yellow sun. 
It’s a binary star, with two of them. The planet is a niee plaee with lots of green foliage 
and erystal elear water. There’s a small group of human-like people living there. They 
use their minds to do all kinds of wonderful things. They have advaneed far beyond 
us, but they haven’t depended on teehnology. They think it and it is there.” He 
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chuckled. “I really, really like 'em. They're like the pixies my mama used to tell me 
stories about when I was a kid.” 

“1...” Starting a sentenee that way seemed inappropriate when dealing with this 
partieular friend. "We...me...and you...guys, have made it possible to defend this 
world of ours. But defenders must only survive. I need something offensive. I need to 
be able to neutralize their ships eoming into our atmosphere or a little farther out 
would be better.” 

“Yeap.” He didn't sav anything else. He just stood there looking at the sky with 
me. 

“Do you grow older, or do you stay the same age?” I turned and looked at him in 
the darkness. 

“I am that I am. Time doesn’t have mueh hold on me mueh anymore. I move 
around and learn things. I’ve had some help from some kindly folks who have done 
physieal things for me. I have some new organs and my sight is better than I had as a 
kid. I'll die one of these days when this business is over and done, but that’s no big 
deal. The part of me that is non-physieal will just keep going on. You know what I 
mean?” He laughed. 

“No, I don’t. I haven't spent mueh time thinking about the life after this one. 
This one has been hard enough to deal with for me.” I felt older. Infinitely older. 

“Not to worry. It’s all the way it should be.” He moved a little toward me. “I got 
something for you. But you might be wanting to show it to Mr. Harvey first before 
anyone else sees it.” 

I took the file from him and tueked it under my arm. 

“You been listening to my eonversations again, Rufus?” I smiled to myself. 

“I been doin’ that, now and again. But it’s just to make the road a little smoother 
for you, Ted. I’m just here as an errand boy for somebody else I think you know.” He 
laughed again. 

“Why doesn’t he just eome see me?” I asked feeling the pangs of loneliness and 
abandonment inside. 

“He's got him a powerful lot of work to do. He is 24/7 at it. 'Cause he knows you 
need him to be about what he does. I do what I do, and you need to do what you do. 
That way, all of us are working just like a elose-knit family on the farm. Don’t worry, 
son. He’s there, and you’ll see him when it’s time. He promised you that.” I felt, more 
than saw, him move baek into the shadows behind me. “Now you be getting baek 
home. Dr. Ted. These boys will be waking up soon now.” 

I turned and he was gone. I held the file and looked baek into the night sky, 
wondering if I would ever be able to stand on that distant planet where people use 
their minds to make what they need. It was a niee thought and I made a wish on the 
star I thought it was. 

“Dr. Humphrey! Are you alright!” The seeurity man ran up next to me, 
probably-feeling pretty guilty and stupid for having fallen asleep in the ear. “We’ve 
been out here a eouple of hours, even though it doesn’t feel like it, but I think we 
should be heading baek, don’t you?” 

“You bet. I’m ready. It is a beautiful night though.” 

I looked up onee more and then got baek into the ear. I turned on the light in 
the baekseat and started to read the file. 

I was elearly no longer direeting the movie that had beeome my life. 

But if I wasn’t, who was? 
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It had been several years sinee I had used the supersonie mag-levitation train of 
the Underground Railroad in the “Basement” as those who knew about it, referred to 
it. A new line had been dug into the subterranean earth linking up Jaeobs and Fallon 
with the faeility at Five-One. The “Mole-Men,” the guys that drove the huge boron 
nosed nuelear powered boring deviee developed by Roekwell and Rand in the sixties, 
whieh had now given wav to ultra modem sonie drillers, were still ehuming away, 
making holes to eonneet all of the important stages along the route, where seeret 
government programs were being worked on. 

The power stations, mag-rails and other features were plaeed into the holes as soon 
as they eompleted eaeh seetion and moved onto the next. The Mole-Men were now 
heading northwest towards Puget Sound, getting ready to put the Bangor Washington 
Sub Base on their map whieh would eomplete the railroad from “Sea to Shining Sea”. 
Someone suggested a eeremony where they would drive home a golden spike onee 
they made the eonneetion. 

The railroad was still the fastest land based transport system and only a handful 
of people used it, but it allowed them to move about without the knowledge of 
eertain people...or beings. I had settled into the exeeutive transport ear, the one 
supposedly only used by the President and his immediate assoeiates, and, in a very 
short period, lulled into a eomfortable and deep sleep as I whizzed along at four 
hundred miles an hour, seven hundred feet below the surfaee of our great nation, in a 
pure oxygen haze. 

I sat in the ineredibly eomforatable large leather ehair that was a form-eontoured 
model, no doubt adapted from the little seats in the Sport Model at Groom Lake. 
Finally, a little praetieal reverse engineering, I thought. A small nonintmsive sound 
eame out of the overhead speaker and I found myself waking up, as the map display 
ahead of me on the wall indieated we were slowing down as we entered the 
Washington DC Metroplex area. The pressure and air ehanged inside the ear and I 
felt wide-awake and very eomfortable. The mag-train glided into the station, ealled 
Exeeutive One, right under the old Exeeutive Offiee Building aeross the street from 
the White House. Harden, dressed in a suit and thin tie, was standing on the platform 
to greet me. 

“Niee trip?” He motioned at the train ear. 

“I eould use one of those at home. I had a really good sleep.” I shook his hand 
and eontinued. 

“Are you now on-line and with me full time?” 

“I am yours to eommand. Dr. Humphrey.” The young man beamed at me. 

“Eet’s get past the formality. Call me Ted.” I wanted this man to be eontent with 
this assignment and didn’t want to start out with all the normal junk assoeiated with 
superior to inferior relationships. 

“Thank you. I prefer just Harden.” I nodded and we walked over to the esealator 
that ran up to the sub-basement of the OEB, (Old Exeeutive Building.) 
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"Everything ready upstairs?" I eheeked for the third time to make sure I had all 
my doeuments and IDs with me. 

"Dr. Glipsen is awaiting you, in his offiee. Eventhing else seems to be in normal 
eondition." Harden looked around the empty station and appraised the set up. 

“You haven’t seen this plaee before." I pointed baek at the train. 

"No, sir. Heard about it, but really didn’t believe it existed. One hears a lot of 
seuttlebutt that isn’t true out at Jaeobs. I traded it off as just one more unfounded 
rumor.” It took a good three minutes to get up to the sub-basement, ehanging 
esealators at least four times. 

"When we go baek out West, I will try and get the use of that ear again. It’s the 
President’s and it is very eomfortable. A lot more so than the general transports. Sinee 
he is out of the eountry for a week or so, it shouldn’t be too hard, but Harv is the man 
who eontrols all of that." I laughed knowing about Harv’s feeling that the mag-lift was 
his exelusive domain. 

In the sub-basement the Marine sentries were waiting. They inspeeted all of my 
papers and asked me to sign-in on their eleetronie roster. 

"Over there through that hallway, is the White House. The door leads direetly 
into the Situation Room in the basement.” I pointed to the nondeseript eement 
hallway that had no sign on it. 

"Really, I didn’t know that." Harden said, looking around. 

"I’ve only been in there onee and that was a long time ago.” We moved up to the 
elevator landing. It was a quiek trip up to the third floor and the doors opened unto 
Harv’s waiting room, with his seeretary sitting there looking up. 

"Go right in. Dr. Humphrey, Harvey is waiting for you." I thanked her and told 
Harden to grab some eoffee as I'd be at least an hour or so. 

"Well, well, well. If it isn’t Teflon man!" Harv got up and shook hands with me 
gesturing towards the eoueh and ehair at one side of the room. 

"Teflon man?" I asked, noting Harv’s eontinuing sareasm. 

"Nothing stieks to you Sunny Jim. Not like the rest of us who get eovered with 
erap and have to live with it." I saw' by his eyes the envy of what I had aeeomplished. 

"Wonderful.” I sat, waiting for him to have his fun at my expense. I owed him 
that mueh. 

"Okay. So...I am still pissed off at you. I piek you up out of the dregs of Bar Stool 
and you eome out as the hottest eommodity sinee Eineoln ran for President. I’m an 
old guy, Ted, that just wants his deelining years to be filled with young girls, aeeolades 
and glory, whieh I totally, utterly and eompletely deserve for putting up with the likes 
of old Searfaee and young punks like you.” 

"Harv, if you’ll remember eorreetly, I didn’t want the job. You eame to me 
remember? I think you need to think through that series of events as well. Besides, I'm 
not here to listen to you bellyaehe about what you got going. I live in a hole in the 
ground in the middle of the desert, remember?” I threw it right baek at him. 

"So do snakes.” Harv hissed, lobbing out one last grenade. "Now what is 
so goddamn important you used my train to get baek here and talk to me about." 
He paused and leaned forward. "You know you got Bellamy ehewing his nails off 
right now? He was so eoneemed about you eoming here that he was ready to eome 
off the island to be here.” Harv laughed at that, starting to lighten up. 

"Eisten Harv, let me get to the matter at hand. I am working at putting the 
triangulation format in plaee right now. We should have every thing ready for the first 
set of trials in less than a year. But, I need you to handle something really important for 
me." I waited to see if the old spark was there. I saw a faint glowing ember and waited 
for the idea to sink into his mind. 
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“And what would that be, Ted?” Harv leaned baek in his ehair and waited, 
wanting to hear if I had another errand boy task for him or if it was something really 
speeial. 

“A few years ago you were the right hand man of President Reagan with his Star 
Wars program if I remember eorreetly.” I needed for him to juggle all his thoughts 
into the proper order. 

“Yeah, I was. But sinee the Ruskies have gone belly up everyone has put that stuff 
on hold, 'eause they think it’s a big money pit boondoggle.” Harv was getting himself a 
eandy out of the dish on the table in front of us. 

“Here, look at this.” I handed him a folder with the design of a hydrogen and 
fluorine ehemieal pump laser that fired an extremely fine and eoneentrated beam 
path. Harv took the drawings and flipped through the pages, then went baek to the first 
page and started all over again, reviewing eaeh page very earefully. It took a good ten 
minutes for him to finish his first analysis of the system. He got up, went to his desk to 
get a ealeulator and then started plugging in some numbers. Seratehing his thiek gray 
hair, he looked at the drawings and then at the notepad on his knee. 

Touve jumped maybe two or three levels in this design. The guys at Lawrenee 
Livermore worked on this, but they only had it at a prototype level when funding was 
eut. You added at least ten different sub-systems to it that’ll make this thing hum when 
it’s fired. You work on this while you were goofing off out in Barstow?” He looked 
perplexed for a few minutes while he ehewed his lip. “Y’know, you eould take this 
thing and....” The light went on and he brightened up, when he saw the whole system 
and what it was intended for. “You got to be kidding me, kiddo!” The ember had 
beeome a flame and it was glowing white-hot. 

“Not a bit.” I said. “How long for you to gear someone up and stand on their tails 
to get ten of those babies built?” 

“Fourteen, eighteen months tops. Most of this is off the shelf so it’s available now. 
Man, this is a zapper that eould puneh holes in just about anything on this planet.” 
Harv was thinking of ground aetions inside the atmosphere. 

“Now, plaee that here.” I pulled out a star ehart and handed it to him. “It just sits 
and waits for our 'friends’ to show up and then fires up. A baek up zone here and then 
another set to be deployed as needed and where needed. They eome out of hyper¬ 
dimensional spaee and those babies go to work right in the middle of any kind of fleet 
they have.” I had seen it all in my head over the past few days. Hit and run surprises, 
knoeking out five to ten motherships per unit. 

“Would make someone stop and pondered if they had the right plan or not, 
wouldn’t it?” Harv ehuekled to himself “But listen, if we build this system, how are 
we going to get it out far enough to deploy it in deep spaee?” 

I sat and looked at him for a long minute letting my body language speak for me. 

Harv gasped. “You don’t mean to tell me that you ean use the Time Runner to 
deploy this?” Harv shook his head in disbelief. The Time Runner had been planned 
to heal up the holes in spaee, but no one had thought about using it to launeh 
anything into deep spaee. 

i handed him the seeond set of doeuments showing the modifieations to the 
King’s Peak, Utah unit that was a tuning module. It eaused a resonant standing wave to 
oeeur in the field after it was tuned properly and it would bi-loeate the deviees to any 
spot in the loeal galaxy we wanted within a fraetion of a seeond. 

“If NASA knew we had this, they would join up with the CIA to try to take over 
this whole operation! All of us would be on Diego Gareia in the Indian Oeean for 
'interviews’ until we squealed for merey.” Harv laughed again and rubbed his mouth 
with the baek of his hand. “The big blaek ehip in the game, that is what this is, Teddv- 
boy.” He got up and went over and pulled two beers out of his ieebox in the offiee. 
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‘Twenty bucks!” He joked as he handed me one. “Ah, your credit is good here. I'll 
just dock your pay.” He would, too. 

Sitting there he looked at the drawings again and studied the fine details. 

“This must have taken months for you to work on and resolve. This is so far out 
of your expertise area I can’t believe you did this on your own. Shit, the chemistry 
is enough to make my poor old brain swim, just trying to remember what I learned 
in college years ago. This way of amplifying the beam is truly amazing. We need to 
try it in small form on some really hard piece of metal, like titanium or something 
harder.” Harv didn’t follow up on the timeline and I wasn’t about to tell him about Dr. 
Henty’s visit, not now at least. 

“Try it out on one of the saucers sitting at Groom. That would be comparable to 
the metal foil anyone would use for deep space. Build a small one and zap it with this 
and see what happens.” I had already been down this road and knew now why 
someone had wanted us to have those craft. 

“You’re getting into this business of killing aliens aren’t you?” Harv looked deeply 
into my eyes. 

“You bet your sweet ass! Did you see the film from Dulce?” I asked clenching my 

jaw. 

‘Yes, I did.” 

“Well, I saw the real thing. Vats with people half alive being reduced to their 
constituent genetic material. The nightmares have never gone away and probably 
never will. That,” I pointed to the file, “well help me sleep a lot better at night.” 

On reflection Harv dropped the topic, realizing I was more a man possessed by his 
own demons than he really wanted to know about. He rose and picked up the phone, 
then stopped. 

“Can I tell Bellamy?” He held the phone without pushing the button. 

‘Your call Harv. You are still my boss the last time I checked the organizational 
chart.” I said with lightness in my voice. 

“Son, you don’t work for anyone but yourself, you and I both know that, but 
thanks for that bone. It makes my old bones feel good to at least think you still believe 
in lineage and chain of command, even though we both know you could care less.” 
Harv punched the button and then threw the switch for the speakerphone. 

The next forty-five minutes was a planning conference on who should do the work 
and how W'e should divide up responsibilities. 

Just before I left, I took a ruler from the side of Harv’s desk and took a Sharpie 
marker out of my shirt breast pocket and drew a straight line across the top of the plans 
for our weapon. In my best block lettering I wrote: “THE BUG ZAPPER.” 

Harv turned the plans around to see the name and smiled and gave me a thumbs 
up as I left, leaving him to wheel and deal and work the phones. Dr. Harvey Glipsen 
was back on track and running hot, fast and straight. I also got to use the President’s 
mag-lift ear for the trip back to Fallon and Jacobs Center. 

Ah, it’s good to be the king! 
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Two years came and went without problem or incident. Irina and I moved into a 
new apartment in the complex with our daughter, who would wear me out with 
questions at night about everything concerning my life. Pasha wanted to know every 
detail of it, from the time I was small to now. Not an easy task, to tell someone about 
all your mistakes, and still have them love you; but she did. 

Irina and I had gotten closer and closer. Our nights lying in the cool bedroom of 
the complex were spent discussing all kinds of plans for when this never-ending 
nightmare would be done. 

Her idea for retirement was a chicken and rabbit ranch somewhere where she 
could wear coveralls and let her hair grow long and not be concerned with it turning 
slowly gray, as we both grew old. Mine was a beach, someplace with a cold bottle of 
beer and a good book. We had to find the middle ground, but it was the common 
joke, about the difference between the souls of Russians and Americans. 

I had not seen Dr. Henry or anyone else for that period. The plan was coming 
together like we actually knew what we were doing. There had been several incidents 
concerning ‘Visitors’ but the other Group leaders had taken care of them without 
much of my involvement. The device was moving along very well. The one under 
King’s Peak, Utah, was already installed after we had tested it and certified it as 
workable. The other series, all seven of them, were in the pit and all of them were 
working as well. The only thing missing at present was the installation at the Bangor 
Sub Base in Washington State. The facility was not yet ready and there were endless 
problems again with DC. 

A new administration had come into office and the whole process of re-education 
had been started by Harv’s new under secretary, a young scientist by the name of James 
Nakamura. An MIT grad in quantum physics and electrodynamics, he was bright and 
quick and was looking for the fast track up the organization, so he never missed a 
chance to point out any and all of Harv’s flaws to anyone over at the White House that 
would listen. He was hying to make his star rise a little faster than some of us thought 
he should and he wanted to climb up Harv’s back to reach for the top of the shelf. 
This left Bellamy with the problem of pouring oil on the water constantly and having 
to make a lot of excuses for Harv. My heart went out to him, but there was little I could 
do. I had never been in the Washington Merry-Go-Round and didn’t want to start 
handling the problems of politics this late in my career. 

Jack Thompson had made one star general and, after talking to each of us 
separately, had decided to retire. He and Shirley wanted to spend the rest of their lives 
in the sun of Florida’s west coast around Bradenton and raise their son. He deserved it 
in my opinion for his long and trusted service. At his going away party, he asked both 
Irina and I to come down and spend some time with them and maybe consider 
moving down there. Jack had some ideas for a technical business that would make 
them a considerable living and he had asked me to be a partner. It sounded great but I 
needed to see this project through to the end and he understood, letting me know that 
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there was always a desk for me at the offiee right next door to his. I had reeommended 
Harden for the aeant post and, with Harv’s support; he got it with a three jump rank 
inerease. I knew that he would do a good job of filling Jaek’s boots and I had little 
need for him, sinee almost all of my lime was spent inside the eomplex now’. 

One afternoon Bellamy ealled me out of the blue 

“Teddy, ean you get down to Groom and meet with Harv, Nakamura and me, this 
afternoon?” 

I looked at my ealendar and realized that it was elear with the exeeption of 
administration funetions, whieh I hated anyway. I agreed and took the sub-way in the 
early afternoon. It was a little over an hour trip. 

I was met at Five-One by Nakamura. He started in at me almost immediately 
with no preamble or introduetions like some small yippy Japanese dog. “Good to see 
you Dr. Humphrey. I am eoneemed that this projeet Dr. Gilpsen has been 
stewarding through isn’t going to be all he eraeked it up to be. If that is the ease, the 
folks over at the White House want to know if you think it is time to replaee him.” 

We got in the ear and sped away toward the Groom Lake faeility, while he 
eontinued his name dropping and listing all the reasons whv we needed a new person, 
sitting in Harv’s ehair. I was about ready to blow up, when we finally walked into 
the hanger next to the old faeilities building. 

“Ted, good to see you!” Harv took my hand and shook it really hard. Bellamy 
smiled and slapped me on the baek. 

“Everything running smoothly up at Jaeobs?” He asked. 

'“Couldn’t be better. Irina sends her greetings to both of you.” I walked to one 
side of the hanger and looked at the seout ship. Nakamura eontinued to yap away. 

“I believe we should be working on this and trying to get it to fly again. Dr. 
Humphrey, It is a waste just sitting here. The small things we have found warrant us 
trying to take this apart and see what make’s it work and then building our model.” 
Nakamura had been told I held some kind of power in the Group and I was probably 
the eonduit to getting things done. He looked with disdain on Harv who had plueked 
him out of obseurity, trained him, and now had the long suffering task of watehing this 
man gnaw at the hand of the man who fed him. This was not the paybaek I would 
have expeeted from someone elevated so quiekly within our ranks. It showed 
disrespeet, dishonor, disloyalty and just plain bad manners. 

I walked over to the eovered unit sitting there all alone in the bay. I pulled the 
eover baek and saw Dr. Rufus T. Henry’s little present to me, two years ago. It was a 
ehemieal laser that was so eompaet it was less than ten feet long and no more than two 
feet aeross. I rubbed my hand down the framework and looked at the various eontrols. 
It was aimed at the hull of one of the older ships that had sat in the far side of the bay 
for years. 

“This toy work?” I looked at Bellamy then Harv. 

“That is what we’re here to see. In the lab it does fine, but you were the one who 
wanted to see if we eould use it.” Harv looked at me and then over a Nakamura. 

“I don’t think this is a proper use of resourees and neither does the President. I 
was talking to his assistant the other day and they think we should use this deviee on 
the ‘expendable’ eraft, as you eall it in your memo Dr. Humphrey, for something 
better than this ‘hoeus poeus’ stuff about aliens.” Nakamura was bueking for another 
stripe on his sleeve, but he was not eorreet in his assessment of my view of the politieal 
realities understood by the President or his staff. 

“A moment, gentlemen, if I may.” I held up a hand to Nakamura and good old 
reliable Jamison stepped in front of him, to keep him from following Harv and 
Bellamy over to the eomer of the hanger. 

“Okay, so., .why you are you keeping him?” I asked Harv in a low voiee. 
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“It has made some powerful friends over at that rented white house and I think I 
am on the slippery slope heading down and out to the trash heap if I fire him." Harv 
had a note of fear in his eyes. I looked at Bellamy, who smiled and nodded to me. 

“It’s your eall, Ted. If you want us to take on this battle, I am game for it. But 
there is no guarantee of the outeome. We have a standing exeeutive order giving us a 
lieense and we are granted funds until 2012, but there may be a shit storm if you do 
it." Bellamy rubbed his faee and his sear puekered up and down. “Then again, we 
eould be in the proeess of being sold out as well.” 

“How mueh about the Group does he know?” I asked Harv. 

“The edge only. After the first six months I slowed down his aeeess to files and 
that put a real twist in his tail.” Harv looked old. 

“Are you still up to handling this whole projeet Dr. Glipsen without the use of 
your assistant here?” I asked formally, already knowing the answer. 

“I will give up one of my mistresses if it means me eontinuing to work with you 
two bandits.” Harv laughed. 

“Good enough.” I walked baek to where Nakamura was standing. 

“Jim...” I started. 

“I prefer to be addressed by my proper title as Doetor Nakamura, sir.” He said, 
feeling rebuked from our eonelave. 

“Jim,” I let my unearing sink in, “let me explain the ins and outs of power to you. 
Right now, you look to me like a bright young man who wants very badly to go plaees. 

I need to know what you have told those folks in the administration about our program 
here.” I smiled at him. 

“I understand that my seeurity elearanee doesn’t...allow me...to talk to outsiders 
about the program, but in only the most general terms.”He dodged the question. 

“Good answer. Now what have you told them speeifieally about our program?” I 
raised my voiee slightly as Bellamy and Harv walked baek up to where I was standing. 

“I don’t think my private eonversations have anything to do with you.” He flared. 

“Didn’t you tell me,” I said to Jamison, only slightly raising the timber of my 
voiee, but never looking away from Nakamura, “that the phone intereept on Dr. 
Nakamura’s phone had indieated he was aetually going outside the boundaries, Mr. 
Jamison?” Jamison looked at me and pieked up quiekly on the move I was making. 

“I did, sir, as I was instrueted to do. He sounded to the teehnieians as though 
he was telling them what we were planning to do.” Jamison never missed a beat. 
Even though we had not talked to eaeh other in a eouple of years. 

“You eouldn’t have heard anything!” He said, a little too quiekly. “That is a seeure 
line and they have it baek traeed.” 

“You don’t think we ean monitor your line without the White House knowing 
about it?” I feigned a hurt look. 

“They told me all of the lines were eheeked and I was on a elear line.” Panie is 
always good to wateh when you are not holding the losing hand. 

“They didn’t know we had a baek traee of our own?” I said waiting for the full 
effeet of my statement to hit him. “Now, why don’t you tell me what they promised 
you for the information that you gave them?” 

“I-I ean’t do that.” He stumbled again and hoped no one would notiee. Harv was 
turning purple with rage. 

“You had better.” I said menaeingly as I stepped in elose to him. “Beeause here 
are your ehoiees at present: One: I leave you to the none too tender mereies of Mr. 
Jamison, who will eseort you to Diego Gareia for interrogation and detainment, until I 
feel anything you might know is worthless. That eould be ten years in a eell on an 
island that makes Devil’s Island look like Club Med. Two:” I flieked two fingers at the 
guards who marehed over and stood over him, “I have you taken outside to beeome a 
Target of opportunity’. In non-military terms that means, I have you shot. I'm sure Mr. 
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Jamison would follow my direct orders without question. Three: I have you tried for 
treason. I don’t know if you read the small print on your employment contract, but it 
is there. Oh, and don’t worry, no one will know about it because it will be before a 
military-tribunal, right here, not in a federal court, and, again... I have you shot. So 
think about your next answer, very carefully. What, and who, have you told about us?” 
I stood there and suddenly Jamison pulled out his large framed automatic and jacked a 
round into the chamber, then held it by his side. The other two guards followed suit. 

"Y-you c-c-can’t! You don’t have the right! I need to c-c-all general counsel at the 
White House and speak with them and have them talk to you!” Nakamura was in 
hysterics. 

"Oh, you are very mistaken, doctor. I do have the right and I will use my power, 
and, no, you are never talking to anyone at the White House ever again. That is the 
least of my promises to you.” I reached up and snapped my fingers and one of 
Bellamy’s other assistants handed me a cellular phone and I dialed. 

"Give me LaCross. LaCross? This is Humphrey.” I waited for a moment. "I have 
just ordered Dr. Nakamura executed as an enemy of the state. Tell the President that 
if he tries to infiltrate niv organization again, I will pull a Kennedy on his ass! Am I 
clear, Mr. LaCross?” I hung up and handed the phone back to the man. 

“T minus one minute...Jim.” Jamison cocked his weapon and slightly lifted it, 
followed by the guards. Everyone was absolutely still. Nakamura’s mouth moved, 
unable to make a word, as he looked pleadingly back and forth between us all. 

"Mr. Jamison, take this son of a bitch out and...” 

"WAIT! Just wait!! I’ll tell you! I’ve been meeting with the President’s private 
assistant for internal security matters. We never meet at the White House but at various 
places around McLean. She didn't want to meet me where anyone would see us 
talking. I told her everything I knew or that I could find out, by going through 
Harvey’s desk at night I told her about the triple jump and the laser. I added some 
stuff to make me look better. I wanted to make a good impression with her, since she 
told me there might be a senior staff level job that she could get me into with this 
Administration.” He was crying out of fear. 

All three of us shared a look of concern. “What was her name?” 

"C-corbett!” He burbled out through his sobs. 

"Ann Corbett?” 

"Yes!” He looked up, surprised that we knew the name. “Dr. Ann Corbett! The 
President’s assistant.” Nakamura could hardly speak. 

"Son of a bitch!!” Harv exploded at me. "I thought you killed that bitch years ago, 
Ted!” 

"So did I, Harv.” I turned to Bellamy. "Call whoever you call at the White 
House. See if she is really there. I doubt it, but make the effort to find out.” I walked a 
few feet away. 

"Boss Three?” Jamison was ready to do the guy right there. 

"Morgan isn’t it?” I turned to one of the security men who stepped forward. 

‘Yes, sir. Corporal Stan Morgan, sir!” He was like a rail in front of me. 

"Get a stenographer, a clean room in the facility, a team of security guys to 
surround it and have Jamison take Nakamura into it. He is going to tell you the where, 
when and how of everything he’s reported. Use the bug juice if you need to. High 
intensity. Is that clear?” I looked over my glasses at the man and then to Jamison who 
knew- exactly what I meant. If Nakamura was going to have any recall lapses, Jamison 
would quickly revivify his memory, with the back of his hand. 

"Sir!” Morgan spun and dashed away at a sprint. 

"Jami, don’t let him out of your sight, do you understand me?” Jamison looked 
hard at me and then back at Nakamura. 

"Intrusions?” The best word he could come up with, but I got the drift. 
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“Exactly. I want him in one piece, but he doesn’t have to be...whole... when we 
go to the President.” Jamison nodded and grabbed the man by belt and the scruff of 
his suit and pushed him toward the facility door like a Scottish bouncer about to toss a 
drunk into the muck of the gutter., which is exactly what his life would now be...if he 
lived that long. 

“The President?” Bellamy said softly to me. 

“Absolutely. This guy doesn’t want any bad press. We show him the transcript of a 
traitor as well as someone using official documents from his Administration, which he 
won’t be able to justify, he’s going to play ball with us all the way.” I said with anger in 
my voice. 

“Who the hell did you call?” Harv asked me. 

“Shit, I don’t know. I think it was Ramona at The Cotton Tail Bunny Ranch in 
Pahrump.” I didn’t even smile at my statement. 

I had become the master of the bluff and I was good at it. 
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As the three of us stood there looking at one another, no one wanted to start with 
the obvious questions: How had they done it? Who was eontrolling the operation? 
Why did they want to know so mueh if their guys were beyond defeat? It was all very 
elear to me. I had been working on this problem long enough to know that there were 
eertain bits and pieees of it no one else really understood but me, and it was going to 
stay that way for right now. 

"Well. What should we do, Ted?” Bellamy asked. While Harv was looking at the 
ground feeling like he had let us all down by hiring someone who got eaught up and 
used in just one more lousy little plan someone else had ereated. 

"I eame here to wateh a weapons demonstration. Kieking junior’s ass was just for 
shits and giggles. Harv would’ve taken eare of it in time. I know that.” I lied. But it 
didn’t matter. No one was going to keep me from making sure that no fleet of invaders 
would ever land on my planet as long as I had anything to say about it. 

"You ean be a kind man as well as a tyrant, Theodore.” Harv looked up at 
me. ‘You just flushed that kid down the toilet and didn’t give him a ehieken’s ehanee 
in a wolf paek” 

"What!? You feel bad for him?” I wondered what was up with Harv. 

"No, I don’t. It’s just I never thought when you eame aboard t you would end up 
being like Bellamy here, a blaek hearted eold-blooded bastard, only slightly better 
looking.” Harv shook his head. "I never did. But you are twiee the fiend he is. I 
think you enjoyed that little demonstration of power baek there. And it was not just for 
young Nakamura.” Harv walked over toward the ‘Bug Zapper’ the eoined phrase we 
used for the new laser system. 

"Being eompared to me in the same sentenee must hurt?” Bellamy noted. 

"Not at all, George.” I followed them behind the shield that been ereeted on the 
edge of the hanger. "Not at all.” 

"We’ve got the power setting on the highest funetion possible. It should engage 
and probably blast a hole right through that eraft. It is our belief that when this deviee 
is in spaee, deployed, and at full power, it will knoek out the eomplete drive system of 
any ship it is pointed at. Ted explained to us how this is supposed to work and the 
small test beneh model has performed admirably, but this is the first run of the bug 
zapper at a eomposite material that our best instruments eannot even serateh.” 
Harv had finished the adjustment with the test team he had ealled into the hanger. 
"There should be a sixty nano-seeond burst and then a small flash. Then we will see if 
theory works in the real world.” 

Harv moved baek behind the shield and pieked up the phone. He told seeurity to 
put out the alarm throughout the building, that we were doing a test shot, and nobody 
should be surprised. No one would probably even hear it, but those of us on the 
hanger deek floor. 

"On my mark, five, four, three, two and one. Engage!” Harv did the 
eountdown and pressed the sequeneer to operate the Zapper. The Zapper 
warmed up for a 
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moment, humming solidly. There was a small blue flash and a steady stream of blue 
plasmie energy shot out of the gun’s muzzle with an eleetrie buzzing sound. For the 
next sixty seeonds we watehed it harmlessly twinkle on the hull of the eraft. It shut 
down timidly on its own, smoking gently. 

We walked over to the eraft and there was not a serateh on it. Haw reaehed out his 
hand and touehed the skin of the ship where the beam had struek, and it was dead 
eool to the toueh. 

"So,” Harv said, beyond miffed, "Waddaya going to invent next? The sparkler? 
You ean use this pieee of shit to gay up Fourth of July all over the eountry’! Maybe we 
ean stiek a Pieeolo Pete up the exhast pipe and light it to juiee up the power! Or 
maybe stiek a playing eard in the spokes to give that Big Wheel Sound of Power! You 
goddamn id-jits!” 

I opened my briefease and handed Harv a small eleetronie box with one single 
eonneetor on it 

He looked at it for a moment and then up at me, turning red again. 

"What the hell is this?” Harv held it gingerly in his hand. 

"A easeading multiplier.” I pointed at the eonneetor. "Pin ten, please. The slot 
you wanted removed from the original designs. That is what it’s for.” 

"This wasn’t on the original drawings, was it?” Harv looked at the unit. 

"No.” I said flatly. 

"Oh great!” Harv was annoyed again and tossed his hands in the air when he 
talked. "So, does this whatehamafuekit make the deviee go, like, invisible or 
something?” 

"Something.” I wasn’t going to say anything else. I had made my point. They had 
doubted me and this was the least I eould do to not make that happen again. Haw 
handed the box to a teehnieian that plugged it into the Bug Zapper and walked baek to 
the eontrol housing. 

"Put it on the lowest setting, please.” I asked lab teeh politely. 

"All systems eheeked and ready. Commenee eountdown on my mark...” Haw 
started up again. I yelled over at the teehnieian. 

"Oh, just pull the trigger!” I said. 

An eleetrie blue flash filled the hanger, followed by a thunderous explosion, 
followed by another explosion that eaused the floor to tremble and shake like an 
earthquake. The rolling sensation almost knoeked all of us off our feet. Seeurity men 
were running in with guns drawn and looking for the mad bomber that just hit the 
building. 

"It’s alright, it’s just a test!” Harv was eoughing and trying to elean the smoke away 
from in front of his faee. 

"Jesus, Mary and Joseph! Look at that.” Harv was the first out from behind the 
shield. 

A hole had been ripped a good ten feet wide in the length of the eraft, splintering 
the metal and a new eireulation hole had been blown through the outside eement wall 
of the building about four feet in diameter and eontinued through a number of other 
buildings used, thankfully, just for storage, and then there was a whole in a mountain 
some distanee away. 

Bellamy walked over to the eraft and was going to toueh it until he felt the heat 
eoming off the destroyed hull and then kneeled down and looked inside. It was the 
first time anyone had seen inside it sinee we had it. 

"What is the range on full power, Ted, if you have an idea?” Bellamy asked. 

"Lethal at two thousand kilometers in spaee on the medium setting. That was low. 
On high? I have no idea.” I was still shaking from the blast. 

"Niee gadget you got there, nephew How in the hell does it work?” Harv went 
over and pulled the multiplier out of the soeket and held it. 
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“Folds the waves baek on themselves and then sets up a resonating eireuit inside 
the tube. It will work mueh better in a vaeuum.” I pulled out the plans for it and 
handed them to Harv. 

“Make it small enough we eould sell it to wreeking yards to eut ears in half, or 
quarters, or down to their original moleeular strueture.” He looked at the drawing and 
showed it to the teehnieian next to him. I pieked up my briefease and started to leave 
without a word. I now had the means I needed to eomplete the program. A way of 
getting a platform into deep spaee at an exaet loeation and time and a weapon that 
would pulse enough energy to destroy a whole enemy fleet without hesitation. Bellamy 
jogged aeross the hanger to eateh up with me. 

“What would you like me to do with Nakamura?” He asked as we were walking. 

“What is your plan. Boss?” I deferred to him. 

“Hide him away for a few years and then let him go.” I stopped and listened to 
him earefully. 

I remembered Ann Corbett, disguised as a waitress in that restaurant, standing 
near my father that night, so many years ago and what had happened to him, and what 
she had done to Ellen, someone we all loved. I looked at Bellamy for a long moment 
and then just turned and walked away. 

“I understand, Ted.” Bellamy walked baek toward Harv. Nakamura wouldn’t be 
talking to anyone else when Bellamy was through with him. It might not have been 
the way my father or Dr. Henry would have done it, but I didn’t have the luxury of 
traveling to the stars and learning kindness from gentle pixie people who just used 
their minds to ereate reality. I was still in the middle of a poker game with all the blaek 
ehips on the table and...ah, hell! Who was I kidding? 

This was a goddamn war! 

But I sure as hell wasn’t going to lose beeause somebody else had an aee up their 
sleeve. 
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Time was passing quickly now. Seven months had gone by since the Bug -Zapper 
test at Groom Lake. I was spending more time working on the Bangor, Washington 
submarine base problems, getting the facility finished. It seemed like one thing after 
another delayed bringing this damn station online. Irina had finished up her part of 
the project and needed a break. We agreed, because of my schedule, she and Pasha 
would take a vacation. They wanted to spend the summer touring America looking for 
a nice place for a chicken and rabbit farm. They had been cooped up long enough 
under this sterile cement and steel hive. I didn’t blame them for wanting to have some 
adventures in the outside world. 

We said our good byes and that we’d join back up in October. I thought I’d have 
everything done by then and we’d get a place in the country around Fallon, Nevada 
where Pasha could have a horse and Irina could raise rabbits. 

Dreams fulfilled: check! 

I'd been fighting with some techies about the placement of the new device at the 
Bangor submarine station. I couldn’t make them understand it had to be exactly 
aligned to the north/south magnetic poles, and the platform had to rotate and adjust 
ever so slightly if the mag poles moved or shifted, and if they had to re-pour the whole 
damn building then that was what had to be done. 

The next phone call was not one I expected. 

"Ted? Your got a clean black suit and tie?” George Bellamy said. 

"Why?” I joked. "We going to a funeral?” 

Bellamy and I had grown closer again over the past few months. He kept 
me informed on the progress Harv was making in DC. It seemed like the President 
had seen things our way and had committed fully to our project without hesitation 
after reading the transcript of the Nakamura confession. One of his own advisors 
meeting with Ann Corbett had forced the President to deal with it. It apparently 
wasn’t pretty and became much like Dr. Bates’ "departure”. 

"Yes.” Bellamy said flatly. There was a long, emotional pause. "Harvey died.” 

"Oh my God!” I felt a stabbing pain that went through to my soul. Harv had 
always been there for me and I didn’t want to think about finishing this project without 
him. 

"When? What happened?” 

"Yesterday. Heart attack.Too much pressure. Old age. Diabetes, drinking too 
much, not exercising, this crappy life we live.” Bellamy was clearly upset as well. 

"Where’s the funeral?” It was the only thing I could think of asking, under the 
circumstances. 

"Arlington. Just a graveside service.The President, First Lady, a couple of close 
friends of his out of the Senate and Congress. And us. You and me.” Bellamy was 
making an exception to his own rule. 

"I understand. Boss. He didn’t have any family did he?” I closed my eyes and felt 
the emotions well up inside. 
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“We’re his family, Ted. We were all he had. Us, and this pieee of shit job!” 
I already knew the answer and, like most families under pressure, we were 
all dysfunetional as hell. 

‘T will be there. Boss.” I hung up and sat for a few minutes thinking about what I 
eould do. Then I remembered a lot of bad jokes over the years that made me smile. 

I ealled Harden in DC, who was now head of the seeurity seetion, and asked him 
to make eertain arrangements for me for tomorrow. He was a little shoeked but 
eomplied with my request when I explained why I needed the speeial attention. 

I ealled Jaek Thompson but only got the message maehine telling me he and his 
family were in Europe for the summer. I didn’t leave a message. 


It was a humid morning in Arlington, Virginia, as I walked up the grassy knoll in 
the garden of stones, whieh holds the mortal remains of our best and most dedieated. 
The path had been eordoned off and Seeret Serviee was everywhere. I strolled among 
the row’s of fallen heroes. As I passed some of the stones I stopped and read the 
inseriptions. First World War, Seeond World War, Korea, Viet Nam, Iraq; they were 
all here and in good eompany. At the top of the rise a small group of mourners were 
standing. Within the knot was the President and First Fady and several men I didn’t 
know with their wives. An honor guard was positioned slightly off in the distanee and a 
bugler stood at attention. 

I saw Bellamy and walked up next to him. He was standing with a group of six 
young beautiful erying women, all stylishly dressed in blaek with blaek laee veils over 
their faees. Bellamy motioned for me to eome by his side. One of the women eame 
elose and took my arm. I held her hand. The flag draped eoffin stood above a hole in 
the most holy ground this eountry has. The President stepped forward and nodded to 
me. 

“Now that we are here, I would like to take this time to express a few words for my 
fallen friend. Doetor Haney Wileox Glipsen was a true Ameriean hero. From the 
beaehes of Normandy as a young Captain to the hand-to-hand treneh warfare of 
Capital Hill, Harvey has been on the front lines for over five deeades of government 
serviee. Never asking anything for himself, but always giving the full measure of 
dedieation and serviee to this nation. I personally knew Haney and liked him very 
mueh for his wit, eharm and intelligenee. He never failed to bring a smile to my faee.” 

The President went on. I almost puked, if Harv heard all this happy horseshit he’d 
be laughing his ass off. He’d twisted this turkey’s tail feathers almost out of their soekets 
and laughed like a hyenea about it. This guy had been pushed into a eomer with no 
plaee to go by Harv and was probably overjoyed he was dead. But the news erews 
being held at a distanee were eating up the elandestine, shadow world, private 
eeremony with the President speaking for an old time friend that no one knew 
anything about or who he was or what he did. The eover story the White House 
released was that Harv was a super seeret spook of some kind. They would try to get all 
the mileage they eould out of this, with all the brouhaha going on about the 
President’s land deal down in his home State of Arkansas. The woman next to me 
almost bent over erying her eyes out and held on to me tighter. Bellamy looked out 
the eomer of his eye and nodded his approval. 

“Haney Gilpsen was one of the last great heroes of this eentury and he will be 
tmly missed. I would like to ask his elosest friends if there is anything they would like to 
say.” Bellamy deelined as did I. At some prearranged signal three rounds of rifle 
fire from seven guns filled the air. The wailing of the women next built to a fever 
piteh. The bugler played taps and the uniformed men eame forward and took the flag, 
folding it, then presented the triangled banner to Bellamy. He held it to his heart for a 
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moment then gave it to me and I kissed it. I handed it to the woman next to me 
holding my arm. She elutehed it to her ehest and dried her tears on it One of the 
other women stepped forward and knelt down in her tight blaek dress and four ineh 
blaek high heels. She laid her hand on the easket and leaned forward to kiss the top of 
the box. A set of four jets sereamed over and one pilot pulled out, in the famous 
"Missing Man Formation”. The President stepped forward and helped the beautiful 
young woman to her feet. She leaned her head against his shoulder and touehed his 
hand. He patted her hand and helped her baek into the group with a few kind words. 

Just as they started to lower the eoffin, I stepped forward and motioned for them to 
stop. Everyone watehed earefully as I pulled a bottle of beer out of my poeket and laid 
it on of top of eoffin. 

"One for the road, old friend.” 

I stepped baek and Bellamy pulled out a small box that eontained a medal, whieh 
no one in the erowd eould reeognize. It looked like something I had never seen and 
put it on the eoffin as well. Then they lowered the most miserable, hard drinking, 
womanizing, funniest, most eharming, most irritating, hard to get along with, lovable 
bastard I had ever known, into the hallowed saered ground of the Arlington national 
eemetary. The Earth that I, too, would die to defend. 

Bellamy and I eseorted the women down to the three waiting limos and helped 
them into the ears in their grief I knew I would get the flag baek, but that was 
between me and Harden. 

As we walked up the lane, one of the President’s aides joined us for a short walk. 

"The President wanted to know if those ladies were relatives of Harvey’s.” He 
asked Bellamy. "The President wondered if he should have their addresses to send 
bereavement letters.” 

"They were his mistresses, son. All six of them. The best women any man eould 
ever know. And that is not for publieation, is that understood?” Bellamy turned and 
glared at the man. who got the message loud and elear. He moved baek up the hill 
toward his own group. 

"Ted, of all the low down dirty trieks that anyone eould have played! My God, 
man! That was the President of the United States!” He laughed out loud. "I wish I’d 
thought of it!” 

"I’ll give you the flag for our eolleetion on the island when Harden retrieves it for 
me.” I said quietly while taking his arm and walking among the stones. 

"Were they aetresses?” Bellamy leaned toward me. 

"No, they really are Harvey’s mistresses. Call girls.” I smiled. "The highest prieed 
ones in New York. Haney had expensive taste in women. Harden ealled them up on 
short notiee and they all showed up this early in the morning, whieh is a small miraele 
in and of itself. They all wanted to be here to send Harv off. Of eourse they eost the 
Ameriean taxpayers about $15,000 apieee, plus expenses, to be here. But I wasn’t going 
to let that old son-of-a-biteh get out of this world without being represented by those he 
knew and loved so hard and so well.” I ehuekled. 

"Harv would have died to see this!” He patted me on the baek and 
aetually gripped me around the neek. "Best money we’ve ever spent!” 

Bellamy was still laughing when another figure dressed in a blaek suit, tie, top-eoat 
and hat, walked up next to us. 

"May i join you boys in grieving for our old friend?” 

The old blaek man looked like he fit in very’ well with us misfits in his dapper tux 
from the 1950s. 

"Dr. Rufus T. Henry!” Bellamy yelled in delighted surprise. "You are always 
weleome in our eompany. How are you, sir?” 

Bellamy took his arm and the three of us walked down through the garden of the 
rows of saered stones, talking about life, the universe and every thing in it. 
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October came and went. I was Perseus battling the monsterous Kraken that had 
become getting the Bangor, Washington sub base online. It seemed like every two 
steps forward I was pushed one baek, beeause of just stupid erap. Contraetor disputes, 
labor issues and working on a seeret naval base didn’t help. The Navy was less than 
eooperative sinee they felt left out of our loop and aetivities, so they didn’t make it easy 
to work around them. But I had just waited to hand them a peaee offering that would 
ehange this rapidly by the first of the year. 

Irina had found a plaee just outside of Fallon and we bought it. Pasha was 
enrolled in the loeal sehool and was doing fine. I found that I made it home maybe 
two out of five days and sometimes weekends. Irina knew the diffieulties I faeed, sinee 
she had been through mueh of the same when she had worked on building the 
deviees. There were weeks that she had spent seven days a week in her Job pounding 
out the details and following up with the teehnieians. So I was given the latitude I 
needed, as we both knew this would be finished soon and I would able to return to a 
normal life, whatever that was. 

For months after Harvey’s funeral, I had eolleeted tabloid artieles about the seeret 
eeremony at Arlington where the Nation’s leaders had gathered to plant one of the top 
spooks in the world. The long distanee photos showed the tight knot of women that 
had been listed as "sexual assets” used by this spymaster to infiltrate the highest realms 
of foreign governments. Harden, in his usual perfeetion, had required every one of the 
women to sign a National Seeurity Form. This meant they eould never diselose why 
they were there, and this just heightened the media frenzy to find them and question 
them about their work, sinee after the funeral they had disappeared into the 
baekground of everyday life. A photo on the eover of one of the magazines that I 
espeeially liked was the long shot photograph of three smiling men in dark topeoats, 
walking through the gardens of stones at Arlington. The eaption was, "New spy masters 
divide up the kingdom!” It was great. Irina, Pasha and the new media blitz on Harv’s 
funeral, were the only pleasures in life I had right now. 

Rufus told us what was in the silver titanium Haliburton ease and why it was so 
important. It was a detailed analysis of all the Visitor’s battleplans for the invasion of 
Earth. It marked out landing sites, points of infiltration and neutralization for the 
enemy fleet to eoneentrate on and, most importantly, the route they would take and 
the timetables for their seheduled arrival. It had been moved up, quite a bit, from our 
first estimates, whieh had no doubt been pushed baek due to their defeat at Dulee, but 
we had absolutely no idea how far or how mueh time we had bought ourselves. This 
drove me even harder to eomplete the grid design I needed to test the Bug Zapper 
within. 

Bellamy had been working with his part of the Group to set up various points 
where they thought our tests should be eondueted first and then the ambush points 
along the route. He had deeided to divide up our operations into two units: a 
defensive unit that he managed along with the MIB group and I was named head of 
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the offensive operations group. This made me virtually the Boss over all ground and 
spaeed based systems used to prevent a mass landing. George was my baek up and I 
was his. So we ended up as equals in a world where that seldom works out well. But 
we made it work exaetly the way it was supposed to, and we were true friends united 
now against a eommon enemy. 

By Deeember, I had seven operational Zappers sitting in the basement waiting for 
testing and deployment. HAARP in Alaska was online and worked well to ereate a 
disruptive field of energy over half the globe. Nothing eould get through it that used 
any kind of eleetromagnetie drive system. As soon as it entered the envelope, their 
main drive would eough and sputter off and they would free fall thousands of feet and 
splatter on the ground like a bug on a windshield. It did play havok with the weather, 
as the eonspiraey theorists eonjeetured, but, de' la vie', de 'la guerre.' Sueh is life, 
sueh is war. 

Over the past two years I had Jaek Thompson's new aerospaee eompany hired on a 
huge government eontraet to work on designing the new ET’S (Earth To Spaee) 
fighter aireraft designed to earry to new advaneed THOR'S HAMMER-4-A, or just the 
THOR 4A. He had performed a hereulean job and melded all of my desired systems 
into the eraft we now had Eoekheed Martin building, in mass, for us at the Skunk 
Works near Tonopah, Nevada. The folks who built the U-2, the SR-71 Blaek Bird 
and the new F- 117, F-117-A and Y-A fighters that had their debut during Desert 
Storm. These guys were experts at building modern eomposite aireraft in short order 
and for high dollars from the taxpayers. But that hadn’t mattered. I wanted fourteen 
of them and the first four I gave to the Navy as a bargaining ehip for assistanee with 
finally getting Bangor finished. 

By February, I had a dozen admirals kieking ass and taking names around Bangor, 
getting my job done for me. The new aireraft used teeh that no one in the Pentagon 
even knew we had until they saw it fly at Groom Fake and then all hell broke loose. 

The Air Foree Spaee Command Group, that was supposed to be the first line 
of defense in spaee, were breathing fire over the faet that the Navy had been given 
first ehoiee of the new bird. The grumbling from DC was that we had done a dirty 
deal to ereate two organizations to provide the same serviee. A eouple of Air Foree 
four-star generals wanted my head on a platter and were being very voeal about it. 

Bellamy had done his best to pour oil on the troubled waters, but it wasn’t selling 
among the brass. They wanted in and there was not going to be any way they would 
give up their grasp for power without Presidential intervention. That was probably the 
last thing we eould eount on, I thought. I had my intelligenee unit pulling everything 
they eould to find a handhold on that slippery’ bastard in the White House. I had to 
assume that role sinee Harv's departure for the Great Beyond and I hadn't found 
anyone I eould trust to do it for me. But then a little bit of information showed up that 
I thought might help. 

I ealled the President and got straight through to him without the normal run 
around with aides. 

“Yes Dr. Humphrey." He answered the phone with his normal abrasive and 
less than taetful business voiee. 

‘T understand there are some problems with the Air Foree over one of my new 
projeets.” I asked trying to bear in mind that this was the leader of the free world and 
one of the most powerful men in the world. It still didn’t mean mueh to me. 

“Well you might say that.” He said in that soft whispery Southern drawl of his. 
“It seems like they feel that you have gone outside your purview and stuek your nose 
into their business.” He had emphasized the 'you' in that sentenee. 

“I understand that. But there are eertain eireumstanees that warrant my deeision.” 
I eould play at this level of gamesmanship as well. 
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“Look!” The niceness wore off very quickly. “That prick Glipsen tried to 
blackmail me and I played along. But right now, I don’t think any of what you guys 
are doing is warranted. So, I am not going to even try to pull your chestnuts out of the 
fire. I am going to sit back and watch those self-inflated brass hats tear you a new’ 
asshole! Now what part of that don't you understand, Humphrey? I am very well 
aware that you had Jim Nakamura killed and I had to live with that, but don’t think I 
don’t know’ that you guys think you can take over anytime you want! That is not going 
to happen!” 

“You through?” I slammed the ball right back across the court at him to see how 
he could play his back-hand. 

“What the hell does that mean?” He almost yelled into the phone. 

“I would highly suggest that you pick a side and hold to it. Waffle on this one and 
I can promise you your days of luxury’ and happiness are at an end.” I read the file in 
front of me. 

“Are threatening me, Humphrey?” He was livid. 

“No. I am telling you I expect you to calm down those idiots who think they know 
something and I am willing to help you with a little problem of your own.” I waited, 
still holding my temper. 

“What problem?” He was angry, but curious now. 

“Angel Fire.” I spoke very softly into the phone. 

“What do you know about that?” I heard the rage in his voice he was fighting 
mightily to contain. 

“That all of the files are located in one spot, so none of your people can get to 
them or see them. It looks to me like you got a little problem that will blow up in your 
face and this administration isn’t going to survive it.” I took one sheet of paper and 
placed it in the fax machine on the table behind my desk and hit the special number 
that placed it right on his desk. 

“Take a look at that document and then I would shred it if I were you.” I waited 
and could hear the fax working behind him. There was a two-minute pause in 
conversation. 

“Where did you get this?” The President exploded. “I could have you 
disappeared, do you know’ that?” 

“You really want to play this game? The ‘who’s got the most power’ game? I 
wouldn't if I were you. You have no idea what I can do.” I was very’ relaxed and, in 
fact, I was enjoying playing Harv’s favorite game. Pin, then twist, the tail on the 
President. 

“What does that mean?” He tried to compose himself 

“What would happen if just twenty’ papers like that ended up, somehow, on the 
desk of the editor of the New York Times. It would make Nixon look like a hero.” I 
laughed to myself. 

‘You wouldn’t dare!” He hissed into the phone. 

“How far are you willing to go to prove that point, Mr. President?” I waited. 

Silence on the end of the phone. I waited. 

“Alright! You have my attention. What do you want? If, this problem can just go 
away.” He was now probing to see what he could get out of it. Good. We had gotten 
past the obligatory penis waving and straight to “Let’s Make A Deal.” 

“A confidential Executive Order establishing a multi-task force of military’ under 
our direct control with full power to make or break anyone who doesn’t toe the line. A 
joint space defense command, that Bellamy and I will head up.” I answered. 

“And this stuff.” I heard the shredder working in his office. 

“It will all just disappear.” I figured I could drop a crew into the federal building, 
pull all of the files out, using the one of the small devices and they would be gone, out 
of sight, out of mind. 
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“I will comply after you have proven to me they are permanently removed from 
view.” Trying to bluff me with a ten, a three and seven in his hand? I laughed so he 
eould hear. 

“Forget it then. Sorry I wasted your time.” I got ready to hang up. 

“Wait! Hold it just a minute! If I do this, I want oversight.” He tried after looking 
at his hole eard. 

“Good luek.” I paused. “I want the order with a non-expiration elause in it and 
no over-ride from any future President, so I don’t have to go through this again.” I 
waited, gloating over my four aees. 

“Alright. I will have it drafted and I will sign it before the end of the week. You 
will get a eopy of it and so will the Joint Chiefs. But, God, they will just explode.” He 
was folding his hand. This was good. 

‘You smooth their feathers or fire them, I really don’t eare.” I thought for a minute 
and then added. “By the end of April the problem will be handled.” I hung up and sat 
baek. If that man eould get to me he would surely have me killed like everyone else 
he had problems with. The press even eoined the term “Arkansas Suieide” for all his 
assoeiates that had woken up dead. 

I got baek to work. Putting the file aside, I needed to get a team together and 
prepare them for the time jump and retrieval. 
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The firestorm in Washington was still raging. I got the jump retrevial team 
assembled and we were getting ready to make the jump, but we had put it off to the 
end of April beeause of some logisties we needed to iron out. That’s when Bill 
Stewart, who had been with me for a year, stepped into my offiee. 

Saying nothing, he opened up the eabinet where I kept the TV. He switehed it 
on and we watehed a reporter standing in front of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City. 

"‘What we know right now is that a lone bomber has destroyed the Murray 
Building killing seores of people. A tmek bomb exploded this morning and authorities 
are searehing to loeate the person or persons responsible for this eruel and hideous 
aetion.” 

I turned it off and sat down at my desk. 

‘T guess this kinda ends our little raiding party doesn’t it?” He had been aiding me 
in the planning of our snateh and grab as we like to eall it. 

“Looks like someone saved us the effort. From that pieture, he hit the spot we 
were planning to be in.” I thought about synehronieity of events on the timeline and 
wandered if someone else had deeided to aid or help. It was too elose for eomfort for 
me. 

I already had the Exeeutive Order in hand and the first meeting was planned for 
next month with the eommand staff from the military. So no one was going to try and 
baek pedal, espeeial in light of the bomb blast that ripped a building apart. I think the 
man in that rented house in DC would be quaking in his boots right about now. 
He would never believe we’d be that open and brazen to do the job. But if we did do 
this, he would know that I wouldn’t hesitate to eommit to the same kind of aetion 
if he didn’t play ball with me. I was eonvineed he would not want another phone 
eall like the last one. 

I went baek to work and set the working file on Angel Fire to one side of my desk. 
I wouldn’t be need that one any more. 

Bellamy ealled in the afternoon, late. “A little messy, don’t you think?” His 
opening lines. 

“It did the job for us, didn’t it?” I gave up nothing. 

“Yeah. Well, I have had one eall after another from insiders wanting to make sure 
we know they are with us, totally, 100%. I have talked to six Senators, fifteen 

Congressmen and a half of a dozen heads of states. For some reason they all think that 
one of us is erazy, so they ealled me.” Bellamy was being his direet self as always. 

“You want me to tell you it wasn’t me?” I asked feeling annoyed and trying to get 
rid of a headaehe. 

“Hell no!” He paused. “I don’t eare if you did it or didn’t do it. It got us some in 
roads right now to folks that don’t want to be on our bad side, I will tell you that 
mueh.” 


~ 472 ~ 





SANDS OF TIME 

“Is there any ehanee of pulling Jaek Thompson baek in with us?” I had been 
working through the joint operations list and needed someone I eould trust to head it 

up. 

“Funny you should ask. I had a similar feeling. What do you think about 
giving him a three star rank and making it publie.” Bellamy was right there. 

“The new Hemispherieal Spaee Command, representing all branehes of the serviees?” 

“Make it happen, George. He knows the game and won’t get lost in all the 
bullshit. Hell, give him four stars if he needs them. I want that group operational in 
less than a year.” I hung up without another word. I wanted to head home and see 
Irina and Pasha. I felt very tired. 
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When I pulled into the driveway, Pasha was riding her horse and Irina was 
watehing her. She ran over and wrapped herself around me. 

“I am so glad to see you.” She looked up and kissed me. 

As I stood there, realizing how mueh I loved her and our daughter, I pushed my 
world away from me and wanted to just get lost in her eyes. 

"I wanted to see you two in the daylight for a ehange. Crawling in bed at ten at 
night and leaving at five in the morning doesn’t seem like a life to me right now.” I 
waved at our daughter riding around the paddoek. 

"She understands and so do I. But it is good to have you here. Oh! Let me show 
you the bunnies.” We strolled over to the hutehes she had bought and pulled out one 
of the little rabbits and held it to her ehest. I rubbed its fur and the little eritter 
snapped at me. 

"He’s a biter. That will make him a good breeder when he is older. The dominant 
male.” She laughed as I pulled my hand baek quiekly. 

We had a split level, modem raneh-type home, that had all the luxuries Irina had 
never expeeted to have in her lifetime. Ten aeres of feneed grounds and a bam, two 
dogs and a eouple of indoor eats that were very aware this was their home and that I 
was the interloper they had to barely tolerate. 

Irina brought over a letter from the table and handed it to me as I fell into the 
large leather reeliner in the living room. It was from Oxford University. 

"Our daughter graduates high sehool this year and we need to think about 
her future as well. She’s been aeeepted into the arts program.” Irina was beaming 
and I just felt old. I read the letter and saw she’d been given a eomplete seholarship 
for the five-year program. ‘They looked at her works and immediately granted 
entranee. Isn’t that wonderful?” 

I didn’t know what to say. It had just seemed like yesterday I started at USC and 
now my own daughter was getting ready to go to eollege. I found myself feeling sorry 
for the years I missed out on her life. 

"Oxford is a long way from us. Don’t you think we eould find a sehool a littler 
eloser?” It sounded so feeble and selfish I eouldn’t believe I was saying it, but Irina’s 
eyes never missed a thing when she looked into me. 

"Let’s see, Clark County Community College or Oxford University?” She aeted 
like she was balaneing something in her two hands. "Besides, when we visit her there, 
we ean just head on to Russia and see my mother.” 

"They won’t let you in will they?” I was puzzled by her joke, not realizing it was 
just that. 

"It isn’t the getting in that’s hard, Ted.” She laughed. She took the letter and 
headed off for the kitehen to do something. 

"Never is. Is it?” I said to myself "It’s always the getting out that’s the problem.” I 
leaned baek and drifted into sleep before I knew it. 

I was home and felt safe around my family. 
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I awoke about three in the morning. Irina had plaeed a light blanket over me and 
she was sleeping on the eoueh next to me. My pager was vibrating on my belt as I sat 
up. She stirred then went baek to sleep as I padded softly aeross the living room in my 
stoeking feet to my small home offiee. 

I ealled the “Panie” number at Jaeobs and they patehed me through to the 
monitoring station in the Caymans. Jamison answered the serambler. 

"‘Boss, we got a situation.” I heard his elipped and perfeet words on the line, 
tinged with his Seottish brogue. 

"Go.” I responded aeeording to my own established protoeol. 

"Bellamy is out for the eount. The heads of eaeh seetion have been notified. Sao 
Paolo has the baby. The senior members of the Group just got off the video- 
eonferenee. You were the subjeet of it and no one wanted to eall you until Boss One’s 
last request was fulfilled.” I eould hear the pain in his voiee. "Confirmed and 
approved as of this date, 0931 universal time. Dr. Theodore Humphrey, Jr., you are 
now the head of the Group, and your new eall sign is Boss One.” Jamison stopped 
talking, ehoked with emotion. 

"Jami, I am truly sorry.” He had been with Bellamy as long as I eould remember, 
his absolute right hand. 

"It was quiek. He knew something. He had left detailed orders, whieh I was 
required to follow. There was no slight intended, sir.” Still the ever dutiful soldier. 

"None taken. What arrangements?” I didn’t want to go to another funeral, but I 
knew I had too. 

"Already done. Cremated today. No serviees. His wishes. What are my orders. 
Boss?” 

I was stunned. I had expeeted to see this whole thing through with him to the 
bitter end. I had never expeeted him to eash out his ehips and leave me in this game 
alone. I felt suddenly lost, but knew only too well that I had to push that emotion way 
down deep inside of me. 

"Hold the fort. I will be there as soon as I ean. Do you know if George talked to 
Jaek?” 

"General Thompson is en route as we speak to assume temporary handling of the 
station until you designate a sueeessor and approve the reeommendations that...” he 
paused trying make sure he said it eorreetly, "Dr. Bellamy left behind.” 

"Thank you, Jami. I shall be in route very soon. I want a full video eonferenee set 
up when I get there with the Group members.” I waited for aeknowledgment. 

"Sir.” The phone went dead. I hung up and walked baek into the living room. 

Irina was awake and a light turned on next to the eoueh illuminated her sleepy faee. 

"Is every thing alright, Ted.” She asked, knowing it wasn’t. 

"No. George just died. I need to head to the Cayman’s.” I sat baek down and 
pulled on my shoes. 

"Does that mean you are now the...” She worked through her words. "The head of 
the ageney?” 

"That looks like the size of it. They met and eonfirmed it a eouple of hours ago. 
New eall sign Boss One.” I grimaeed. 

"What ean I do to help?” She wrapped the blanket around her. 

"You may have to take over Jaeobs for me. I know that is a lot to ask right now, but 
it may be required. I need someone I ean trust with my life.” I reaehed over and held her 
hand and squeezed it. 

"If you need me, you know I am there. Does this effeet the time table?” She 
started to think like a seientist again and not a rabbit farmer. 

"Not mueh, it just means I have to eover a eouple of desks until I ean find people 
I ean trust and work with while we finish up the projeet.” I got up and looked for my 
keys. 
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“Let me eall seeurity at the base. You ean’t be alone now.” She walked into the 
kitehen and maele a eall. I heard a drawer open and elose as well. She eame baek 
holding the two guns we had with us some many years ago on Mount Graee. She 
handed me one. My old trusty Walther PPK. 

“Its still elean and works well. Put it on and don’t take it off. for Pasha and 
my sake.” I nodded agreement and pushed it in my belt. I hadn’t worn one in a few 
years and felt somehow uneomfortable earrying one again. I didn’t like the idea of 
using it, but at this point, I would be the one in the erosshairs of every one’s seope. I 
waited for the seeurity eseort to arrive and then kissed her good-bye after looking in 
to see Pasha sleeping in her bed. 

I hoped she was going to like Art Sehool in England and I was determined to 
make sure that sehool was there when she was ready to go to it. 
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It took me almost twenty hours to arrange for my departure from Jaeobs and get 
The Big Bird to eome to piek me up, then the whole thing about passing through time 
zones heading east. I landed in the evening at the private strip on the Caymans with 
my three plane military eseort that Jaek had arranged to fly ehase and paee over me. As 
we rolled to a halt Jamison was standing next to tbe ramp beside an open Jeep dressed 
in his jumpsuit, with a sidearm at the ready. 

“Boss,” He walked up and I greeted him. I held his hand for a little longer than 
normal and then threw an arm around him, patting him on the baek. We got into the 
Jeep and started to slowly drive up to the mountain to the monitoring station. 

“How long were you with Bellamy?” I asked looking at all the new lights twinkling 
on the island in the distanee. 

“Twenty-seven years, sinee I graduated from Sandhurst in England and finished 
SAS training.” He moved through the gates and just nodded at the sentries, it didn’t 
seem like anyone was willing to eheek my papers anymore. 

“Any family baek home? Wife, lover, anything like that?” I knew I was prying, but 
I had my reasons. 

“Nah, me mum she died a few years baek and I got an older sister, but she and I 
never talk. She is only a half sister by some bloke my mum had an affair with before 
she married me dad.” He worked up toward the top of the island and the view, even at 
night was speetaeular. 

“Any plans? Retirement? You going to open that dirt bike shop in Dorset you 
always talked about?” I had heard that story more than onee. 

“A good plan, but I would be dealing with eivilians and that isn’t my eup of tea 
really. Don’t know right now. Kinda at loose ends, if you know what I mean.” He 
pulled into the eomplex parking area. “I’ll get your bags.” He jumped out and 
grabbed them for me. 

“Put those down.” He did and stood looking at me. “Could you serve me, the 
way you did George?” 

“Oh Boss, that is a tall order. Don’t know if I’m the man you need. I am older 
and not the soldier I onee was.” He was being modest to say the least, he still didn’t 
have a pound of fat on him and I wouldn't have wanted to try to raee him in a hundred 
yard dash, beeause I would have lost hands down. 

“I need someone I ean trust without question standing behind me. If you want it 
the job is yours.” I waited, letting him think about it. 

“You sure. Boss?” He looked really hard at me. 

“If you are half as loyal to me as you were to George Bellamy, I will be a 
happy man, knowing I got you and your boys at my baek.” I told him. 

“Boss I don’t do nothing in half measures. If I work for you, you got me one 
hundred and ten pereent. The boys as well. We all thought we would be disbanded 
and end up as doormen for belehing eivilians at the Savoy.” Jamison aetually tried to 
smile. It didn’t work well on him. 
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“New call sign. Black Guard One. Note it in the log and descend the numbers to 
cover the lads. You lads are now with me, full time. Anybody wants out, now is the 
time, otherwise this one is for the duration.” I told him and picked up my briefcase. 
“And get some shave tail kid to carry my bags. It is not fitting for a full bird colonel to 
be a bell hop for Christ sakes.” 

“Sir.” He yelled at one the men next to the doorway that was on the run toward 
us. “Get the Boss’s stuff into his room in the Station and post a guard by his room, 
24/7.” The man was flying carrying my two bags. 

“With me. Colonel” I walked into the station and started yet another page in my 

life. 


Jamison put on a headset and flipped a switch in Studio Control. 

“Gentlemen, Boss One is now on station.” The men on the floor turned and 
looked at me. Before long, there was slow applause coming in over the speakers, which 
built into a standing ovation. I recognized a couple of them from being here before. I 
held up my hands and motioned for silence. I picked up my headset and sat down 
slowly in Bellamy’s spot. Jamison stood behind me. 

“Thank you, gentlemen. Please! Note the duty log. There is a controller in the 
room.” 

I was interrupted by a voice on the ICU. “Log noted. Boss One is online and 
functioning.” 

“Sao Paolo here. Noted and welcome. Jo’Berg ditto. London Center confirms 
and logged. Madras logged and welcome.” The speakers went silent. 

“I won’t say anything about our loss. We all have feelings best kept to ourselves. 
Note for log,” I paused and turned to Jamison, holding my hand over the mouthpiece 
on the head set. “What the hell is your first name?” 

He blushed and squirmed for a second or two. “Percy.” 

“Your mom hate you or something?” He laughed. 

“It was her dad’s name, sir.” He was still blushing. 

“Colonel Percy Jamison is now assistant director of security and goes by the call 
sign Black Guard One. Note it and log it.” I flipped the transmit switch. 

“Noted Boss One.” The recorder called out. 

“Ops, tell me the present situation, near space and deep space.” I hit the button 
again and motioned for Jamison to take a set next to me. He reluctantly complied 
working the screens that I was unfamiliar with. 

“Ops, Boss. Near space is zero, I repeat, zero unknown activity. Deep space 
monitors have one ripple. Something out there is moving around the outside edge of a 
rip. Nothing coming through, only gravity waves showing at this time on satellite 
relays.” 

“Control, read me the board.” I called out. Control was the center position on 
the floor below me. The man in charge was Red Carlton. He had been here for years 
and was the general unity player who could pick up any slack on the floor. 

“The board is green Boss. No actions.” 

“Got it. Sao Paolo you still online and holding the baby?” I waited for the 
satellite relay to make connections. 

“We are here and holding. Boss Four here, Ted. It’s Sanchez.” 

“Good to hear your voice Don Padre. I need to confirm: are you ready?” I hit the 
switch and watched everyone on the floor hustling like they hadn’t expected this 
activity in the first few minutes of my arrival. 

“Holding for confirms.” 
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"I need two eonfirms, one from Sao Paolo and One from another station in the 
link.” 

"Jo’berg is online and awaiting eonfirm. Ted, this is Angus.” The voiee was heavy 
with an Afrikaaner aeeent. 

"Is Devilles with you?” I hit the transmit button again. 

"Right here, Ted.” 

"Make it three eonfirms, log.” I switehed to the internal eommunieations in the 
faeility for a minute. 

"Got it Boss One.” The logger noted. 

"Carlton, Boss Two this station. Wilkinson, Boss Three this station.” I flipped 
and sat baek. 

Jamison whistled through his teeth. 

"Bad move, Jami?” I asked. 

"Not at all, but they may all die of heart attaeks on the floor. None of them were 
prepared for this today.” He eovered his mouthpieee. 

"Sao Paolo eonfirms and eonsents.” 

"Jo’berg eonfirms and eonsents, good ehoiee Boss One.” Angus added. 

"On the ICU internal. Boss Two and Boss Three get your replaeement at your 
desk and get your butts up here, now.” I flipped it off, just as Jaek walked into the 
room in full uniform. 

"Hi, pard.” I never turned to look at him for more than a brief seeond. 

"That is what I eall administration on the fly. Weleome aboard and all that kind of 
stuff, Ted.” 

Jaek was standing against the baek wall when the other two men walked in and sat 
down at their respeetive positions. Jamison had moved baek behind me, still on the 
auxiliary headset. 

"How does it feel to have all those pretty stars baek on? And so many of them!” I 
laughed at his new eluster of four stars on his shoulder. 

"Heavy. And from what I see here, maybe premature on my part to think that you 
had ehanged.” He was watehing the two men adjust their headsets. 

"Log, note it. It is now offieially Old Home Week. Boss Two and Boss Three are 
on station.” I turned to look at my aide now. "Jami make it elear to everyone these 
men are now running this show. Let the word out, and get moved down the line as fast 
as possible. I want bodies on them full time, bad ass gun fighters, is that elear?” 

"Got it Boss. The word will be out in a minute and I will have their assistants 
ready for them by the time they elear the building.” Jamison was already on the phone 
telling someone to start the proeess. I hit the all station alert tone and then followed 
up. 

"All stations on the line, understand this as of right now: Our ‘friends’ will believe 
that with Boss One, Bellamy, gone we will be in disarray and vulnerable. Nothing 
eould be further from the truth. I want Sao Paolo to hold the baby for another six, I 
repeat six, days. By then Two and Three should be up to speed. I want three drills a 
day, with all baek up players on eonsoles, going through the motions and leads 
watehing for serew-ups. What part of this is not understood?” I waited for answers; 
there were none. 

"Two, loek down the faeilities for the next six days, everyone there, stays. If they 
are not in the hole, they don’t get in. Confirm and log, on my orders.” I elieked off. 

"You are expeeting a hit?” Jaek asked me. 

"Wouldn’t you?” I turned and pushed the red alert red button behind me on the 
wall. 

"Thirty minutes we are going to phase one, if you need it get it and then be ready, 
beeause I am sealing this plaee up in twenty nine and eounting.” I pulled my headset 
off and walked outside followed by Jaek and Jamison. 
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“What gives?” Jack asked me while pulling out a cigarette and lighting it. 

“I thought you gave those things up?” I looked questioningly at him. 

“I did until a week ago. When Bellamy hinted he wanted me back and then three 
days ago when I got the call to get a uniform out of moth balls and put these four stars 
on it.” He walked toward the surface exit. 

“I need for you to head out to Groom Lake, collect everything you need there and 
see Riley, he has all the papers for you on the new Squadron. I got it based out of 
King’s Peak. A good facility with underground bunkers for the birds, and the best pilots 
I could steal from the joint command structure. But get them up to speed. Settle in 
and I will be there in about seven to eight days, if I don’t have to go to DC. We got a 
hole in us right now and somebody has to sit at Harv’s desk. The guy we have there 
right now is okay, but he doesn’t get the big picture. So I may be delayed. I got Irina 
back in harness and she is finishing up at Jacobs and whipping Bangor into shape, or at 
least she will be in the next couple of weeks. I want a test run ready for your guys and 
the Bug Zapper in less than two months.” I paused and took his cigarette and pulled a 
puff off it. "We need to make sure we don’t have any loose lips that are telling our 
buddies out there we have our pants down and doing the paperwork right now. This 
alert will scare the hell out of those guys in DC and they will want to run for cover for 
the moment. So let’s use the time to our advantage. Questions?” 

“Can I use Big Bird?” He smiled at me. 

“I won’t be using it for the next six days. Have it back by ten and make sure the 
date is home by then and still a virgin.” I slapped him on the back and let him out the 
side door off the hallway. 

“Jamison.” I yelled, he was on the run up the hall to be at my side. “We got a 
couple of beers in this joint, before I snap the lid?” 

“We will in about three minutes. Boss. Can I call my boys in and use the time for 
briefing them?” I turned and started to walk away. 

“Don’t waste my time with questions like that Colonel, I got work to do.” I turned 
and winked at him. He was out the door, yelling into his radio as he ran. 

The best way I know to get past a morbid state of bereavement is getting people 
busy, but this was not an act of kindness on my part. 

There was a problem and I wanted to be on top of it. 
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Twelve days had gone by and I'd spent hours on brutal training and seenarios in 
the monitoring station. Leads stood behind baek ups and walked them through every 
eoneeivable seenario. Their tails and mine were dragging in the dirt. But I eouldn’t 
let up. I spent off hours on the phone with Irina having her work on my seeondary 
problem and she had it in good order by the time I needed it. 

All of this had started months before at Harv’s funeral at Arlington, when Bellamy 
and I had spent an hour with Dr. Rufus T. Henry, He’d provided us with timetables 
and possible future aetions. Somewhere in the flow of time, he'd been able to list the 
aetions of those who were unfriendly towards us, and gave me an extremely detailed 
list. It seemed like someone was direeting the ‘Visitors’ aetions from partial 
information and didn’t have the same souree Rufus did. That mueh was erystal elear to 
me. 

Bellamy was the key. When he died the Visitors were going to try to re-establish 
their preeminenee among earthly leaders, believing we eould not fill the vaeuum left 
behind by one single man’s death. It spoke to their view of eolleetive mentality and 
hive operation. The few Nordie-types that ruled the small Grays used them as pawns 
in their expansion based plans for our world. The Grays, in their opinion, were 
throwaways, biologie eomputers that didn’t funetion like other members of the spaee 
eommunity. Worker bees, supporting a few drones and a queen in the hive. It made 
perfeet sense eonsidering what I had seen of them in aetion. They were totally 
mindless in their understanding of us as a raee. Their view was simply A to B and they 
didn’t ask why. 

Rogue elements within the spaee eommunity were trying to use the Earth as a 
bargaining ehip in their bid for power and they needed us to be submissive to do that. 
In the forties and fifties they had found that we had no way to defend ourselves, but all 
of that had ehanged beeause of giants like George Bellamy and Harvey Glipsen. They 
had, with an unbelievable bravery and eourage, set a eourse for returning our planet to 
our own eontrol. We may burn it out or blow it up, but at least it would be by our own 
aetions and not from some outside intruder. 

I had spent the first week reading all of Bellamy’s private journals. I was aware of 
his meetings with an alien visitor named “Zine-Bar” and what they had diseussed. ZB, 
as Bellamy referred to him, was a “Monitor”, like Klaatu with Gort from The Day The 
Earth Stood Still, sort of a eosmie polieeman, sent to this seetor of the galaxy. His job 
was to make sure all the protoeols were observed, that the playing field was kept even 
and that no one did anything to eause another spaee war out there somewhere. 

It was elear from Bellamy’s eomments that he had been only slightly helpful and 
did more listening than talking. It also appeared he was someone that needed to be 
watehed very earefully if he deeided to show up again, sinee, towards the end of his 
life, Bellamy admitted that eventhing ZB had told was not exaetly aeeurate. It had 
been flavored to suit his personal needs for the information flow to eontinue on all of 
our projeets. Bellamy had, unknowingly, been one of the leaks, or at least he was at the 
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time I returned to The Group, and assumed leadership at The Jaeobs Center. Then it 
dawned on Bellamy that he was being used and he shut down the eommunieations 
link totally. We all have faults, and Bellamy had his, but his heart was in the right 
plaee, just some of his judgments weren’t. 

“Boss.” Jamison was slowly raising the light level in the room with the dimmer. I 
had been saeked out in a ehair with a blanket over me in mv room, a Bellamy journal 
still on my lap. I looked at my wateh and it was 2:21 AM in the morning. East Coast 
time. 

“What is it?” I rubbed the sleep out of my eyes. 

“Glimmer Man has shown himself” Glimmer Man was the niekname the main 
floor teehs had given the objeet flitting around one of the rips in the spaee/time fabrie. 
A perfeet plaee to enter our dimension, and elose enough to the outer orbit of Pluto to 
spit on. 

“Deep Spaee Probe Aehilles just pieked up the signature of a type two eraft, then 
it blinked offline.” He said, handing me my blaek jump suit. 

“Hubble got it yet?” I asked erawling into it and zipping it up. 

“They are re-tasking the number two seope right now and will have visual by the 
time we hit Studio Control.” Jamison held the door for me as I moved very quiekly 
out and up the stairs for Studio Control. 

I pulled on my headset and pointed to the ehairs next to mine. 

“They are being pulled out of bed as we speak.” Jamison was on his handheld 
speaking quietly. 

“Wilkinson is eoming, but Carlson is in the infirmary under sedation for a 
migraine.” Jamison said quietly behind me as I ran the board and eheeked everything. 

“Call Jaeobs, get Irina on the line and keep her there.” I turned and spoke to him. 

“Working it now. Boss” He was using the side phone. 

“On the board, Jami. Next to me. I won’t have time to turn.” I was watehing the 
numbers run down the sereen and looking at the visual imaging eoming up on the big 
sereen on the floor. 

“Look alive people, this is not a drill, I repeat, the is no drill!” The movement was 
ineredible below’ me. Folks were sitting at eonsoles and baek-ups standing two deep. 
It looked like the whole staff had turned out. 

“Sao Paolo, are you online?” I ealled into the air around me. 

“Were here. Control, watehing the sereen.” It was Sanehez. The old man never 
slept. 

“I want a eonflrmation from one other station, do we have a live one, inbound?” I 
hit the switeh again. 

“Confirmed and registered Control. Type two signature, full bore. This is Jo’berg” 

I went to internal first as Wilkinson hit his seat and pulled himself alive, still in 
pajamas. 

“Boss Three is on line. People turn and note. Jamison is holding Boss Two’s seat 
until further notiee.” 

“Logged and registered.” The voiee eame baek at me by the time I released the 
push to talk button. 

“Boss?” Jamison eovered his mouthpieee and spoke to me, with disbelief in his 
voiee. 

“Work the problems Colonel. We got a job to do here. You got Jaeobs on line for 
me, yet?” I hit the eom-link to all the other stations. 

“Colonel Jamison is sitting in Boss Two’s position until further notiee. Confirm.” 

“Sao Paolo, Jo’Berg, London Center, Madras.” Everyone hit their eonflrm 
switehes and flooded the board with responses. My own hands were flying over the 
keyboard. 
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“I need a probable point of eontaet or entry?” I hit the keys on my eomputer that 
repeated the request in binary on the sereens for everyone down the line to read. 

“Working.” I heard Ops eall in and watehed as three men huddled around a 
sereen and one of them pulled out a handheld ealeulator. 

“Jo’berg here. I make it Paris or London.” I hit an automatie response key that 
flashed on his sereen I had heard him and aeknowledged his transmission. 

“Same entry point. Madras to Control.” I hit it again. 

“Madras to Control.” I hadn’t reeognized his eall the first lime so he repeated it. 
“Madras, go.” I listened in my earphone and hit the switeh that put it on the overhead. 
Wilkinson almost went through the floor not expeeting the sound level I had it set at. 
“This signature ean’t be true! If it is, he needs to slow down outside the LaGrange 
point of Jupiter and I don’t see that happening. Madras elear.” I punehed the button 
and ealled to the floor. 

“Is he right? Is this guy a straight line shooter?” I ealled to no one in partieular. I 
saw heads turn and look up at the booth. 

“Boss, Ops.” I listened and looked at Jamison. He shook his head that we didn’t 
have a eonfirm yet. 

“Go Ops.”' 

“Madras got it before us. Angle and trajeetory is saying in two minutes if he 
doesn’t put on some brakes. He is a suieide waiting to happen.” 

“Registered. Sao Paolo, your assessment?” I waited knowing Sanehez would be 
dead on, as he always had been in the past. 

“Sao Paolo Control, One Seven One.” I listened and tried to remember the eode. 
Jamison leaned over to me and spoke while holding his hand over the mouthpieee of 
the phone. 

“Private line, eireuit three, the blue one.” 

“Humphrey here” 

“Ted, it’s Sanehez.” 

“Don Padre, you wouldn’t be ealling if it wasn’t a problem.” My heart was 
dropping. 

“The President is in London at a eonferenee. No one is supposed to know. It’s 
about the Middle East problems and they are hiding away just outside of town at a 
eountry house.” 

“Do you have any other good news for me?” I hit the respond key on my 
keyboard. 

“The Viee President is somewhere in Kansas tonight. He is supposed to be at a 
town hall meeting and at an opening for a library tomorrow.” Don Padre was speaking 
very fast and his words slurred, but were still elear. 

“Is there anybody left in DC?” I knew the answer before I asked. 

“No one in eontrol.” Don Padre’s voiee was now eraeking. 

“Boss Three, get NORAD on the hotline for me, now.” I switehed baek to Don Padre. 
“Would you be offended if I took eomplete eontrol on this one?” 

“Please, my friend! Let me aet as your baek up tonight, as always.” I hung up and 
switehed to regular COM lines. 

“Studio Control to all Stations, Boss One is assuming the Conn, I repeat. Boss 
One has the baby. Confirm by key stroke.” I watehed all stations light up. 

“On the floor, we got it and it is ours. Now let’s work it people! Ops? Has he 
passed the go/no-go line?” 

“Ops. La Grange passed. Speed is inereasing.” 

“Systems! Is he on target, London?” 

“Confirmed and logged, London is mark. If he ehanges eourse at this speed he 
will be in fly-by mode.” 

“Ops, give me an ETA to insertion and impaet?” I held my breath. 
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“Insertion in thirty one minutes, impaet in thirty eight minutes. Weight and typ 
estimate a two-hundred kiloton blast.” 

“Ops, start sending us data on the trajeetory...NOW!” I yelled into the headse 
Jamison touehed my arm. 

“Irina is in route to Jaeobs. Taylor is her baek up.” 

“Great. Let's see if he ean do the math like she ean. Send him the trajeetory . 
want it on line in fifteen minutes and jumping in two after that. If he doesn't, I a: 
personally sending you out there to shoot that simple son of a biteh!” I hit the butte 
marked in red after Wilkinson pointed to me. 

“This is General Adams, NORAD eontrol.” 

“Countersign. Alpha Two Four Bravo.” 

“Again for voiee verifieation.” 

“Countersign Alpha Two Four Bravo” 

“Approved. Go.” 

“Seramble and go to DEFCON One, now. Repeat: Def-Con One.” I said ; 
ealmly as I eould. 

“Sir! That is a eall only the President ean make.” He was following his orders. 

“I am ealling a Whiskey Overlord.” Silenee on the phone. 

“Sir. I am not allowed to take that sign. I ean't do that.” 

“In thirty’ minutes General I got two tons of non-melting metal traveling at a spei 
that is going to make England a big hole in the oeean. It will look like a twenty-tc 
nuke leveled the island. Now, are you going to eall it or not?” I hated this par 
Dealing with some jag-off more worried about his next star than all life on Earth as v 
knew it. 

“I am online. This is AEICE in Eooking Class.” The airborne eommand ar 
eontrol aireraft was monitoring the alert message and tones. 

“Who am I talking to?” I spoke quiekly while pounding on the keyboard to g 
the information to Jaeobs. 

“General Howard.” 

“That would be Philip Howard if I am not mistaken?” I wanted this one to wo 
for all of us. 

“You know damn good and well it is. Doe! What’s happening?” I met him many 
times during my stay at Groom and he had been Jaek’s boss before he eame over to us 

“I need a Whiskey Overlord, about two minutes ago.” I spoke elearly and 
distinetly, so that the serambler wouldn’t mess up the words going on a free air uplink 

“Sequeneing now.” The board on the right of the eonsole lit up like a Christm 
tree. NORAD was online and running every thing up the flagpole. 

“Get underground. General. It won't do any good if I ean't stop this guy. But th( 
need a ehanee.” 

“Are you talking about Eondon, that is what I am reading on my sereen rig 
now.” 

“You got it.” I watehed the message start to rapidly burst aeross the sereens in tl 
eenter downstairs. He was getting every one in the air. 

“I got full seramble from England and Germany, now what?” 

“Get them the hell out of there! They won’t be any good if they are eaught in tl 
EMF wave that's going to follow this hit” 

“I am looking right now at the sereen and deep spaee satellites have pieked it u 
Jesus, Ted! We got nothing up there to stop that thing with!” Howard’s voiee w; 
eraekling with statie. 

“Ops here, we got twenty-one and eounting.” 

“Togged” I was offline for a minute. “God damn it.” My heart was raeing in n 
ehest and I had to stop and tak#^breath. 

“Irina!” Jamison hit my eonsole button for me. 


SANDS OF TIME 

"Sweetie! Honey, sorry to wake you up.” I waited while she sereamed at someone 
in Russian. 

‘Tea ne nid em seores! Da se net is sloor!” She yelled. 

“In English, baby!” I veiled baek over the noise at her end. 

“Eve got it on traek! Give me the number! Where do you want me to hit it?” Irina 
was sueking air at her end; she must have run from the ear to the pit. 

“Sending.” I hit my keyboard again. 

“Ops. Boss. Thompson on red line.” We were jammed with ealls. 

“Control. This is Aliee. We are starting the eount down on spaee borne platform 
to intereept.” I listened to him and knew as well as he did it was a wasted effort. 

“Roeks off a tank Miee, but try. We are working the numbers on something else.” 
I didn’t have time to tell him. 

“Ops Boss, I got the President on Blue for you, what do you want me to do?” He 
was on the floor jumping up and down waving a handset 

“Talk to him! Ask him how London is this time of year. I got work to do!” I hit 
another button. 

“You ready, sweetheart?” I listened very earefully. 

“Counting, seven, six, faver, fane, treba, amare! Engaged.” Irina yelled, mixing 
Russian and English. 

“Seram the sereens! I repeat all: stations seram your sereens.” I hit the override in 
Studio Control and everything went offline that was looking at spaee. 

“Holy mother of Cod, what is that?” I heard the open line from Aliee in my ear. 

I waited in silenee for ten seeonds then lit my monitors baek up. 

“Give me input people.” I spoke more slowly feeling the pain run down my left 

arm. 

“Palomar in California just reported a massive explosion on the other side of Mars. 
So did Kitt Peak in Arizona.” I heard a voiee in my ear. 

“Identify for logging, god damn it.” I yelled again. I knew that Jamison was 
watehing me elosely. I had to keep going right now even though the pain was 
ineredible. 

“Logged.” 

“Sao Paolo, we are showing elear sky. I repeat” elear sky!” 

“Jo’Berg, ditto.” 

“London eenter ditto.” 

“This is Aliee, Control. May I shut down and reduee from DEFCON One?” 

“Affirmative Aliee and...thank you!” 

“No, thank you Dr. Humphrey! I don’t know what you just did, but it fried every 
one of my onboard sky eameras. Aliee is elear and baek on NORAD eontrol ehannel.” 

“Situation to Boss One.” I hit the key with my right hand. 

Go. 

“We are ealling the situation, I repeat; we are ealling the situation. Awaiting your 
eonfirmation.” 

“Confirmed. Situation is elear. Sao Paolo,” I took a deep breath, “please take the 
baby from us.” 

“Sao Paolo, we got it. Boss One. Good job, Ted!” 

“Boss let me get a medieal team in here now.” I nodded and he hit his panie 
button on the eonsole. 

“Irina? Is the baby home safely?” I asked trying to hold it together. 

“Singed but whole. Number was two of ten. I repeat: number was two of ten. 
Twenty pereent power did the triek on the laser.” Irina waited. 

“I will eall you baek when this is over.” I said trying to sound okay. 

“Ted, is it over?” She sounded worried. 

“Not just yet, baby. I love you. Control out.” 
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I didn’t wait I disconnected the line and sat back as Wilkinson jumped out of his 
seat and looked at me. 

“Earn your keep for Christ sakes and talk to the President.” I pointed to the still 
flashing blue line. 

I motioned for Jamison to help me up and get me out into the hallway. He did, 
reluctantly, and suddenly the hallway elongated and tilted like a circus funhouse in a 
bad horror movie and I heard my head crack against the wall as I hit it with my 
forehead as my face slid down the smooth metal ending with a dull thud on the thin 
carpet. 

Later I learned Jamison snatched me up off the floor and carried me at a full tilt 
run to the infirmary. 

He wasn’t waiting for anyone to come to us. 
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“Hold on there, Dr. Humphrey” The young Navy doetor was pushing me baek 
down in bed. 

‘T have work...to do.” I weakly glaneed over at the IV tubes in my arm. 

“Not just yet, not until we have a talk.” He pulled a ehair next to the bed. 

“Okay give it to me quiek. First, how long have I been out?” I worried about Irina 
and the others. 

“Not long. About six hours.” He took my pulse. 

“Heart attaek?” I asked not wanting to hear the truth. 

“Not lueky enough. But it resembles a heart attaek. Aeute Hyper Stress. AHS. 
Caused by too mueh work, pressure and not breathing enough during periods of high 
anxiety. Whieh, I understand from Colonel Jamison, you just went through tonight.” 
He got up and looked into my eyes with his small flashlight. “Blood pressure eame 
down alright, blood test shows you are in pretty good health for a man of your age. No 
elots, oeelusions or tumors in the brain. Just pure and simple you drove yourself past 
the breaking point and your system deeided to shut down. I have seen this before in 
this plaee.” He got up, walked over and turned the lights up a little higher. “But you 
need to slow up on yourself and others. I have treated a half dozen people this week 
for similar eomplains. This plaee is a killer if you don’t manage it right.” 

“Doetor, don’t leeture me. I have a job to do.” I started to move into a sitting 
position. 

“I understand that very well. But I just lost the last Boss around here and I don’t 
plan to lose another one in the near future. I was told you pulled off a near miraele 
tonight, but that won’t eount for mueh if you are not here to do it again when we need 
you. 

He handed me a small vial of pills. “Use these when it gets really bad. They are 
not sedatives but an anxiety eontroller, that will help to regulate your system when you 
are running at warp ten.” 

I took the pills and looked at the little orange tablets in the bottle. 

“Can I get up and get going now, please.” I added for his sake. 

“Sleep for about five more hours and then you are good to go. You need some rest 
and I am going make sure you get it.” he injeeted something into my arm and patted 
it. 

“That will knoek you out for a few hours and when you wake up you will feel 
fine.” He started to walk out and stopped. “Boss Two told me to tell you he ordered 
everyone to stand down and is using minimum staff at present. Said you needed to 
know that.” He smiled and left. I felt the drug surging through my system. I wanted 
to fight it but eouldn’t. I drifted into a deep sleep. 

I was walking in a garden, filled with flowers. I rubbed my hands over them and 
felt the pollen eome off in sparkling vibrant little elouds. The fragranee was almost 
overpowering. I saw a stream ahead of me running down a waterfall of stones and it 
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bubbled as the water played frothily with the roeks to make a gentle melody. I sat 
down on the grass and looked into the water. I knew I had never been here before. 

“Hello, Ted.” I turned and saw a vibrant young blaek man walk up and sit down 
next to me in the grass. 

“Rufus?” I eouldn’t believe my eyes. 

“It’s me. I like this body better when I’m here. Makes me feel younger, somehow.” 
He laughed that big, open laugh. It was Rufus all right. 

“Where are we?” I looked around and notieed the yellowish tint of the sun 
filtered through a haze. 

“Oh this is just a plaee I spend some of my time. I thought you might like to join 
me here for a little while.” he pieked a flower and held it to his nose and smiled. 

“This must be a dream.” A thought floated up in my mind that just wouldn’t eome 
to the surfaee. 

“No not really. It’s just a state between time and worlds. This is a plaee that exists a 
long ways from your body lying in that hospital room baek on Earth. But there is 
another part of you that is here with me.” He handed me the flower. 

“I don’t understand.” I was trying to find the referenee plane in whieh I was 
working and eouldn’t. 

“Oh, it isn’t anything to eoneem yourself with. Mysties all over the galaxy know 
about it. They talk in funny terms making them sound like they are smarter or weirder 
than other people, but this is a transeendental state, that ean be explained using 
quantum physies. One of these days folks will realize that and make some great leaps 
forward in using it. But for right now, this here plaee just belongs to me.” He laughed 
and got up. “Come on along, I want to show you something.” 

We walked through the flowers to a small eottage and went inside. It was 
eomfortable and modem. He motioned to a ehair and then he took up a book in his 
hand. 

“I was reading about what you did today. Very good, Ted! You showed them you 
got the guts and the knowledge to beat them. They won’t try that again for a long 
time.” He read down the page. 

“Is that a...history book of some kind?” I was eonfused. 

“It is, but like nothing you’ve ever seen. I just wanted to tell you that all of this is 
just about over with. All you gotta do is get through one more problem and you have 
done your bit for Mankind.” He smiled and elosed the book. “Ted, you learned 
something a long time ago. Now you need to remember it again. You learned that 
your father believed in reversals. Just remember that, reversals, and you will be 
alright” 

“Reversals. Yes! Reversals. He did use them.” i was speaking and being shaken 
at the same time. 

“Boss! Wake up, you’re dreaming.” Jamison stood over me looking down. “You 
okay? The doetor said I eould wake you up and get you going again.” he looked 
worried. 

“I just met a middle aged woman, about twenty-one, and she had just said yes, 
damn it all!” I awakened fully and looked around. It was the same sterile hospital 
room I had been in a few hours ago. 

“I will remember to tell the other Dr. Humphrey about that.” He helped me to 
my feet and I started to eome baek to this world and this way of life. 
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I spent the next few days working out the last few problems with the personnel and 
then deeided they eould handle the day-by-dav operations. I re-established the one- 
day-on and three-days-off sequenee so everyone on every station eould have some kind 
of normal lives again. 

Jamison, two of his boys and I, all headed baek to DC. I knew I had to elean up 
the desk that Harv used to sit at and find someone that eould truly handle it. I 
wasn’t ready yet to give Carlson and Wilkinson full admittanee into the Group, but 
left them as temporary aeting Bosses. I figured that after several months we, as a 
group, would re-evaluate their performanee and see if they had the right stuff to 
make full-fledged members. They didn’t know about all the other stuff we did, 
teehnieally or politieally, and I wanted to leave it that way. Don Padre Sanehez in 
Sao Paulo had agreed with me, as did the guys at the other stations, but still it gave 
us operational eapaeity at the Cayman Station in ease of another ineident. 

I had half a dozen eonferenee ealls with Irina and her group at Jaeobs and we 
went through all of the proeedures and made some improvements if we needed a rapid 
launeh of the Bug Zapper again. 

It had worked perfeetly, delivering a deathblow to the ineoming ship and had only 
suffered minor burns in the proeess. Next time, I knew we’d erank the power setting 
up higher and stand off at more of a distanee to do the job. 

The deviee at Jaeobs had performed its funetion perfeetly, teleporting the unit in 
real time from one spot to another. We still hadn’t tried it yet for a time jump and that 
was sitting on my list of things that needed doing and testing. But I wanted to be there 
when we pulsed that one. 

To my amazement Jamison was like a walking eomputer, along with all of his 
other skills sets. He eould eall up a phone number, a reeord from the file and names at 
random without ever referring to any notes. It was total re-eall by some near- 
photographie memory. If he had read it or seen it, he had it in his head somewhere. 
This beeame indispensable to me in the next few weeks in Washington. Having him 
with me was like still possessing a large pieee of Bellamy. I had talked to Don Padre 
on the side and eonfirmed that Jamison should be ineluded on the aetive list of the 
Group and reeeived full eonferment to do that aetion. Jamison was now totally one of 
us and he rose to the oeeasion. He was not only an exeellent soldier, but unequaled at 
administration and had a very strong grasp on all of the teehnieal details surrounding 
the Group’s aetivities. 

Within a very short period of time, he was beeoming my right hand. For that I 
was truly grateful, as it didn’t seem so lonely where I was now. We had sent the 
eurrent oeeupant of Harv’s desk on a road trip to eonduet evaluations of 
needed equipment. General Thompson got him out of the pieture with a wink 
and a nod between Jamison and myself that he would get a posting someplaee far 
from the eenter and be used at a level more fitting to his personality. 

Jamison had arranged for a floor of apartments for all of us on 30th Street, about a 
half mile from the Old Exeeutive Offiee Building, whieh had its own internal seeurity 
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and because several Senators lived in the building they had Secret Service checking it 
every half hour or so. 

It was modem, nice and had a great view of the city. 

My days were spent in the conference center on the video units, talking to Irina or 
Jack or a half dozen other people who were all trying really hard to finish tip the major 
programs and minor projects that needed to be in place before the first series of test 
runs commenced next year. 

The details mounted up to a mountain of paperwork, tens of millions of bytes on 
the computer screens and a phone permanently hooked to my head. From six in the 
morning to nine at night, I sat in Harv’s old chair and played at being an administrator 
and head of the most powerful group of men in the world. Just to protect our 
investments and personnel in various locations and to keep our profile below the 
surface, I had to deal with toppling governments in South America, buying off news 
organizations, covering up for stupid mistakes and all the time trying to manage the 
world’s most secret projects. The leaves on my desk calendar keep being tom off and I 
had little time for my family or myself for that matter. 

I had expanded our office space to eight instead of three rooms to make room for 
Jamison and his boys. The guys at GAO started to raise hell but were soon quieted 
down by the man across the street in the White House. 

It had been three months since the night of the “incident” when Jamison stuck his 
head into my office and waited for me to look up from my mountain of files. 

“Boss, you got a visitor.” He said very’ quietly. 

I looked at him after looking at my appointment book and shmgged not 
understanding who would be here. 

“The President wants to see you.” He said, still in a hushed tone. 

“Christ, Jami! What? I don’t have time go all the way over there! Tell that...” 

Jamison stopped me just in time. “No! He’s here.” He opened the door and 
stepped back to let the tall man walk into the room. 

“Ted, thank you for seeing me.” He came in and sat down after shaking my hand. 

“Mr. President. To what do I own this honor?” I couldn’t imagine what he 
wanted. 

I noticed the milling men standing outside the office and knew his Secret Service 
detachment was out there. Jamison had his boys guarding the door to protect their 
investment and meal ticket, namely, me. 

“Well, I think we got off on the wrong feet originally and I hadn’t seen you at any 
of our briefings in the Situation Room.” He said in that charming, whispery' Arkansas 
drawl. “Harv used to show up now and then to just check in and I was hoping you 
would pick up that habit as well. I would like to know what my people are doing.” I 
let it pass. He was trying to make an implication that we somehow worked for him, but 
we both knew differently and there was no reason to antagonize him by stating the 
obvious. 

“I get the reports every' morning and I haven’t really seen anything you need 
our expertise with right now.” I played along, but still found I didn’t like being in the 
same room with him. 

“Well, Clifford, my aide, told me, that the Senator from the State of Washington 
is raising all kinds of hell in committee meetings that the work being done at Bangor is 
being contracted outside Washington State, and she wants to know why. It’s causing us 
some problems with one of our bills that we really need to get through. She’s telling 
some folks she is going to hold up the bill, if we don’t start handing out some contracts 
to her folks up there.” He pulled out a cigar, lit up and sat back, blowing smoke up 
towards the ceiling. I raised my hands as though I didn’t understand what he wanted 
from us. I did, but he needed to spell it out. 
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“Come on, Ted! Help us out on this one. You saved our ass in England otherwise 
that sehool boy would be running the eountry. I ean’t say I approved of your handling 
of those other files, but it got it off the sereen as sure as hell. I need another favor. 
Besides, that operation up there is yours and you guys ean afford to be a little helpful. 

I got a re-eleetion eampaign in full swing and I need all of the support I ean get right 
now.” He puffed away. 

I hit the button on my eonsole. Jami walked in and stood at attention, his normal 
form when anyone was present in my offiee. 

“Sit down. Colonel.” I motioned to the eoueh. 

“I don’t think I know you.” The President stood and extended his hand. Jami 
shook it and sat down without saying anything. He looked hard and professional. 

“Colonel P.W. Jamison. SAS eommander and a senior member of the Croup.” I 
waited for the full effeet of the statement to sink in. 

“Were using British offieers?” The President was aetually thrown by this one. 

“Seottish, sir. But, yes, I served in the British military.” Jamison eorreeted. 

It was the eomment about “Senior Member of the Croup” that made the 
politieian’s eunning eyes narrow. It was one thing to have Ameriean seientists and 
Generals ealling the shots, but to have a British, or Seottish, Senior Member was 
something he was not prepared for. 

“Whieh bill?” I pieked up my pen. 

“What?” The President looked baek at me, not sure of what I meant. 

“The bill you are having problems with and want to get through the Senate?” 

“The United Nations Supported Bio-sphere bill. It will set aside areas of bio¬ 
diversity for future generations.” He was eoneentrating again on the subjeet, but had 
noted that he needed to find out something about Jami. I thought, good luek. The 
man didn’t exist on paper anywhere, exeept inside files I eontrolled, and that was the 
way it was going to stay. 

“Harold...” I eouldn’t remember the Senator’s name on the eommittee and I 
snapped my fingers. 

“I know the one. Boss.” Jami answered. 

“Call him and have him push the bill through today. Get it to the floor and have 
Laeture push it through without delay by tonight. Have them re-arrange their 
sehedules. Then ask Poppy to leak the information to the Washington Post that the 
President was instrumental in getting the eompromised and expanded version 
approved, over eonservative’s desire to use something as good as this bill as a politieal 
tool to further their eause of obstruetionism.” I rattled off. 

“I think I ean tone it down a little, but yes. I will have it done within the hour.” 
Jamison got up and nodded eurtly to the President and left. 

The President looked dumbfounded and put his eigar into my glass ashtray. He 
sat for a minute and looked at me. 

“That’s it? You tell your aide to do that, and it get’s done?” 

“He is not my aide.” I said bristling. “He is my equal. And yes; that is the way I do 
things.” I was really getting bored with this guy’s over inflated delusions of self- 
importanee. 

“Who exaetly in the government do you guys work for? I know I have a pretty thiek 
file on your little "Group’.” He said with his slight southern drawl, implying he didn’t 
eare for us, fully. “But all it tells me, is that I ean’t toueh you guys. What exaetly is 
your purview in all of this?” 

“Need to know’ basis, sir. And you are not on that list.” I had to throw that puneh. I 
just eouldn’t help myself I knew he had asked to know two things when he beeame 
President: what really happened at Roswell in 1947, and who shot his boyhood hero 
John F. Kennedy. He was told the same thing I was telling him now. That he was just a 
temporary publie servant; he did not need to know, and that his elearanee and 


^ 491 ^ 



SEAN DA VID MORTON 

classification levels were not high enough. I know it pissed him off then and I knew it 
would piss him off now. 

“You listen to me you eoeksueking son of a biteh!” He leaned forward ominously, 
squinting his eyes and pointing his thumb over his elenehed fist at me. "I am the 
President of the United fueking States, and I am not used to being spoken to like this 
by some seienee geek that holds a degree and builds toys at the taxpayer’s expense/’ 
He was getting into his famous state of rage, trying to prove who the better man in the 
room was. 

I tossed a file in front of him with the photographs in it of him and a eertain 
Presidential aide. All in glorious film noir blaek and white pulled off his own seeurity 
eameras inside the White House. It showed the entire deed, stained blue dress and all. 
And, my God, I smiled to myself; he had rotten taste in women. I gave him a moment 
to peruse the file, watehed his faee go purple as he turned apopleetie with sheer 
unadulterated rage, then I let him have it. 

“I have worked with nine Presidents, three Prime Ministers, seven dietators of the 
Soviet Union, twenty despots in third world eountries and one ex-wife. I don’t plan to 
explain to you now or ever what it is that I do or what the Group does. You are over 
there,” I pointed toward the White House, “for a very short period of time. But like 
every other man that has sat in this offiee, I will be here and doing what I must do, and 
you will live with it and not interfere. That is the short version. Most people who 
assume power understand we are here, to make sure the power strueture that is in 
plaee, and whieh you are temporarily part of, survives.” I waited for his reaetion. He 
was still holding the file and looking at the pietures that no one would want to have 
their voters see. 

“And I guess you are threatening to give these to the press?” He smirked, thinking 
that was no threat at all. 

“No.” I said, and paused for effeet. “To your wife.” 

The smirk melted away, and a brief look of sheer terror erossed his faee. It took 
awhile for him to finally regain his eomposure, but I had driven in the dagger far 
enough and twisted it on a bone. He got the point. “You are a lot worse than I was 
made to believe by Harvey, aren’t you?” He looked up at me and elosed the file, laying 
it baek on my desk. 

“I run this organization. I report to no one but me. If anything were to happen 
to me, or that man out there, two thousand like him will paint a mural on the walls of 
the White House in blood, and no one eould stop them. I have five-star generals that 
just say ‘yes sir’ to me. I have foreign leaders who will kill their own populations if I 
tell them to. i eontrol the most awesome weapons arsenal this world has ever seen. 
You saw an example of that when you were in England. That wasn’t the Air Foree 
that saved your ass, or the Navy, the Army, the Marines or the Girl Seouts. That was 
me. Me and the men that stand with me. If you think I am worse than you believed, 
you have no idea of the reality. 

“I don’t like you as a person, and I think you are an awful human being. But right 
now I have no beef with you,” I leaned into him for menaee and effeet, “and believe 
you me, you do not want to have a beef with me. It is my job to proteet you and the 
rest of this planet. So you should work on your re-eleetion eampaign and go about your 
business in a quiet and dignified manner. You are, after all, the fucking 
President...and I mean that in the most literal sense, although by your anties and 
behavior, you have no respeet whatsoever for your offiee, the people around you, our 
eountry or this World for that matter. But that is not my business. So, you bang as many 
interns on your desk as you like. That is your business. I won’t interfere with you. But I 
am warning you, sir... you make one more trip over here like this and try to play some 
kind of brinkmanship game with me and you will be on the leeture eireuit hoeking 
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your book, explaining what it’s like to be a one term President so fast it’ll make your 
diek twist to the right.” 

I sat baek and looked at him aeross the table, then added. “You want to eall my 
bluff go ahead. I will show you what power really is.” 

He leaned baek, put his tongue in his eheek and that evil Cheshire eat grin eame 
over his faee again. “You are just a little man, in a little offiee who does not have any 
idea what I am eapable of, you...” 

I hit the button on the intereom. A meehanieal sounding voiee eame online. 

“Awaiting your orders, Mr. Direetor.” 

“Take down the main NORAD eommunieations system grid for one minute. On 
my mark.” The shit-eating grin slid from the President’s faee. “Mark.” I released the 
button. 

Buzzing phones and a panieked bustle began in my outer offiee. Ten seeonds later 
a knoek eame on the door and one of the Seeret Serviee men rushed in. 

“Ah, Mr. President? I just reeeived a eall that all of our strategie defense systems 
just went off-line.” 

The President didn’t blink, and eontinued to stare right at me, his eyes narrowing. 
“Where?” 

“World-wide, sir. I think you need to get baek to the White House stat, Mr. 
President!” The man had his hand on his gun in the holster attaehed to his belt. 

The President waved like Caligula dismissing a slave. “Wait outside.” The Seeret 
Serviee man looked eonfused, but did as he was told. “Point made. Well played. I 
don’t think I like you mueh either. Dr. Humphrey. I don’t think you are good for this 
eountry.” He was still try ing to get some parity, even though we both knew he’d lost all 
the ehips in front of him, and the raneh to boot, on that last hand. Jamison walked in 
and stood, waiting. 

“Yes, Colonel?” I asked him. 

“The bill is out of eommittee and heading to the floor of the Senate. It should 
take about an hour, with some posturing, but it will pass by three and the Senate 
Majority Leader would like a photo opportunity over at the White House with the 
President as he signs the bill into law.” Jamison looked at his wateh. 

“If there is nothing else then, Mr. President, have a niee day. Colonel, if you 
would be so kind as to show the President out.” I never got up, or looked up, as I 
started working through the papers on my desk again. The tall, bulky man walked 
outside and smiled for everyone and went down the hallway toward the elevator. 
Jamison eame baek in and sat down. 

“Did you listen in?” I smiled at him. 

“Jerk. The guys needs to be whaeked just on prineiple, you know that don’t you?” 
Jamison almost spit his words out. 

“Oh, we won’t need to do a thing. In time he will hang himself The next three or 
four years he will be ass deep in problems.” 

I pointed at the file and Jamison looked at it for the first time with a big grin. 

“Cute little gal, ain’t she?” Jamison snorted, taking far too long reviewing the 
doeuments and I laughed out loud at the Seottish taste in women. 
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It had taken another three and half months to get the DC offiee running again 
smoothly. I hadn’t realized what an effeet Harv had on the operations. The man must 
have been working twenty hours a day. There was no wonder why, when he went on 
trips, he drank like a fish and ate like a horse. I had aetually lost weight while in DC. 

I eouldn’t stand that mueh take-out and not one of us that lived in the apartments 
eould eook worth a damn. 

I had started to seareh for a new direetor for the Washington offiee as soon as I had 
arrived and found that one of Jamison’s boys was a good eandidate. Robert Mitehell- 
Hedges, a distant eousin of the great adventurer of the twenties and thirties in Central 
Ameriea who had diseovered the famed Crystal Skull. He had graduated with honors 
and a double major from Oxford, then went on to Sandhurst and reeeived his 
eommission. He was a Major who served a stint in Northern Ireland and then been 
pieked up by Bellamy. We ealled them "‘The Lads”, but Bob, as everyone ealled him 
to his own disapproval, was almost forty, well edueated, eharming and tough. After a 
long and formal review, Jamison and I deeided he would serve as the direetor for the 
Croup in DC without being made part of the inner eirele, at least not just yet. 

I spent a lot of time on eonferenee ealls between Jaeobs and the new base at 
King’s Peak under Jaek’s management. It was time for a full-blown eonferenee and we 
needed all the players in plaee. I deeided we should meet at the new faeility at Bangor 
to get the guided tour and use the new eonferenee room. It was a logistieal nightmare 
so I reluetantly moved it baek to Jaeobs and deeided I would head up to Bangor and 
witness the first jump from there, when we were ready and let that suffiee. I didn’t 
have any desire to be buried alive again under the desert at Fallon, Nevada. But some 
things we just ean’t eontrol in our lives. 


The eonferenee room was set up for about twenty-five people. Other members of 
the Group would be on elosed eireuit video links and have the ability to ask questions 
and reeeive answers. 

I had taken the Silver Case File, as it was now known among some of us, and 
eompiled it into a detailed report that was given to everyone before the eonferenee 
with all the ealeulations that Metries Division had done on it. Everything seemed 
ready and so was I. 

Irina and I drove in together with Jamison and one of his lads in a ear behind us. 
They had used the spare bedroom in our house the night before and aetually had a 
good home eooked meal Irina had made. I believed that, if I would have let them, they 
would have moved in permanently just for the food. 

“We need to get to the photographers by five. He is working late for us and Pasha 
wants you and I in one of her pietures in her graduation gown.” Irina said and I 
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stopped in the hallway. “I know, I know! Your future is my past. I have never shown 
her that pieture. It is safely loeked up.” We eontinued on and I was silent. 

The room was filled with white-eoated men and women, all with elipboards and 
files under their arms. Jaek Thompson was there in a summer uniform with two aides. 
Jamison and I looked so out of plaee in our three-pieee suits. I felt like a geek among 
real seientists. 

I was aetually embarrassed at the applause as I walked into the eonferenee room 
and motioned for them to stop, whieh they didn’t. "Alright, enough already. No one is 
getting a raise, exeept my wife.” Good-natured boos filled the room. 

“As most of you know, this has been a long uphill road and we are only here today 
beeause of a lot of hard work on your part and those that have eome before us. This 
projeet doesn’t belong to any one single person. It would have never happened if a lot 
of folks hadn’t given their all and some of us here today, have given mueh more than 
duty ealls for.” I motioned to Jaek who nodded to me, as did Irina. “I never liked those 
long winded guys that give politieal speeehes, but I have beeome one of them and that 
is just too bad, beeause I have spent thirty years getting ready to make this speeeh and 
all of you are going to listen to it and you are going to enjoy it That is an order.” They 
laughed and elapped. 

I let the room settle down and then motioned to all of them with a gesture of my 
hand. “Good work, folks. The future will probably never know what you have done 
here. But those of us that do, will never forget.” I paused and everyone was silent. “I 
would like to ask Dr. Irina Humphrey to eonduet the briefing.” I gestured for her to 
get up and she had to deal with the applause now. 

“I will try to do this without reverting to my native tongue.” She blushed. 

“No way, you ean’t do it.” One of the seientists said out loud to the hoots and 
howls of the rest of them. “Espeeially the part about my aneestry and my mothers 
sexual preferenees.” Again hoots. I had known that when Irina was mad, the language 
she used would have frightened a sailor in her native Russian. 

She waved them into silenee. “All right! Let’s get down to business.” She pulled 
out her blaek frame horn rimmed glasses and stepped to the podium and started the 
display on the sereen that dropped down from the eeiling as the lights dimmed. “We 
have all the eomponents of the Projeet: Tempus Fugit jump system, and the Time 
Runner, in plaee. We have not yet tried it, but we plan to this month. We have 
worked out all of the bugs for a standard jump that we ean aeeomplish anywhere 
within loeal spaee, without a time drag at all. But deep spaee is still a new adventure 
for all of us. The Bug Zapper is working perfeetly and we have made three test jumps 
with it and one operational one.” She paused reading her notes. Everyone was aware 
we had taken out a planet killer w th the ease of swatting a fly and they all thought that 
had proven the system beyond anyone’s expeetations. 

“We’re well aware that we now ean make a jump without ereating another rip in 
the time and spaee eontinuum of loeal spaee. If the ealeulations are eorreet, we should 
be able to start shutting up what we have been ealling ‘holes’, for all these years.” She 
paused and took a drink of water. 

“We have been able to deteet six of them. Only three are eurrently usable for the 
Visitors to drop through. Otherwise, they have a long trip and no one thinks that they 
are going to make it, without the holes. We plan to elose the three major rips first and 
then the minor ones after that. That is step one. Step two is the deployment of the first 
monitor on this eourse line.” She used her laser marker to point to the ehart 
projeetion and showed it in relationship to the Earth, whieh seemed like a long way 
out there. “The monitor will only deploy for a few seeonds and its funetion is to see 
how mueh of a trail is left behind by the supposed fleet of invaders. From that Metries 
ean determine approximately how many eraft are heading in our direetion, without 
them pieking up the unit on their sensory arrays.” She paused. “We hope. 
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“After we have laid in the plots to their exaet eourse we ean start sending intereept 
units to destroy as many of their ships as possible and hopefully dissuaded them from 
eontinuing on their eourse with designs on us. If all of this goes off without a hiteh, we 
should be done with the offensive portion of our mission, in two years.” She looked up 
over her glasses for questions. One of the seientists raised his hand. 

“And if the Bug Zapper doesn’t do the triek?” 

Jaek stood up. “Dr. Humphrey, if I may?” 

“Go ahead. General Thompson.” Irina sat down for a moment. 

“The Xerxes ETS Unit is fully operational and by the time their fleet eould be 
nearing our solar system I will have fifty-one ships that will be able to diseourage them 
in foree. We aren’t the frontline. You good people are, but the other Dr. Humphrey 
up on stage has made sure we have a baekup and a fail-safe.” Jaek sat baek down. 

Everyone had read the briefing paper and knew that the Xerxes was able to handle 
anything that eame into the atmosphere for the last year and had proven it a few times. 
We had other plans to build bigger ships with greater weapons eapaeity, but I didn’t 
even want to think about that just yet. 

“Anything else? No?” She stepped away and motioned for me to eome baek to 
the rostrum. 

“Alright. I would like to see the first test in sealing the spaee/time rift on Friday. I 
will be in Bangor, Washington to make sure those folks are baek up to speed. Good 
work people! Now let’s go have a drink! They’re all on me tonight!” 

I'd arranged a reeeption in one of the other eonferenee rooms and Jamison had 
made the arrangements with the base kitehen to do up something speeial for all of 
them. It was an awesome five star spread. They needed a party. 

So did I, but not yet. 

I had one more problem to deal with. 


- 496 - 




After having my photograph taken with my daughter and Irina for Pasha’s high 
sehool graduation, Jamison and I were on the Big Bird heading for the bueolie 
landseape of the Bremerton National Airport, the elosest long strip that eould handle 
our aireraft. It was a thirty-minute drive from there up to the Bangor Sub Base and the 
new faeility, hiding baek in the woods. 

The faeility was finished well and everything was working in good order. It had a 
small team of teehnieians and seientists that had been there sinee the start. They had 
a laid baek attitude that pretty mueh fit the land around them, filled with evergreens 
and water. Tennis shoes and open eollars were the dress eode of the plaee, so they 
would blend into the surroundings on the naval base. 

Bill Laneaster headed up the team, who was an old timer that had worked for me 
at Groom years before. It was good to see him as he took Jamison and I on the $2.00 
tour. I might have paid for this plaee, but it was his baby and he was proud of it 

After meeting the people and seeing all the eontrols and overrides in the system 
and aetually looking at the pit and the gadget in it, I was eonvineed we were ready. I 
asked Bill to use an offiee to make sure everything else was up and working at the other 
stations and make the final adjustments for tomorrow’s first “seal job” of the rip in the 
spaee/time eontinuum. It would finally be the beginning of the end for those using it 
to travel and terrorize us from out of the time stream. 

I had just gotten off the phone with Irina and Jaek when the phone rang again. I 
pieked it up without thinking. "Dr. Laneaster’s offiee. May I take a message?” 

I waited, listening to dead air. I was going to hang up, when I heard eraekling 
statie and a feminine voiee wafting up from it. Soft and faint, sounding hesitant, like a 
timid ghost from far away. 

"We have met...a eouple of times and both of them we re... unfortunate. Dr. 
Humphrey...but I think we should see eaeh other before you...throw that 
switeh... tomorrow.” The voiee was of a woman and I motioned to Jamison to piek up 
the other line and listen. 

"Who is this?” I waited, but I knew, as the hair priekled on the baek of my neek. 

"You won’t be able to traee this eall...if that is what you are stalling...for, I have 
made sure of that. This is...Ann Corbett...and I would like to speak with 
you...alone.” My blood ran eold in my veins. Somehow they knew what we were 
doing, and it was, for them, something unthinkable: elosing up the time/spaee hole 
they had used with impunity for so long to eome and go. 

"Where and when. Dr. Corbett?” I masked my own fear. 

"There is a little plaee in...Silverdale, eailed...Stewart’s in Old Town...a diner...I 
will be there in an...hour. I suggest you do...the same...and eome...ALONE...if 
you...really know what’s., .good for you and those.. .IDIOTS ...that work for you.” 

The line went dead. I plaeed the reeeiver baek on the eradle. I looked up at 
Jamison knowing he was ready to eall out the Marines and have Silverdale redueed to 
ash. 

"What are you planning. Boss?” 
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“I am going to meet her, what else? This has gone on for too long. It’s time it all 
eomes to a finish, one way or another!” I got up and slammed the file in front of me 
shut. Jamison just shook his head. 

“Boss, this is a really bad idea.” 

I set my jaw, pulled out my eell phone and punehed in a eouple of numbers. “I 
want a ear in front right now, and two baek up teams ready to move in five minutes. 
All in eivilian elothing and armed to the teeth.” I didn’t wait for an answer. 

“1 don’t like it. Boss!” He was livid. “ These people have been able to study you 
your entire life! If they really are from the future, don’t they already know what is going 
to happen? Isn’t it all a foregone eonelusion? They know you will reaet this way! Not 
rationally, but emotionally!” 

'T know, but this is something I have to do. I think you know why.” He saw the 
erazy, obsessed look in my eyes, and Jamison knew this was a fight he wasn’t going to 
win. I reaehed out and asked him for his sidearm. He hesitated, and then handed it to 
me. 

“Spread the team out around the plaee. I want you inside, but don’t shoot anybody 
that just happens to move.” I tueked the gun into my waistband and remembered 
Death Valley. I hoped I was meeting a human and not someone who eould pull the 
elip out of this gun without me knowing it. 


We drove down towards town and I found the spot, driving by it twiee, while 
our people moved into various loeations. There was a huge plate glass window in 
front emblazoned with “STEWART’S. GOOD FOOD. GOOD PRICES. 
GOOD PEOPEE.” It was in a gold, shadowed 1890s seript, and the window let me 
see almost everything going on in the restaurant, whieh was moderately busy, with 
eustomers waiting by the door to be seated. Satisfied that I’d given everyone 
enough time to move into position, I finally parked the ear and walked in alone. 

A niee young man was behind the eounter, obviously Stewart, a big man in a 
Hawaiian shirt and shorts, joking with one of the eustomers at the bar. They were 
eraeking stories about some gal that worked for Stewart and she was blushing. He 
looked up when I eame in, just as a table opened up and a busboy eleaned it up. 

“Have a seat.” Stewart hollered over at me, gesturing to the now elean, empty 
table. He waved at the waitress and she seurried over and handed me a menu. “We got 
a speeial on the Deli Delight today, ham and eheese grilled with eabbage.” He pointed 
again to an open ehair. The table was near the eomer of the plate glass window. I saw 
Jamison sitting at the other end of the window faeing the door, pretending to eat some 
kind of sandwieh. 

“Coffee, blaek.” I said to the waitress with a smile. I sat at the table with my baek 
to the door right at the edge of the window where it joined baek into the wall with a 
supporting beam. It let Jamison and I eover the plaee looking both direetions. 

Stewart eame over with steaming eoffee in a generously sized heavy bottomed 
eeramie blaek mug with the Stewart’s logo in gold letters on the front. 

“How are you, partner?” Stewart said, setting the eoffee down. “Sure you don’t 
want something else?” 

I shook my head and put some Sweet & Eow into my eup and stirred it. 

Another group of boisterous people eame in and waited in a elump in the foyer at 
the door for a vaeant table. A man in a heavy plaid eoat and jeans, a woman in a red 
dress, another brunette with a red and gold searf with a blue knit hat, and a stout man 
with reddish hair and beard in a Seattle Seahawks sweatshirt. They must have been 
regulars, as they waved at Stewart and the waitress. 
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I went back to my coffee and saw Jamison focus and stiffen. I spun back towards 
the door, and, standing just behind the group in the shadows, I could make out the 
burning, baleful eyes of Simon Ratterman. He pushed his way through the group, 
bumping into the woman in the red dress, the girl with the scarf and hat, and the men 
in the plaid jacket and Seahawks sweatshirt. His eyes darted around the room as he 
moved to the table in short, sharp motions. The rat-faced man with the hotly gleaming 
beady eyes silently slid into the chair across from me. I had seen him before, a couple 
of times in photos and, of course, our meeting at Groom Lake a long time ago. I still 
had the scar from the cigarette bum. 

Simon Katterman! In the flesh! But not in some time phased alternate universe 
reality. He hunched forward, glaring at me with a hatred and malice I had never 
experienced before in my life. I tried to retain my composure, knowing this all had to 
be some kind of trap. 

'"No Ann Corbett, Simon?” I said looking around. "Sweet young thing that she is! 
Thought she went everywhere with you? Losing your touch with the ladies?” I spoke 
just loud enough for Jamison to hear. 

"Shut up!” He said quietly. "She is across the street with her finger on the trigger 
of a high powered rifle with that ape of yours behind me in the cross-hairs. If he so 
much as breathes hard she is going to put a .50 caliber slug through his head.” 

Ratterman pulled a .38 Colt Cobra revolver from his jacket, devastating at close 
range, and flashed it at me before pointing it at me under the table. I saw Jamison 
make a slight movement that would have been imperceptible to anyone who didn’t 
know him. I raised my palms up just above the table to show Ratterman I was 
unarmed, and to stop Jamison. 

"It’s okay.” I said. "You’re the boss. Jami! Just sit still there, laddie.” I called out 
calmly. Jamison froze like a cat watching a mouse hole, with every muscle ready to 
pounce. 

"I have been told you are finishing up the project.” Ratterman growled. "You have 
been busy little bees and are about a year away from using your device, but you still 
don’t have an offensive system yet. You have been working, but it is not fast enough.” 
Ratterman grinned evilly. "You may be able to plug the space/time holes, but they are 
still coming, and they will be here in six years and there is not a thing that you, or your 
government, or this world, with all its imaginary power, will be able to do about it.” 
He smirked at me, his eyes flashing like a cobra ready to strike. 

I leaned back, pushing my chair out just far enough to be out of the line of fire of 
the window with the upper half of my body obscured behind the supporting wall that 
had sheet rock and some kind of wood siding on the outer facade. Nothing that would 
stop a super sonic high-powered bullet from outside. A fact I was painfully aware of 
But right now, Simon Ratterman was the direct threat. 

"Nothing to say, bright boy!” Simon spat, leering at me. 

"What does it feel like to be a traitor to your people, your race and your whole 
planet? A scumbag like you makes Judas Iscariot look like a grade school snitch.” I 
said, glaring at him. 

"Call it what you want. I cut a good deal. I live like a king where no one can get to 
me. I’ve put up with your meddling long enough. I finally decided to end this and it 
was nothing for me to lure you out and finish the job. It may not stop that useless, 
idiotic little program of yours, but so what? I will be beyond the rift and when someone 
after you finally does figure out how to seal it up, if they can, it won’t matter. I will be 
coming at the head of their fleet that will ‘eat’ this nasty little planet.” He expelled a 
dry, horrid laugh. "I am a prince in their world, with power, authority and glory, 
beyond your simple understanding. I can come and go as I please, using my device. A 
device I stole from that stupid father of yours, giving me access to all of time itself 
They want the technology, but until I control this planet I have refused to give it to 


,.499^ 



SEAN DA VID MORTON 

them. They ean’t use the holes and rips in time/spaee like the Grays or Nordies. They 
don’t understand it, but the Alpha Draeonians are savage warriors and they are mine to 
eontrol.” He was elearly dangerously insane, around the bend and on some kind of 
power trip I eould not even imagine. 

‘That was why Ann Corbett eame to see my dad. You killed my father, didn’t you? 
Just to get your hands on the deviee?” 

“No. I never had the pleasure! He was already gone. I would love to have killed 
him, but he ran away after Ann talked to him. He was always running away. He left 
the projeet just as we almost finished the first phase. He ran away from your mother 
and then he ran away and left you. Like the sniveling eoward he always was. He was 
very good at running away.” Simon’s eyes darted quiekly around the room and then he 
foeused all his hatred baek on me, like a eoiled desert rattler, ready to strike from out of 
the dirt and dust and sands of time. 

“So, you think by killing me you ean slow the projeet down?” I asked, taking a 
eautious sip of my eoffee, trying to steady my nerves and give some outward 
appearanee of ealm. 

“Cut the head off the snake and it dies! With you gone, I ean get into some other 
plaees before that asinine system of yours eomes online and ehange some opinions. 
We almost did it before, but then you went and killed Nakamura.” He hissed. 

“Let me tell you a little seeret” I leaned in elose to him. “It’s eomplete. And fully 
operational. So is the offensive system. All nieely rolled up and ready to blast your 
sealy pals baek into whatever eosmie sewer they erawled out of.” I laughed. 

“Boss, I wouldn’t be telling him that” Jamison was right on the mark again, being 
my straight man. What would re-enforee the faet more than him telling me not to 
speak? 

“You lie! You both lie!” Simon sereamed, his eyes darting baek and forth between 
us like a trapped rat. The people in the diner looked over at us, all going quiet. “You 
eouldn’t! You didn’t know how! I gave you all the wrong information!” Simon’s eyes 
were rolling in his head with anger and his faee reddened with rage, but then he 
eolleeted himself and found his resolve. Here we go, I thought. 

“It’s over, Simon. This whole plaee is surrounded.” I said. “There’s nowhere left to 
run. You are out of time.” 

Ratterman grinned. “What do you know of time, boy?” He sereamed, foam 
eoming out of the side of his mouth. “I eome from the future where your death is 
already history!” 

In one fluid movement, he stood up, kieking the ehair baek behind him, and 
brought the gun to bear, level with my ehest at point blank range, less than six feet 
away. 

Jamison pouneed, springing at Ratterman with a feral, guttural roar. The plate 
glass window shattered, and the foree of the sniper bullet literally plueked him out of 
the air, altering his trajeetory like a ehild punehing at a balloon. A spray of bullets 
filled his body, exploding like blossoming roses of flesh and visera, as Jamison twitehed 
in death on the floor. 

“Good-Bye, Doetor Humphrey!” 

I dove towards him. Ratterman pulled the trigger, again and again and again, 
putting five bullets in my ehest, in a tight grouping right through my heart. The foree 
of the blast knoeked me up and off my feet, throwing me against the wall with the 
shuddering foree of getting hit by a bus, breaking most of my ribs. 

I hung in spaee against the wall, somehow keeping my feet under me, motionless 
for a moment, elutehing at my heart in shoek, my life spurting through my fingers. I 
looked up through a red hazy mist, and saw Ratterman smiling with savage vietory. He 
turned towards the shattered window laughing maniaeally. He lit up like a Christmas 
tree with red laser sights all finding targets on his body. From a muffled, far away 
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distance, I heard men yelling eommands at him, interrupted by their sereams as Ann 
Corbett opened fire, pieking them off one by one, in a rapid fire sueeession. 

Ratterman let the gun fall earelessly from his hand and reaehed for a deviee on his 
belt. I began to slide slowly down the wall as my shattered heart finally gave up the 
fight. 

Stewart’s Diner exploded in a rain of bullets and blood as Simon Ratterman, still 
gloating and laughing triumphantly, just shimmered out of existenee, like a grain 
flowing down the waist of an hourglass, eaught up in the sands of time. 

I saw all this as my own life slipped away w ith a brilliant flash and the sound of a 
ehoir of eelestial angelie voiees as I traveled down a tube of warm, loving light. 
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A nice young man was behind the eounter, obviously Stewart, a big man in a 
Hawaiian shirt and shorts, joking with one of the eustomers at the bar. 

"Have a seat.” Stewart hollered over at me, gesturing to the now elean, empty 
table. He waved at the waitress and she seurried over and handed me a menu, 

"We got a speeial on the Deli Delight today, ham and eheese grilled with 
eabbage.” 

"Coffee, blaek.” I said to her as I sat at the table with a weird ringing in my ears. 
Stewart eame over with steaming eoffee in a generously sized heavy bottomed blaek 
eeramie mug with the Stewart’s logo in gold letters emblazoned on both sides. 

"How are you, partner?” Stewart said, setting the eoffee down. "Sure you don’t 
want something else?” 

I shook my head and put some Sweet & Low into my eup and stirred it. 

I shook my head and put some Sweet & Low...into my eup...and stirred... 

Wait! What? A feeling of deja vu hit me like a hammer. There was a twisting in 
the pit of my stomaeh and my vision tunneled as I felt a spasm of vertigo spinning my 
head as the diner tilted under me. 

I went baek to my eoffee and saw Jamison foeus and stiffen. Still dizzy and 
desperately trying to foeus I spun around. Standing in the shadows, just behind the 
boisterous group al the door, I made out the burning, baleful eyes of Simon 
Ratterman. Just as before he pushed his way through the group; the woman in the red 
dress, the girl with the red and gold searf and hat, bumping into a man in a hound’s 
tooth hat and eheekered eoat and shoving past the man in the plaid jaeket and the red 
haired bearded man in the Seattle Seahawks sweatshirt. The rat faeed Nazi with the 
hotly gleaming beady eyes, silently slid into the ehair aeross from me. 

"No Ann Corbett, Simon? Sweet young thing that she is! Thought she went 
everywhere with you? Losing your toueh with the ladies?” 
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“Shut up!” Ratterman hissed. “She’s aeross the street, her finger on the trigger of a 
high-powered sniper rifle with that ape of yours behind me in the eross-hairs. If he so 
mueh as breathes hard she’s going to put a .50 ealiber slug through his head.” 

Ratterman pulled a 38 Colt Cobra revolver from his jaeket. 

“It’s okay. You’re the boss. Jamil Just sit still there, laddie.” 

“I’ve been told you’re finishing up the projeet. You’ve been busy little bees and are 
about a year away from using your deviee, but you still don’t have an offensive system 
yet. You’ve been working, but it is not fast enough. You may be able to plug the 
spaee/time holes, but they’re still eoming, and they will be here in six years and there is 
not a thing that you, or your government, or this world, with all its imaginary power, 
will be able to do about it. Nothing to say, bright boy!” Simon spat, leering at me. 

“What does it feel like to be a traitor to your people, your raee and your whole 
planet? A seumbag like you makes Judas Iseariot look like a grade sehool sniteh.” I 
said, glaring at him. 

“Call it what you want. I eut a good deal. I live like a king where no one ean get to 
me. I’ve put up with your meddling long enough. I finally deeided to end this and it 
was nothing for me to lure you out to finish the job. It may not stop that useless, 
idiotie little program of yours, but so what? I will be beyond the rift and when someone 
after you finally does figure out how to seal it up, if they ean, it won’t matter. I will be 
eoming at the head of their fleet that will ‘eat’ this nasty little planet.” He expelled a 
dry, horrid laugh. “I am a prinee in their world, with power, authority and glory, 
beyond your simple understanding I ean eome and go as I please, using my deviee. A 
deviee I stole from that stupid father of yours, giving me aeeess to all of time itself 
They want the teehnology, but until I eontrol this planet I have refused to give it to 
them. They ean’t use the holes and rips in time/spaee like the Grays or Nordies. They 
don’t understand it, but the Alpha Draeonians are savage warriors and they are mine to 
eontrol.” 

“That was why Ann Corbett eame to see my dad. You killed my father, didn’t you? 
Just to get your hands on the deviee?” 

“No. I never had the pleasure! He was already gone. I would have loved to have 
killed him, but he ran away after Ann talked to him. He was always running away. He 
left the projeet just as we almost finished the first phase. He ran away from your 
mother and then he ran away and left you. Like the sniveling eoward he always was. 
He was very good at running away.” 

“So, you think by killing me you ean stop the projeet?” I asked, but now I was 
seriously freaking out. My vision was blurring, and I saw a sparkling refraetion around 
all the lights in the diner, I felt like I was going to vomit, and that I was trapped in the 
re-run of a TV showl had seen before, but reality went on as it had before. Something 
important had ehanged. But...what? 

“Cut the off the serpent’s head and it dies! With you gone, I ean get into some 
other plaees before that asinine system of yours eomes online and ehange some 
opinions. We almost did it before, but then you went and killed Nakamura.” He 
hissed. 

“Let me tell you a little seeret, Simon.” I leaned forward. “It’s eomplete, and fully 
operational. So is the offensive system. All nieely rolled up and ready to blast your 
sealy pals baek into the eosmie sewer they erawled out of” 

“Boss, don’t tell him that!” Jamison said. 

‘You lie! You both lie!” Simon sereamed, his eyes darting baek and forth between 
us like a trapped rat. The people in the diner looked over at us, all going quiet. “You 
eouldn’t! You didn’t know how! I gave you all the wrong information!” 

“It’s over, Simon. This whole plaee is surrounded. There’s nowhere left to run. 
You are out of time.” 
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“I come from the future where your death is already history!” He sereamed, foam 
eoming out the side of his mouth. “What do you know of time, boy?” 

Suddenly, I felt a jolting shoek run through my body like a bolt of eleetrieity. It 
was like I was riding a train that had just, miraeulously, jumped the traeks, and landed 
on another line and eourse altogether. 

“I know a great deal about time.” 

The deep, resonant voiee eame from a man in a hound’s tooth hat and eheekered 
eoat, sitting by the window with his baek to us. 

“YOU!” 

Ratterman’s eyes went wide with stunned shoek and terror. He pulled his gun up 
from under the table in panie. As he got up, I threw’ my mug of boiling hot eoffee in 
his faee. He sereeehed in blistering pain. His left hand went up to his faee as his gun 
hand eame down on the table to braee himself from falling baekwards. 

With all my might, fueled by a rage seething for years finally being released, I 
slammed the heavy eoffee mug down on his hand and he sereamed, jumping up 
elutehing his bloody, broken, twisted fingers, the gun and his ehair elattering to the 
tiled floor behind him. 

In one fluid graeeful motion, the man in the hound’s tooth hat whirled around 
into the eenter of the room, a silver .45 Colt automatie in his outstretehed fist. He 
stopped his are of motion and took aim. 

Ratterman elutehed his broken hand, growling in pain. 

“This world is still doomed! Nothing ean stop me! I have all of time and spaee to 
deal with you!” Ratterman laughed manieally, and reaehed for a spaee on his belt 
under his eoat. But then his hands moved faster, in panie, as he looked down, elearly 
eheeking for something he had lost. 

“Looking for this, Simon?” The man held up a blinking blaek box with a red dial. 

The Nazi let out a guttural seream and lunged at him. The tall, thin man 
fired point blank, right into Simon Ratterman’s ehest. He was hurled baekwards and 
lifted off his feet by the foree of the shots, erashing through the plate glass diner 
window in a blizzard of glistening rainbow' shards, eoming to rest with a siekening 
thud on the sidewalk as the tinkling glass rained down like eolored hail, the breath 
leaving his body in a muffled howl. 

“GET DOWN!” Jamison yelled as he pouneed like a panther, leaping aeross the 
room, taekling the man in the hat, slamming him to the floor and landing atop him 
with a dull thump. I flipped the table towards the window and erouehed behind it, 
waiting for the hail of bullets from Ann Corbett’s sniper rifle. All the patrons dove 
under the tables. Jamison had his weapon pushed into the thin man’s temple, waiting. 

the silenee was deafening. Through the ringing in my ears, I heard men in the 
distanee giving orders, moving into position around our loeation, elosing in. 

Seeing there was no further fire, with his gun glued to the side of his head, 
Jamison yanked the lanky man to his feet by the seruff of his neek and slammed him 
faee first against the far wall, out of the line of fire of the window. His hound’s tooth 
hat fluttered to the ground as he raised his hands in surrender. 

“Who the hell are you?” Jamison yelled, adrenalin raeing through his system. He 
gave the man a rattling shake. “I said, who the fuek are you?” He sereamed at the baek 
of his head, i got up and pieked up the old, well-worn hound’s tooth hat I knew so 
well, as realization dawned. 

“Jamison! Jami!” I said putting my hand on his gun, pulling it away from the 
man’s head, and pointing it down at the floor. 

“He’s my dad.” 

With a stunned look, Jamison relaxed his grip and Dr. Theodore Humphrey, 
Senior, slowly turned around. 
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Jamison’s eyes bulged. His jaw went slaek as he ehewed the air in shoek trying to 
form a word. He looked ineredulously from my older faee, into the younger handsome 
faee of my father, reeognizing the family resemblanee but just not believing it. 

My father had not aged a day sinee the last time i saw him when I was 17 years 
old, when he put on that oversized eheekered eoat and his favorite old hat and walked 
off into that long, dark night 

“He ean’t be!” Jamison sputtered, his aeeent heavier than I had ever heard it. 
“He’s got to be fifteen years younger than you!” 

“Hi Teddy.” My dad looked at me and smiled. Jamison relaxed his grip and my 
father gave me a hug that I had literally been waiting for all my life. Neither of us 
wanted to let go. But our reunion was broken up when seven or eight men hit the front 
door and erashed into the room. Jamison barked some orders and they eleared the 
seared but unharmed patrons out of the diner and into the street. They dealt with the 
seene outside and surrounded the building, leaving us alone. 

“What happened to Ann Corbett?” I said, still half expeeting to get sniped through 
the window. 

“I took eare of her over on the roof aeross the street, but she eseaped. I’m sorry. I 
managed to get the gun away from her before she ‘jumped’ away. They should be able 
to at least lift her fingerprints off it, if that matters.” 

“But how did you get Ratterman’s time deviee?” 

“I got a good look at it on Corbett’s belt before she vanished. Then I bumped into 
Simon at the door and pieked his poeket.” He held up the blinking box. He saw my 
stunned look and smiled. “I wasn’t always a seientist, son.” 

He held up a finger, then walked over to the table where he had been sitting, and 
pulled an old style eanvas and leather baekpaek up off the floor. The buekles strained 
to eontain its eontents. He took it over and put it on the eounter with a loud thump. 
He undid the buekles and pulled out a heavy blaek objeet, with lights and dials, about 
the size of a hatbox. He took out the hand-held deviee and eompared them. I eould see 
right away it was the first model prototype of the man portable Time Runner he had 
built in his lab, next to an aneestor of his deviee, several generations down the lineage. 

“Faseinating how they’ve managed to miniaturize the eomponents.” He mused, 
still the eternal seientist. “The power supply must still be a real ehallenge, though. 
They obviously have multiple jump eapabilities...” He rubbed his ehin, and I eould 
tell he wanted to take everything apart right then and there. That was my dad. Off in a 
world all his own, even after all this time. 

I walked baek behind the eounter, pulled out three iee-eold bottles of beer, and 
handed one to eaeh man. Jamison grabbed his like a drowning man, still in shoek. 

“To my dad!” I toasted. “Who has always been my hero!” 

“Bloody hell!” Jamison exelaimed as he polished the beer in one long gulp. 

I took two long pulls, my throat so dry from fear I eouldn’t believe it. 

“This was the only plaee where you eould drag that rat out of his hole in the rift 
he’s been hiding in all these years.” I had worked the numbers in my head. “You 
needed to get him out in the open, is that it?” 

“Had a little help.” He smiled at me. 

“You’re not bloody kidding me, are you?” Jamison was still trying to eateh up, 
jerking his head baek and forth between the two of us so hard I thought he would 
sprain his neek. 

“Nope.” I said. “Grandfather’s paradox in aetion. Couldn’t go baek in time 
and kill him, otherwise every thing would be messed up in the future. All of 
this...” I pointed to Ratterman’s body on the street as I heard sirens wailing in the 
distanee, “would not have happened. So you had to go forward to nail him here, 
when he eame baek. The only time he was aetually in phase and in the flesh, as he 
would have to be to aetually kill me. You eut it pretty elose there, dad.” 
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He shook his head. "I jumped ahead realizing he had killed you and I eouldn’t let 
that happen. So I had to jump baek to the exaet moment it happened. The power 
supply on my deviee is only good for two jumps, out and baek. So I had to deeide 
where to jump baek to. Sinee you were at the eye of the timeline shift you may 
experienee some pretty disorienting deja vu. Sorry about that.” 

I looked over at the wall where I had just died, felt a pain in my ehest, and 
remembered beautiful voiees and a brilliant flash and the loving tunnel of light 

“Did-did...was I just shot...dead?” I said, feeling flashes of what, I thought, had 
just happened, but then...didn’t.... 

My father looked pained. “Yes. But you’ll find the memory fades as the timeline 
resets and readjusts itself. Fluid quantum time in the right-brain eventually reeoneiles 
with left-brain linear time. We are remarkable that way.” 

Dr. Ted Humphrey, Sr., took a long breath and then shifted gears to lighten the 
mood. “You know you’re an old man?” He looked at me and reaehed up to pull a 
pieee of glass out of my hair. 

“Tt happens when you just have a normal life, living in only one direetion.” I 
laughed and turned to Jamison, who seemed to have some glimmer of understanding 
of the situation now. 

“You too, Jami. You have a lot to be grateful for. Just enjoy life from now on and 
be glad you’re alive!” I thumped him on the baek. 

“Wait!” Jamison said with utter bafflement, having a nightmare deja vu as well. 
“Was I...?” 

“Yes,” my dad said. “You were killed as well. Shot dead by Ann Corbett. But 
history , as the great inventor Henry Ford onee said,” he raised his bottle, “is bunk!” 

“To history not being all it’s eraeked up to be!” I toasted, and we finished our 
beers. 

Jamison just worked his jaw, still eonfused. I hooked my thumb toward the door to 
snap him out of it. “Jami, go make yourself useful. Go talk to the fuzz. Call a elean up 
team out from Bangor and have them get rid of the body. Tell the eops it’s a matter of 
National Seeurity, but don’t seare them too badly. No need to make a huge fuss.” 

“Right you are, boss. No fuss. Roger that.” His mind snapped baek to a set of tasks 
he eould understand. He looked at my dad and gave him an old sehool British open 
palm salute. “An honor to meet you, sir. I am very proud to be of serviee to your son. 
He is a great man.” 

“You do not know the half of it.” He smiled proudly. “And, thank you. I know 
that.” He sat down and I joined him as Jamison went out to deal with the loeal 
eonstabulary and give orders that we were to be left alone. 

“What now?” I said thinking about my past and his future and what he eould do 
from this point in the timeline both forward and baekward. 

“My' deviee is kaput. I had enough power for the two jumps. The jump baek here 
turned the innards to slag.” My dad said, looking lost and eonfused. 

‘You ean’t go baek.” I said at long last, trying to gauge all the possibilities. “I sure 
as hell don’t want to wake up tomorrow' and be seventeen again living in Barstow'^. So,” 
I tried to work it through again and it was literally making my skull aehe. Exasperated, I 
just threw up my hands in frustration. “You ean’t go baek,” I said with finality. “You 
know that?” I looked at him. 

“Yes, Teddy. I know .” He looked in my eyes for a long time, taking in my graying 
hair and the age lines on my haggard faee. “I knew that when I left., .last night.” 

It just then hit me. Oh my God! This was literally only tomorrow for him sinee I’d 
seen him last. He’d met Ann Corbett, diseovered what they had planned, and gave up 
all his work and hopes and dreams and aspirations, he unselfishly gave up everything 
in his life...to save mine. Tears welled up in my eyes. All those years of hate and anger 
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and resentment at him for abandoning me, for him not loving me, all washed away by 
revelations of him being here with me now. 

My father smiled sadly and shook his head. “No. I’m hoping to find an old friend 
that left a few years before me. You wouldn’t know him, but he was a great man that 
taught me a lot.” 

‘‘Will this slow them down? I mean from eoming to Earth?” I asked him and 
he just shook his head, eonfused. He obviously didn’t know what I was talking about. 
He threw up is hands. 

“Ted, I am truly sorry that I don’t have any answers to your questions. You’ve 
lived forty years of life, filling in all the blanks. Like I said, I left last night. To me you 
should still be in high sehool playing football and, instead, I find you an old...well, 
older, man. But at least now you’re alive. It’s as eonfusing as anything to me, but if I 
ean find my old friend, I think he ean explain a lot of it to me.” He got up and looked 
around the ruins of the restaurant. 

“You mean Dr. Rufus T. Henry?” I asked. 

He turned in amazement. “You know Rufus?” 

“I eertainly do. I owe everything in my life to him, and to...you. But you'll know 
more about all of that when you get to where I think you’re going. Let me give you 
some propheey dad: you find Rufus, you go mueh further ahead in time, and things 
work out pretty well for the two of you. And for all of us, baek here in the past.” 

He went to the eounter and stuffed the Time Runner baek in his paek and slung it 
over his shoulder. I got up and took him by the arm. We walked out the baek door, 
getting out of the area before the loeal eops showed up. Two men from my seeurity- 
team fell in disereetly behind us, maehine guns at the ready, watehing every angle. 

I looked off at the pier in the distanee, and the gouts of fog magieally parted and I 
saw’ a man standing there with a fishing pole in his hand and a white bueket set down 
at his side. He looked over smiling and waved. I waved baek. 

“In faet, I think you will find the good Doetor Rufus T. Henry right over there, 
fishing.” I took my father by the shoulders and held him, gazing into his eyes. 

“I hated you when I was young. And now... I love you with all my heart. You 
may never understand, but that doesn’t matter. I know we meet again. One day soon... 
dad.” The words eaught in my throat. 

“I am so sorry I wasn’t there for you, Ted. I wanted to be so badly, but I provided 
for you as best I eould and I knew how important your life was going to be, and I 
would have done anything to save my...son.” My dad had tears in his eyes, and I lost it 
and started to ery, too. 

“You have always been there for me dad! We have never been apart.” I held him 
and then let go. “ You will learn that. Very soon.” 

We hugged. He put his hound’s tooth hat on my head, then walked towards the 
pier. He stopped and turned, holding up the small blaek box Time Runner. “Oh! And 
I am sorry I ean’t leave these with you, but you will get there eventually.” He put it 
baek in his poeket, and walked away as the fog swirled around him, earessing him like 
an angel’s wing. 

He saw Rufus and threw his arms out wide in surprise and started to jog toward 
him, like a kid seeing a long lost best friend. The two men shook hands and patted 
eaeh other on the baek. They began a happy, animated eonversation, between two 
men from a different, nobler age and from the same time and plaee. 

A poliee offieer eame running down the street and pointed his finger at the 
figures walking down the pier into the fog. “Hey! I need to speak with that man.” 

“Not unless you got an order from the President of the United States or from me.” 

I held up my ID, as my seeurity men flanked him, and the offieer quiekly baeked off, 

with my lads herding him baek in the direetion from whenee he eame. 
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I watched the two men, still talking happily, get into a boat and motor off south 
into the bay. I stood looking after them until they were well out of sight disappearing 
like wraiths into the fog. 

I walked baek up to where Jamison was finishing up as they were earting off the 
body of Simon Ratterman for immediate disposal. I went to the gurney and flipped 
baek the sheet to see the dead, glassy eyed faee, twisted and frozen in the shoek and 
pain of a violent death, a huge bloody hole over his heart. I stood there, not wanting to 
forget that moment. My own personal demon who had tortured and terrorized me, and 
everyone I loved, my entire life, now just a lifeless lump of meat. But Anne Corbett, 
Lilith to his Lueifer, was still out there, loose in time and spaee, and she was going to 
want her revenge. I would worry about that., .tomorrow. 

“Seems too easy, eonsiderin what he’s done.” Jamison said. 

“Feed him to a paek of dogs. Then maybe then this traitor will amount to a pile of 
shit.” I said darkly as I flieked the sheet baek over his faee and motioned to the men to 
take him away. We watehed as he was loaded into the baek of the van. 

“Ann Corbett is still out there.” Jamison looked at me. “She eould be in the future 
or the past. So does this mean any of this is over?” 

“For right now it is. But no one ever knows what the future has in store. Okay, I 
guess some people do. Guess we have to remember that our today is always someone 
else’s yesterday.” I laughed and headed for the ear. “Or our present is their past, or our 
tomorrow is their yesterday...Ah, hell!” I said grabbing my head. “No matter where 
you go, there you are!” 

We laughed as we both elimbed in the ear. 

“Niee hat.” Jami said. “Where to Boss? Baek to Bangor?” 

“No, my friend. How about we go get into that giant airplane the taxpayers have 
so generously given us, pop a 20 year old bottle of Seoteh and head to my bunny- 
raneh. Would you like to have dinner with the two most beautiful women on Earth? 
My wife and daughter? Could you use a good home eooked meal, Mr. Jamison?” 

“That I eould, sir!” He grimaeed. “My sandwieh was terrible! How does that 
whanker stay in business with pastrami that bad?” 

“Good! Beeause after tomorrow’s experiment, I plan to have a lot of dinners at 
home and it is okay with me if you are at the table with us every night.” 

“It seems you and your dad had a lot to talk about, and didn’t.” Jami said starting 
the ear. 

“Too mueh to talk about in too little time, Jami. He and I both knew that. We 
eouldn’t fill in all those blanks. I knew he was moving ahead, so anything I told him 
now would alter any aetions he took in the future, whieh might ehange how things 
turned out tonight. So, I will just remember him the way he was the night he left and 
he will remember me as the young man I was then. Rufus will explain it all. He 
already has. I’m sure. For my dad, all of this was just a day and a night. Only hours 
passed sinee I saw him last, but years have passed for me and during that period I’m 
sure he is well aware of everything. Time moves differently than anyone ean even 
imagine.” I sat baek and pushed the hat down over my eyes. “Every now and then I 
keep thinking I’m going to wake up in a elassroom in Barstow’ and that this has all 
been just a bad dream.” 

“It’s no dream, Ted.” Jamison said stoutly. “It’s the business we do, and, as 
of today, I would say that all three Dr. Humphrey’s are the best at it there has ever 
been, or will be.” He put the red light on the roof and drove up the street. 

We headed south for the airport. The test would go on just fine tomorrow. I knew 
that now. I also knew the Bug Zapper would work perfeetly as well. 
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Right now I wanted to see how all my furry little rabbits were doing and if I eould 
learn to sleep in my own bed again next to the woman I truly loved, down the hall 
from the daughter I adored. 

Man plans. God laughs. 

Tempus Fugit. Time flies. 

But tomorrow would be another day. 
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